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INTRODI( “TION.

w’ﬂ,

HE belief | in Nif c and Witchcraft
was almast um“« sal in the Middle
Ages, and “affected é‘ f%'y class of Socxcty,
and all sorts and confd ons of men.” In
our own country, : " svidenced by our
judicial records, the 1 § casonihg” credulity
which swept iacrossg(,,e civilised world,
rose to high-water m ', assisted as it was
by the efforts of tha( fise fool of a King,

" James the Flrst of I gland and Sixth of

Scotland. | b

This is a n;anslatwﬂ’ frc)m the Ofhcial
records,of the| Royal ‘Court of Guernsey,
of the trial of threérlwomcn for witch-

. craft in !617]. It W taken from Mr.

J. L. Pitt’s ”fm/*mz / am{ Devil-Lore in
the C hannel I:la?zd; ny onc interested in
the subject shc]uld get a copy of this very
curious, mtcrcﬂtmg and rcally wc 11 edited
pamphlet. LT
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ConfeSSmmS of W1téhes
undef Tox‘tufe

W

e

Before AMICE DE CARTERE’I‘,UEsq Bailiff,

v

and the ]urats. 1

_ JULY 41/; 1617.‘
SENTENCE OF \DEATH

Collettc du Mom, widow of Fean Becgwt Marie, her
daughter, wife of Pierre ]Ma::] ;5 and Label Becque,
wife of Fean Le Moygne, bcmg by common rumqur
and report for a long time past addxcttd to the
damnablc art of Wltchcraft and fhc same being
thcrcupon seized and apprchcndcd by the Officers of
His Majesty [ James L.}, after volun(:mly submitting
themselves, both upon t{hc general | inquest of the
country, and after having becn sevcral times brought
up before the Court, h&rd cxammcd, and confronted,
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6 CONFESSIONS OF WITCHES /

upon a great' number of depositions made and pro-
duced before the Court by the said Officers; from
which it is clear and evident that for many years|past
the aforesaid women have practised the didbolicgl art
of Witchcraft, by having not only cast their gpells
upon inanimate objects, but also by having retained
in langour through strange diseases, many persons and
beasts ; and also cruelly hurt a great number of men,
women, and children, and caused the death of many
animals, as recorded in the informations t!}c Fupon
laxd, it follows that they are clearly convicted and
proved to be Witches. In expiation of which crime
it has been ordered by the Court that the said women
shall be presently conducted, with halters about! their
necks, to the usual place of punishment, and; shall
there be fastened by the Executioner to a gallows,
and be hanged, strangled, killed, and burnt, until their
flesh and bones are reduced to ashes, and the ashes
shall ‘be scattered ; and all their goods, chattels, and
estates, if any such exist, shall be forfeited to His
Majesty, In order to make them diado‘o# their
accomplices, they shall be put to the qucstxoni before
the Court, previous to being executed. |
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UNDEIJ MRTU RE. 7

" Sentence oﬁ Death ha g' been pwnodmced against
’ Cullette Du Mont, dow of Fean B:;gm, Marie,
her daugbtcr, wife of 'Pzerre Ila:x_j; and Jsabel

Becguct, wife of j’ean Le A{o_ygn&, the same
have c0nfcsscd as leloWs R

CONFESSION OF tox,x.n'r'rl-: DU MONT.

' First, thc said Collem x! xatelyaaftcr the said
sentence wis pronounceﬂ, d before leaving the ‘Coutt,
freely admxttcd that she wasa Wxtch; at the same
time, not ﬁuhmg to sp#cxfy the crimes which she had
’ commxtted.; she was ta.’r.cn,1 along with the others, to

—Sp—g.sm.,ﬁ_

the Tortate Chambcr,‘ and the said qucstnon being

~ applied to hcr, she confeuea that she was quite young

when the Devzl,mtbcﬁomgofa«,at appeared toher:

in the Parish of Torteval ¢ as she was tcturnmg from
her cattle, it being mn dayhght, and. that he took

occasion to lead her tray by inciting her to avenge’

herself on-one of her Acxghbours, with whom she was
then at enmxty, on a”;count of sonic ‘damage which

4 J
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'AI'NJM cd}%occmm; whw: they are not- -

Mg Pitts obsc correspond to similar
'pr:?uamtheonpml mdm’cvﬁendmuuthcm.
cmvcmg‘abywhxh sﬂ the wretched

iorwmbc th;tmthcioniummvmm

made 0 a )R icited by lcading .
oﬁwmmdbyaﬁeﬁhmnof
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8 CONFESSIONS OF WITCHES :

she had suffered through the cattle of the lattjl ; that
since then when she had a quarrel with an fone, he
appeared to her in the aforesaid form : and sometimes
in the form of a dog : inducing her to take vengeance
upon those who had angered her : persuading her to
cause the death of persons and cattle.-
That_the Devil having come to fetch her

one perceiving it: and gave her a certai
ointment with which (after having stripped

door, when she was immediately carried thro
air-'at a great speed: and she found hersel

