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PREFACE

FOR twenty years I have been writing down the results of my
studies of the career and character, the mission and influence of
Jesus of Nazareth, son of Joseph and Mary. Within the last two
years 1 have been permitted the opportunity to gather these results
together and give them a chronological and unifying relationship.
The view of Jesus the Christ here set forth appears to me not less
than a matter of supreme and vital moment. In a somewhat large
and active ministry, I have found the experience of men making such
a picture of the Messiah of Humanity as I have tried faithfully to
reproduce in these pages. Every line of this biographical study has
been made true to me, either in the Christian experience of myself
or in the religious growth and sanctification of others whom I have
tried to help, by acquainting them with the Master of Men. If,
therefore, more of the preacher and pastor appears in these chapters,
than of the theologian and scholar, this fact—that for many years I
have found Jesus Christ repeating His acts and re-living His life in
the lives of the people whom God has given me to guide—must fur-
nish sole, and, I hope, sufficient explanation.

A long list, indeed, would they furnish, if ‘I were to supply the
names of the authors and the books which I have freely drawn
upon, and all other means employed by me, in writing this book.
To make such acknowledgment in the form of a catalogue, would
expose me justly to the charge of pedantry. For more than a score
of years we have witnessed a genuine and widespread renaissance
of interest in the life and sayings of the Messiah, and he who was
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es of Christ’s teaching, or incidents in His career.
his course in order that the volume might add
that spiritual Christ who is

seriously determined to make any account of Jesus the Christ must important featur

I have preferred t

have previously acquainted himself with the results of the explo- ]
hing to the growing portrait of

ration, exegetical inquiry, thinking and faith of many of the ablest somet

King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

I believe that the race is on the verge of an era in which the
influence and teaching of Jesus of Galilee must
inspiration of thinking and conduct.

men who ever toiled with the greatest of subjects. For myself, I say |
gratefully that I am indebted to all of them. In this sense, there- {
fore, the result I present to the public does not claim a single | personality, career,

be the central and dominant : !
ent Him to that era, as Faith and Experience know Him,

has been the aim and hope of

element of originality. I do not know of any study which has con- |
cerned itself with the life or words of Jesus of Galilee which I have j To pres
not carefully considered, and I confess that I am not aware of any accordant with the sacred records,

ray of light from any quarter, of which I have not unreservedly this work. F W, GUNSAULUS.

availed myself, so far as it was honorable, in seeking to illuminate
‘ CentraL CHUrcH, CHICAGO, May I, 1899.

the picture of the Christ and to determine His teachings and their |
significance. I have not asked my readers to go with me through
the process of finding what I believe to be the truth. My studies
have been most inspiring and delightful, but necessarily arduous, and §
a score of years in length. I offer what I at length conceive to be §
the truth itself. '

Irksome and annoying would it be for anyone to go into a |
sculptor’s studio and enter painstakingly with him into the work of ]
cutting the marble and working out each line of the portrait §
sculpture. Chips would fly, and dust would distract the vision. I
present the statue as carefully studied and as sincerely wrought, as |
true and complete as I could make it with a vision all too limited, ,
and a chisel all too blunt. I ask my readers to trust that I have ]
weighed and balanced the testimony and reasonings provided by
scholarly men as to the authenticity of the received records, the j
proper location of places mentioned, the true chronology of events,
and the significance of thousands of particulars in dates, language,
environment, point of view, and the bearing of these upon the past,
present and future. Those phases of the life of Jesus least com-
prehensively dwelt upon in well-known books, I have chosen to study 1
with my readers, even at the risk of being charged with neglecting
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THE PERPETUAL CHRISTMAS.

THE bleak winds hush their wintry cry
And murmur softly with the sigh

Of Mary in the lowly place

Where shines the Baby’s holy face.
Yet everywhere men ask this morn:
<Oh, where is our Redeemer born?’’

The winds of time are still this night;

One Star is guiding calm and bright.

My soul, hush thou and follow on

Through day to night, through night to dawn!
Where childhood needs thy love, this morn,
Lo, there is thy Redeemer born!

So, Jesus, with their carrolled praisc,
Thou comest in our day of days.
These bring Thee to our earth again;
We hear once more the angels’ strain.
Blest be the children on this morn;
Behold our dear Redeemer born!

CHAPTER.
I

I

111

v

v

VI

VII
VIII
IX

X

XI

XIT
XIII
XIV
XV
XVI
XVII
XVIII
XIX
XX
XXI
XXII
XXIII
XX1V
XXV
XXVI
XXVII
XXVIII
XXIX
XXX
XXXI
XXXI11
- XXXIII

CONTENTS.

