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The o Pia med A’fc induced to mtrude themselves upon
raordinary mennet, in coasequence of 2 s
y svents and exper euﬂw‘ to which, in the provi-
¥ have recem}*“ e ited, and which, they eon-
em the burder of an am:suai duty.
of %ife' from the time when we became connected
ch relationship, is known to you all,—t0 some of
own for & much looger period,—*that after the most
zet of our religlon we bhave med’ Orthodox Cam*&
gationall When we soavﬁ* to };ic received into your feliose
ship, it was from the sincere desire, a3 expnssed af the time, to
yender rmr:senea more useful in the Lm\ ydom of Christ, and thus
to attain higher degrees of advancement in spiritual life; though
we wish not to be understoo as Iniming any special purity of
motive in this respect. When we assented to your creed, it was
with sincerivy and cordiality. belleving it to embrace a very accu-
rate epitome of the Christian ’miz f, acmrdmfr to the light we
then 3;«.{1 And we had litle expectation, at tlsat time, t Lvs any
further light would dawn upon us or the ‘world, while we should
remni EL the bﬂiv
Byt we feel bound to make known 50 you, that it has plea
the Father of Lights, ‘from whom cometh down every g{;a{i and
perfect gift.* withiu the past few montbs, o shed a new and glo-
our pathway, and 1o open our eyes to clearer and
sercepiions of His irmm Hiz ﬁ;sisd )Hi, an& His wonder.
providence,  This has ‘ﬂeea done io a manser rmoss Lzu»
expé-‘*“ | to us, snd, in laiter f 388 .xtmo*’d’inz;ry, b”‘*
has been atiesded with such convincing ar i in
ag to leave, in aur minds, after 2 most de emte and seum?i’rﬂ
investig :mm;3 o¢ possible qx.eum 25 to i‘li heavenly origin. As
we have freely received, we fee! bound freely 10 give; and we con-
ho* Le ‘disobedient to t"te henvex ision,” without rejecting the
re econvictions of truth ever formed In our maz‘dw ,.taz
recm:m‘ the cleavest obligations of duty ever felt by eur
seiences,
Aware of the sepsitivenesa usually felt in aurldemminag‘ims,
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especting any cariation from the commonly recels
fuith, and bolding ne trothe which we desire 1o co
i which vou are not egually erped with ot !
nkness und eonfidence, tn
ful statement of the pos
of the wondegful means
it. Such g staten
oy that we mmay pot be held
tor views which we no jovger eptertuin. and alss g
hat you may pot be considered as endorsing the ort
present convictions, should you fail to be convineed of
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iged it proper, in Christian §

re §ou @ soncise and at
ol we now find ou
have been

e 1o ourselves, i

truti,
We then invite your candid attention to a brief narrative of ob

servation and experience.
Upwards of two years since, we were induced,
ativn of an esteemed sund intelligent friend, to w

v the solicit.
ss for our.

certain extraordinary phenomena, which he belicved were

produced by the agency of disembodied spirits — alle:
had received comvineing proofs of the presence and ab
wanicate of personal frienda who had been long in the s
w

ng that he
d 320 +i1
pirit-worlkd,
complied with the solicitation, from the convietion that it was
thoy manly nor Christian o refise 1o investigate a subject fraughs
L consequences of such interest and importance to every human
sing. ‘Provi s1i Toixes : Aold fast Hhat which is good” {}
h 21} is a maxim sanctioned equaily by common sense
Dhvine authority.  There scamed to be nothing absurd or im-
possilie in the supposition, sinee it was the almost universal sen.
tment of Christendom., not only that angels are ‘mivistering
spirita’ to human beings in the body, (Heb. 1. 14y~ having
“charge over them in &l thelr ways,’ {(Ps. 91 1, 12, and ‘en-
camaping vound about to deliver them,’ (Ps, 34, 73— but that
our departed friends, also, having become *as the angels,” (Mute,
22, 30) are awmong that ‘great cloud of witnesses' who *encom.
pess as about,” {Ueb. 12 1.1 watching over us with wndiminished
luve, and endeavoring to lead us upward toward the vealng of
purity and bliss.  Tiiat they should wish to make us sensible of
their presence and love, that we might mere fally realize the
bensefits of their ministration, seemed extremely probable; and
that the means of gratifying this wish might be grantsd them in
vhis Jatter day, when apvancemznt seems 10 be the order of God's
providence in every department of human interest, appeared by
no means impossible.