Devils who were there in the form of dogs, cats, and
hares : which Wizards and Witches she was |unable
to recognise, because they were all blackened and
disfigured : it was true, however, that she ha hcard
the Devil summon them by their names, a d she
remembered among others those of Fallsis and
Hardie ; confessed that on entering the Sabbath{: the
Devil wishing to summon them commenced with her
sometimes. Admitted that her daughter ll;ma, wife
of Massy, now condemned for a similar crime, Wwas a
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" Witch ¢ and that she‘t

ro'x'rvaz. .9

with her: at the Sabbath; w having wonhxpped the
Devil, who used to st%ndg pon his hind legs, they had
connection with hxm und¢s the form'of a dog; then
they danced back to And after -having danced,
they drank wine (sbﬁfdix, y; not know what colour it
was), which the Devil ured out cﬂ_’ a jug into a
silver or pewter gobldt ; which wine did not seem to
her so good as thatf‘w ih was usually drunk ; they
also ate white bread whm§ he presented to them-—-ahc
had never seen any s&lt at‘the Sabbath,

Confessed that thq De l had charged her to call, as
she ;nssed forlwbel’k gne when she came to the
Sabbath, which she had done several times. On leaving
the Sabbath the Devil x&xted her to commit various
evil deeds: add to 4th¢]cﬁ'ect he gave her certain
black powders, whnih Hdordcred her to throw upoy,
such persons and cattle ‘as she wished.; with this
powder she perpetraqed d# reral wicked acts which she
did not remember:| anif f}g others she threw some
upon M Dolbell, parish. }mmstcr and was the occa-
sion of his death by the’e means. With this same
powder she bewitchéd t% wife of Fean Maugues : but
denied that the woman’s Jeath was caused by it :
also touched on the ﬂf J;, and threw some of thts
powder over the &cea&# wife of Mr Percjard, the
minister who succeefded Lae naid Dclbell in the parish,

she being enceinte at |the fime, and so caused the death
of her and her mfand-‘uhe did not knqw that the
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her twice to-the Sabbath-
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10 CONFESSIONS OF WITCHES

deceased woman had given her any cause for doing so.

Upon the refusal of the wife of Collas Tottevin to
give her some milk : she caused her cow to dry up,
by throwing upon it some of this powder : whxch cow
she afterwards cured again by making it cat'some
bran, and some terrestrial herb that the Devil gave her.

CONFESSION OF MARIE BECQUET.

Marie, wife of Pierre Massy, after sentence of death
had been pronounced against her, having been put to
the question, confessed that she was a Witch; and that
at the persuasion of the Devil, who appeared to her
in the form of a dog: she gave herself to him: that
when she gave herself to him he took her by the hand
with bis paw : that she used to anoint herself with
. the same ointment as her mother used : and had been
‘to the Sabbath upon the bank near Rocquaine Castle
with her, where there was no one but the Devil and
her as it scemed : in the aforesaid form in which she
"had seen him several times : She was also at the
Sabbath on one occasion among others in the road near
Collas Tottevin's; every time that she went to the
Sabbath, the Devil came to her, and it seemed as
though he transformed her into a female dog ; she
said that upon the shore, near the said Rocquaine : the
Devil, in the form of a dog, having had connection
with her, gave her bread and wine, which she ate and
drank. '
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UVDER mnmnz. o u

The Devxl gave h¢r

whom he ordergd hcr ?ac threw some of them by.
his orders npon penom f:pd cattle : notably upon the
child of Pierre Brehw ’ftcm, upon | t& wife of Fean
Bourgaize, while she wat enceinte, Item, upon the:
child of Lemard le Messeyi

, e
|

CONFESSION of ISABEL BECQUBT
l

Label, wite of 7m / Mmz having been, put’ to
the question, at onée coﬁfaoed that she was a Witch :
and that upon het gc&mg into a’ quarrel with thc
woman Girarde, who | wu her sister-in-law : the
Devil, in the form|of a hrc, took occasion to tempt
her : appearing tofhcr_e_ﬁ broad daylight in a road
near her house : and pe{suading and inciting her to
give herself to him: that he would help her to
avenge herself on qbc .mn;/ Girarde, and evcrybody clse:
to which pcrmasxdn ;he,)would not at the moment
condescend to y:lf %0 J}e at once dnsappatcd but
verywonhcca agamtohermtheumeroad
and pursuing his prevnom argument : cxhormd her in
the same tcrmsztaboﬁ that done, he kﬁ her and
went away, after hﬂn;m previously given her a sackful

of\panmpt; she khcnxz k a certaxnxq:k powder

wrapped in a cloﬂ: ;miphxch be it; which
A o | "
P

R

jin powdcrl' which po\vders »
"he put into her hand, fo;,hcr to throw upon those
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12 CONFESSIONS OF WITCHES