PAGE
The Expectant World ... ..o i 17
The Vision of Zacharias .. .....c.retenninieinnennneeannn 29
The Angel and the Virgin......... ... i, 37
The Birth of Jesus .. ... ove it e 47
The Divine Infancy ... ..ttt 57
The Wise Men and the Flight to Egypt ....................... 63
Back to Palestine ... covouine it 73
The Home at Nazareth . ........... ... . i 81
«In Galilee of the Gentiles” .. .. ... ... . . iiiiiniinnnnn .. 87
On the Way to the Passover Feast................. ..ot 93
In the Temple at Jerusalem ..... ... ... . ... .o, 101
The Growing Youthat Home .. .............................. 109
The Reading and Culture of Jesus ........ ... ... . ... ... 115
Educative Influencesin Galilee............. ... . ... .. ... ... 119
Political and Intellectual Influences............... ... ... ... .. 127
The Baptism by John ... ... ... . i 137
Jesus Tempted in the Wilderness .. ...... ... .o 151
The Temptation of Jesus—Continued .......... ..., 161
The Return from the Wilderness. .........ccvviiiiiiiinn.. 169
Calling the First Disciples ...... (... it 179
Philip and Nathanael....... ... ... i, 187
The Wedding at Cana in Galilee......... ... ... ....ccoireunn.. 195
The Cleansing of the Temple. . .....oveeiuninreiinnnn. ... 205
The Visit of Nicodemus .. .couueiiuoier et i 219
The Woman of -Samaria .......oveit it 233
The Woman of Samaria—Continued ...ovvovevniiinn. oo, 243
From Samaria to Cana and Nazareth.......................... 253
The Calling of the Four Disciples .......... e 263
Jesus in the Synagogue and Home . ........................... 273
Calling of Matthew, the Publican . ... .....oovureunnennnn. ... 289
Jesus Again in Jerusalem ... ... . i, 301
In Galilee.. ... i 313
The Sermon on the Mount—The Beatitudes ................... 331

g xi




xii
CHAPTER.
XXXIV
XXXV
XXXVI
XXXVII
XXXVIII
XXXIX
XL
XI1.I
XLII
XLIIT
XLIV
XLV
XLVI
XLVII
XLVIII
XLIX
L
LI
LII
LIII
LIV
LV
LVI
LVII
LVIII
LIiX
LX

CONTENTS.

PAGE.
The Sermon on the Mount—Continued . ............coeee ... 347
The Sermon on the Mount—Continued........................ 357
The Sermon on the Mount—Continued ........................ 369 |
Many Mighty Works and the Imprisoned Baptizer........... ... 377
Phariseeism and Its Defeat. ....... ... ... oo oL, 393
The Messiah—King of Humanity ........... ..o o oL, 409
Jairus’ Daughter .. .. ... .o i 425
The Multiplied Loaves and Fishes............... e 437
The Demand Upon Faith and the Great Confession ...... e 451
The Transfiguration.......... .. oot 461
Preaching in Galilee.. ... ..o i 481
The Man Born Blind .. ... ... it 493 ;
Marthaand Mary ......cooiiininiennnnonn.. PP 503
At the Dinner of the Pharisee—Parables....................... 513
On the Way to']erusalem—-Palm Sunday............... o 521
Preparation for the True Passover ........ ... .. i, 533
The Upper Room ........ e e iiiaeae .. 545
The Last Words to theD1501ples . L ¢
Last Words to the Disciples—Continued ............. ... ...... 573
In the Garden of Gethsemane .......... ... ... ... civev.on.. 585
Tothe Trial.. .. oo i i i it nee e, 597
Before Pilate ........cooeii i, e 607
The Uplifted Christ.oovviit i e 621
The Death of Jesus........ooiiiii il ciii i, 639
The Sabbath . ... ..o i e 649
The Easter Glory . ... ot i 655 §
The Risen and Ascended Lord........oo oot .. 667

B. Plockhorst. (Full page.)

The Annunciation—A Fragment. .

Spring in Palestine..............
A Land of Fruitfulness...........
Snow in Palestine. ..

Fallen ]erusalem——From Pamtmg

by Thomas Sedden. (Fullpage.)
Hebron.....oovvvvienennnnnnnnn.
Drawing the Name of the Priest...
Temple Offering.................