The reanlts, however, of thia investigation, at that iime, were
{for reasops ithen pot apparent, but whieh have sicee been
made plain to us) far from satisfactory.  Though we witpessed
some striking evidences of invisible ivtelligent ageney, there was
nothing by which this agenoy could be positively identified ; and
the conclusion seemed most in accordance with oor previous opin-
iond, that it any ageney beyond that of human beings was con.
cernsd, it was that of evil and seducing spirits, )
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qaentiy 1o this, we were led a.ga?‘ to ab
gstioation, under f’zrcumsmmeﬁ more fi oruble o
qﬁu:tor}“ ecopclusion. At this time, p‘rzbiz{: wtten-
besinping to be tarned somewhat extensively to the
.:ibmanvawere vielding eredence to s{zese marvf:?@, as the
s or attestations of & new dispensation of vine truth
mcurﬁf«f? f-\;if these things were from the Spirit of Evil, that fact
Ve idmcuwhs:uto be aseortaiped and expesed ; and that it did
could e o those who profess to have had their minds enlightened,
nat bfq’mf»;a—gé{}gz perceptions guickened to discern between truth
anc ﬁ"‘ezr-h[%v-éz;reesn~ avil and good, to sit by with folded h:}(ndsy and
errmnult to rescue irow this paw *sngqe G‘f. the dewh“_ thoss
‘being ‘taken capiive by }:im at his wzn‘.’* it musgmﬁrat“
be proved tobe a suare o the devx}‘ les‘z, in our ﬂﬁrm t?ﬁxf
cue, we should *be found even io fight against {Jqd (Actf 5. 399
312;5 nroof could not be obiained witheut a candid personui exami-

; ; iSOl ratione
pation, and such we resolved to make. as the only busisofa rational

yect, &0
sulject:

and
pot atielm
who wers
hev;es’fzr,

The © interview were of the most surprising,
e * . . I o
)«ssﬂunéih‘f} character. An intelligence, cluiming to be the
, astounaing ;

yei  venerated parent, who had long since passed within the

et ol . PR
EPEEX}:imWeste& ite presence, and addressed to one of us a come
vell, mantie ’

ion giewing with gmrent&iﬂ;{i’:‘eezion, and bregll‘;mg L{iﬁ
spirtt of the wpper realm, This was accompanied by the
tement of 3 number of facts pertaining to his earthly life, none
s tich, we were fully satisfied, could have been gpowe to any
o flug\bo’dxx present, ¢xnopt the ioguirer, and some of them un-
iif;:\r. c»enJ to him. ;t’hough the investigation %12*5 bwn‘ Jf;
roached with minds on me_aiert,' and pergeptzfmsaz urpeltxe?:é
gemct ecllusion, imposturs, degeznmu. or dxabc;h?m in ‘f‘f‘;“ :;&
y no trace of them could be perceived ; all was ‘c— nducte
with evident frankness and candor, on the part 0}" tgﬂ}ﬁ% q:,ond-
cersed ; and po solution of the mystery wag t‘.her} arrivec a,»,’a‘q
no adequate one has since bgan oﬁ'er.ed, which does ?a%);ec.);‘i:m,ze
the ageney of invisible intelligent beings. A trumpet- dii}w TOm
she clouds could scarcely have been more starthing %? u‘zzﬁre«
{iéices and unbelief, than was that_message fer‘mi tff:, h,ueg
world,  For days it seemed as if o voiee from Efemfm vm;; xﬁﬁt{.g
ringing in our astonished ears, and never were sxf;scc{u‘s f:s;r,l
deeply stirred than by that solenn exhortation teﬁ eaﬂ‘ s life o
holiness and sobriety op eari’nv" ti’fa:‘ we might receive u..e’ CTOWn
of glory’ and the Divine benediction when we should enter upon
e 1 come, .
gLf&;i;; be well supposed, the interest awakened by this }03(:{}:!!:»
rence, was sufficient te Jead to n further investigativn. DBat 8
ing counl . onee ceeived, however
truth 50 pove! and startiing could nob at ence be_r,qezv\, 3 v
demonstrative and convineing the svidence on which it rested. mn;_
was it until evidence had accumulated upon evidence, and proo

forsas,

bhecome piled upon proof— cot updil mavifestations eg the most
ou ; 2% it a grea
marvelous character had been repeatedly witnessed, under a gr
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thought of,— ot 10 \;eje\"t m = n‘tu
whether the‘f be of God.’
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cessive months di
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coenest pPOWers Of
| percepiion, whict
nd ivahﬁ fmm Hirm who has ssid, :
these intelligences from another ‘sphere began to
mani (Ls‘ tlmm mses to us, in & manner most
7ers ing we had elsewhere witne
;sw aedumm mf our 6wWo .ume {L‘Ku without the interve
ntle Lpg"‘nmvs, tk Ley h(n‘e
mw mrwm‘i 15 we were f"‘}e to bear the incre
ter Ami m her and clearer proofs of the T(,uuiy uf i'
sheir heavenly missi g
or seven T‘luﬂtb».,, we have been pert nneu, as we be~
of the gweetest and mo i
irits of *just nmes made porfeet’ &
to detail to you in this communication the
scenes which we have passed through, nor to reel
istened to, éumn»r a}m period.
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