powder she kept by her. He appeared to her another
time under the same form in the town district, inciting
- her agew to give herself to him, but she not wishing to
comply, he next made a request to her to give him some
living animal: whereupon she returned to her dwelling
and fetched a chicken which she carried to him to the
same place where she had left him, and he took it : and
after having thankad her he made an appointment for
her to be present the next morning before daylight at
the Sabbath, promising that he would send for her:
according to which promise, during the ensuing night,
the old woman Collette du Mont, came to fetch her, and
gave her some black ointment, which she had had
from the Devil; with this (after having stripped herself)
she annointed her back and belly, then having dressed
herself again she went out of her house door: when
she was instantly caught up : and carried across hedges
and bushes to the bank on the sea shore, in the
. neighbourhood of Rocquaine Castle, the usual place
where the Devil kept his Sabbath; no sooner had she
arrived there than the Devil came to her in the form
of a dog, with two great horns sticking up : and with
one of his paws (which scemed to her like hands)
took her by the hand : and calling her by her name
told her that she was welcome : then immediately
the Devil made her kneel down : while he himself
stood up on his hind legs ; he then made her express
detestation of the Eternal in these words: I renounce

7 God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost ;

‘\
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UNDER TORTURE., * 13

and then caused her|to worship and invoke himself in
these terms : Our Gtear Master, help us! with a special
compact to be faithful to him; and when this was
done he had connection with her in thc aforcsaxd form
of a dog, but a littld larger: then shé and the others
danced with him back to back : aftct havmg danced,
the Devil poured oxit of a jug some black wine, which
he presented to them in a wooden bowl, fgom which
she drank, but it dj;; not seem to her so go#d as. the
wine which is usually drunk : there was also bread—
but she did not catfany confessed tliat shq gave her-
self to him for'a month: they rct#umed from the
Sabbath in the same manner that the!y wery thetc _
The second timé{ she was at the S# was after
the old woman Colfette had been to fcilch bér, and she
anointed herself with the ointment as above stated ;—
declared, that on c}xtcrmg the Sabbatb, sbcs again had
connectipn with the Devil and danced with &im; after

~ having danced, and upon his sohcxtat;on to. pralong the

time, she gave her;clf' to him for theee years;; at the

Sabbath the Devnl used to wmmongtbe Wnatdumad. .

Witches in rcgulzr order (she rcmembcred very well
having heard him call the old woman Collette the first,

in these terms: Madame the Old Woman Becquette):’

then the woman Fallam, and afterwards the woman
Hardie. . Item, he also called Marie, wife of Massy,
and daughtcr of thc said Collezte.  Said that after them
she herself was called by the Devil : in these terms:

The Little Becquette: she also hcard him call there

-




14 CONFESSIONS OF WITCHES

Collas Bccgf;et, son of the said old woman (who
[Collas] held her by the hand in dancing, and
someone [a woman] whom she did nét know, held
her by the other hand): there were about K:i:n
there she did not know : the said old woman was
always nearest to the Devil : occasionally while some
were dancing, others were having connection with the
Devils in“the form of dogs ; they remained at the
Sabbath about three or four hours, not more. !
While at the Sabbath the Devil marked her at the|
upper part of the thigh : which mark having becn‘
examined by the midwives, they reported that they|
had stuck a small pin deeply into it, and that she ha
not felt it, and that no blood had issued : she did no
know in what part the Devil had marked the others l
those who came first to the place of the Sabbathl
waited for the others ; and all the Wizards' and
Witches appeared in their proper forms : but blackened:
and disfigured so that they could not be recognised. ,’
The D=vil appeared sometimes in the form of a gua#
at the Sabbath ; never saw him in other forms : on
- their departure he made them kiss him behind, and
asked them when they would come again : he exhorted
them always to be true to him : and to do evil deeds
and to this end he gave them certain black powders)
wrapped in a cloth, for them to throw upon thoo¢
whom they wished to bewitch: on leaving th&:
Sabbath, the Devil went away in one direction and
they in the other: after he had taken them all by the




believed that

.
hand : At the mmgatnon of the Devxl she t.hrcw some
of the powder over|several persons ansa cattle : notably
over Fean Jehan, when he came to Her house to look
for a pig, Item,jover the child of Fames Gall’ ienne,
and over' others. | Itetn, over the ¢attle of Brouart,
and of others. F

It was the Devil that was seen at the said Gallienne s
house in the form of a rat and 2 wcazlc, she herself
being then in the nc:ghbourhood%f ‘Galliennc's house,
and *he {the Devil] came to her in thc form of a man,
and strugk her’ sdveral- blows on the face and head :
by which she was bruised and tord in the way that
she was seen the fext day by Tlmua! Sohier. And she
cause of -this maltreatmeht was
because she would not go with the Devxl to the house
of the said Galli

U.NDER TORTURE.

C,

Ske never wegt to the Sabbath except whcn hcr

A husband remained all night fishing at sea.

L4

Whenever she wanted to bewitch anyone and her
powder happened to have ijeen all md up, the Devil
appeared to her 4nd told, Y:cr to gb to such a place,
*which he na for sofne more, and when she did
- s0, she never failed to ﬁxid it thcrc.
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