The Golden Gate, Jerusalem......
Nazareth—From Painting by W.
Holman Hunt. (Full page.)...
The Angel and the Virgin.........
A Street in Nazareth. ..
Church of the Annunmatlon at Naz-
areth .
The Marnage of ]oseph and Mary
Bethlehem ......................
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem.
The Annunciation—Fragment from
Painting of B. Plockhorst.......
Grotto of the Shepherds..........
Field of the Shepherds...........
The Mother's Offering............
Nave of the Church of the Natwltv
The Astrologer.. .
The Wise Men from the East
The Flight into Egypt
Light in Egypt.. e
Native House at Bethlehem .......
The Village and Plain of Esdrzlon
The Carpenter’s Son. . ceen
The Divine Child
An Early Student. .

“The Law ertten on the Door
Posts "

PAGE,
" Frontispiece, The Holy Family—by

ILLUSTRATIONS.

PAGE.

Jesus on the Way to Jerusalem—
From Painting by O. Mengelberg.

17 (Full page.)..
22 Finding of Chrlst in the Temple—
26 From Painting by W. Holman
27 Hunt. (Full page.)...........
The Return from Jerusalem—From
28 Painting by Count Ferdinand
29 Harrach. (Full page.).........
31 Head of Christ—Fragment from
3; Painting of Christ in the Temple,
3 by Hoffman...................
36 Tower of David, ]erusalem .......
37 A Rabbi Teacher.. .
40 Panorama of ]erusalem from ]erlcho
Road.........c.ooooiiiiiiii,
42 View of the Country of Judea.....
45 Cedars of Lebanon...............
47 “‘Over Whose Acres Walked Those
51 Blessed Feet.”................
A Typical Village .. ..............
53  Wilderness of Judea..............
57 Pilgrims’ Booths Near the Jordan..
60 John the Baptist in the Wilderness
62 —From Painting by Sir John Gil-
64 bert, R. A. (Full page.).......
65 The Jordan Where Christ Was Bap-
69 tized. .
71 A Quiet Pool n the vaer ]ordan
72  Mount of Temptation. . ..
73 Scape-goat......................
76  The Wilderness To-day. .
81 Head of Chrlst—Fragmont — VV
85 Hoffmann.....................
87 Legend of St. Veronica — From
Painting by Gabriel Max.......
91 The Christ—From Palntmg by Leo-
95 nardo da Vinci. .
x1il

96




PAGE,

Xiv ILLUSTRATIONS.
PAGE.
Pilgrims Enterlng Bethlehem. (FuH At the House of Matthew—From
page.) . . . . 178 Painting by Alexander Bida.
‘“ Follow Me ................... 179 (Full page.).. cen
Ruins of Bethsalda ............... 182 The Calling of St Matthew R
Sea of Galilee—Tiberias........ . 184 The Old Institution. e
Jacob’s Ladder.................. 189  Outer Court of the Temple ........
Cana of Galilee.................. 195 Pool of Bethesda................
The Jar in Which the Water Was ““Rise, Take Up ’lhy Bed and
Turned to Wine............... 197 Walk.”
Native House in Cana of Galilee... 199 Ramah of Ben]amm ..............
An Old Fountain — Environs of Abraham. .. .
Cana.. ..o iiiiiie .. 201 Sea of Galilee Near Capernaum
Characteristic Street in Nazareth.. 203 Christ’s Reproof of the Pharisees.
Pilgrims on the Way to the Pass- ““Hallow My Sabbaths.”. ... ......
OVET .t it et ie e et e et 205 Tomb of Hiram, King of Tyre..
Damascus, from East Gate. ... 208 Christ Calling the Apostles ]ames
The Sea of Galilee, from T1berns 210 and John. (Full page.)..
Christ Cleansing the Temple (Full Ruins of Bethsaida. .
page.) ..... .... 214 The Sermon on the Mount—From
Passover Offermg ................ 216 Painting by A. Noack. (Full
Jerusalem and Surroundings...... o217 page.).. e
Nicodemus’ Visit at Night........ 219 Tomb of David. .. v,
Moses and the Brazen Serpent.... 226 Moses Witnessing God's Presence
Christ and the Woman of Samaria on Mount Sinai................
atthe Well.................... 233 A PublicScribe..................
Ruins of Samaria................ 235 Mount Sinai.
Old Arch Near Samaria........... 237 Judean Hills and Valley 'of Hin-
The Carrying Away of Israel...... 239 MOML ettt it i ciiaan o
Jacob’s Well.................... 241 At the Altar of Sacrifice..........
A Woman of Samaria............ 243 Blowing His Own Horn..........
Sychar..................... .... 244 Ruins of Christian Church at Bee-
Fountain in Shechem Valley...... 246 roth..
Mount Gerizim.................. 248 Ex1st1ng VValls of Jerusalem North
Tomb of Joseph Near Ebal and west Side .. ....... . .
Gerizim ......coiiiiien .. 250 A Rabbi................. ... ....
The Woman’s Return from the W ell 251 Bethany .
Wheatfields . . 253 “Con51der the Llhes of the Valley
Ruins of the Synaffoaue at Caper— Solomon in All His Glory. .
DAUM v e vt ie e e it e e, 255 House on a Rock. .
Ruins of Joseph’s House, Nazareth 258 Capernaum and the Sea of Gahlee
Reading the Law. . 260 Ruinsof Naini ..................
Christ Preaching to the People . 263 The Mensa Christa, Nazareth. .. ..
Christ and the Fishermen......... 266 The Dead Sea...................
¢ Fear Not,” Said Jesus.......... 269 Isaiah ............... ... .. ...
Overturned Lintel of a Synagogue. 273 On the Shore—Chorazin..........
Jesus at the House of Simon...... 277 The Woman at the House of Simon
No Room for the Leper.......... 282 the Pharisee—From Painting by
The Paralytic Let Down Through D. G. Rossetti. (Full page.)..
the Roof..........cooo it 285 Healing the Sick............. ...

.. 288

289

. 297

301
304

. 306
309

. 311

313
316
318
322

. 326

327

. 330

333

337
344
347

350
352
355

357

. 360

365
. 366

369

. 372

374
377
379
382
386
387
389

JLLUSTRATIONS. XV
PAGE. PAGE.
Lender.. ..... 397 Place of the Good Samaritan...... 491
%I‘l;:r 1\1/\Il[oanged};1a ................... 399 The Light of the World.......... 493
Christ and the Holy Women. ... .. 401 The Pool of Slloa'm._ ............. 495
esus the Consoler............... 403 “We Know Thaty This Is qu Ssn,
The Healing One.. . 409 and That He Was Born Blind.”.. 497
Christ the Remunerator . 411 The Good Shepherd....... RERERER 501
Parable of the Sower (4 Panels) 41 2, 413 Sycamore Branch and Fruit...... 502
The Evil One Sowing Tares...... 416 Jesusand Mary.................. 503
The Herd of Swine—From Painting Natives Grinding Corn, Jerusalem. 505
by Briton Rivire, R. A. (Full Resurrection of Lazarus.......... 508
PAGE.) « o ww et e e 420 “Accord17ng ”to Your Faith Be It
Weeping Over Jarius’ Daughter— Unto You” —From Painting by
From Painting by J. de Vriendt. 424 Enrique Serra. (Full page 3. 512
Olive Vineyard Near Samaria...... 425 The Lost Piece of Silver. . . 513
Christ Resuscitating Jairus’ Daugh- s %Ee }jroghgall\slon ................ 516
BOL. ot v et e e e e e 42 e Tribute Money.............. 521
The Woman Touching the Hem of House of Zaccheus.............. 522
Christ's Garment. . ... 428 Christ Entering Jerusalem........ 524
«¢Peace Be Unte Thy House . 430 Christ Weeping Over Jerusalem... 526
Samaria. 1  The Widow’s Mite............... 530
Caesarea- Phll1pp1, ‘Site of Herod's + Panorama of Jerusalem........... 531
Castle . 3 Meditation . 533
Ruins of Crusaders Castle, leerlas 132 The Rich Young Man—l* rom Pamt—
Bread and Fishes........oovv... 7 ing by E. Gebhardt............ 536
Christ and Peter................. 114 Bethany, House of Mary and
¢““ComeUnto Me All Ye That Labor Martha ............o oo 539
and Are Heavy Laden.”........ 447 Where Christ’s Betrayal Was Fore-
Manna in the Wilderness......... 448 told..ovv it 542
By the Sea of Galilee—From Paint- The Outer Court of the Temple.... 543
ing by T. Goodall, R. A. (Full '(l:‘he Battlements UpP?n thef Roofs.. 545
Page.) oo il o hrist Washing the Feet of Peter.. 550.
The Walls of ]erusalem, Looking 45 Judas Going Out Into the Night... 554
Toward Mount of Olives. 451 The Last Supper— Drawing by
Tyre. . cee... 453 George Spiel. (Full page.).... 560
Caesarea Phlhppl Gate“ay ........ 456 Fragments from ¢ The Last Sup-
Jesus Teaching the People........ 439 per,”” by Leonardo da Vinci,
Mount of Olives—Chapel of Ascen- e, 562, 564, 566, 568
SIO0 ... 460 Paul and John—From Painting by
The Summit of Mount Carmel..... 461 Raphael.......... ..ol 570
The Glory of the Olden Time..... 469  Valley of Jehoshaphat, Showing the
he Transfiguration—From Paint- Tombs of James aud Zachariah.. 571
ing by R 1phae1 (Full page.).. 476 A Love Feast................... . 573
Mount Tabor.............. ... .. 479 Hill of the Evil Counsel.......... 575
Christ Blessing Little Children— Christ and the Vine.............. 576
From Painting by B. Plockhorst. The Hymn of the Last Supper.... 582
. é{FuH Page.) i e 482  Christ Leaving the Pretorium—
e That Is Without Sin Among From Painting by Gustav Doré.. 584
You, Let Him Cast the First Christ Entering the Garden of Geth-
tone at Her.” . ... oL 488 SEMANE vt vttt it eetnvn v vnnen., 585

//



xvi ILLUSTRATIONS.

PAGE.

The Tower in Which Herod Is Said
to Have Stayed................
Bridge Over Brook Kidron .. .. ..
Christ in the Garden of (Jethsemane
Place Where Disciples Were Found
Sleeping
‘Behold, He Is At Hand That Be-
trayeth Me,”’ ... oot
Judas® Kiss..ovoevvanenninen.
Roman Soldiers Conducting the
Bound Man........coviveenne.
The Garden of Gethsemane.......
House of Caiaphas..
¢« Peter Went Out and \Vept th—
terly.” .
Entrance to ]uddment Hall of Pllate
The Judgment Hall of Pilate......
Christ Before Pilate — Fragments
from Painting by Montkaski. . 608,
The Remorse of Judas-— From
Painting. by Edward Armitage,
R. A. (Full page.}............
Lane Leading to Herod’s Palace.
Place Where Crown of Thorns Was
PutOn.......ooiiiiiit
«] I'ind No Fault with Him.”.....
Christ Taking Leave of His Mother

......................

586
588
590

592

594
595
597

598
600

602

605 -

607
609
612
. 614

618
619

‘621

PAGE.
y of the
CroSS vvvu v vivmneanns e e, 624, 625
«“«Weep Not for Me.”. ... ........ 627
Casting Lots for Christ’s Garments. 634
The THOUIUS « + v eenen e e e ees 637
Mary, the Mother of Christ, and the
Apostle John............0. .t 639
Home of Simas, the Penitent Thief 641
The Gibes of the Soldiers of Rome. 644
The Soldiers Leaving Calvary..... 647
Asking Pilate for Christ’s Body.... 649
The Three Marys Going from Cal-
VALY ot e e aeae e e 652 |
The Burial of Christ—From Paint-
ing by Bruno Piglheim. (Full .
PAZE ) i e e 654 |
After the Crucifixion t..o.ovvnn - 655 1
Inside of the Holy Sepulchre...... 659
«He is Risen”’—From Painting by
Axel Enderk. (Full page.)..... 660
Mary Weeping at the Sepulchre... 664
««Touch Me Not.”.. 665

«Did Not Our Hearts I—)urn \’\ 1thm
Us?” ... e

Suburbs of Emmau< R

The Ascension—From Pamtmd by
Hoffmann.

. 667

. 681

CHAPTER 1

THE EXPECTANT WORLD

ed HE story of Jesus of Galilee is the biog-
raphy of love, the memoirs of goodness, the history
of God in the soul of man. Any account made of
' the Man of Nazareth, the son of Joseph and Mary,
with a chronicle of the dates, a rehearsal of the circumstances and a

" representation of the persons touched and made interesting by His

career, derives its whole interest from the fact that Jesus not only
was God manifest in humanity at a certain time, and in a certain
place, but forevermore He lives and comes into the human spirit, to
be man's Messiah. His visible life in our world was the appeal of
God addressed to men where He found them. It had less of cir-
Cumstance than any similar force in history. It was always tending
to be invisible and spiritual, for He had come to found a spiritual
kingdom. It ever lifted human experience with Him, as much as it
might, without losing hold of man, fixed as man was to terrestrial
Places and bound as he was to time. This re-telling of the history
Proceeds upon the truth that every earnest follower of the Man of
2 17
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, "’Gé’l‘ilee,ﬁnds that the external facts of the career of Jesus which

, "’ftraﬁs‘pi‘red eighteen hundred years ago are facts internal with him,
’ :-md that Jesus is evermore re-living His life in the Christian’s ex-
perience. If the Christian’s spiritual biography were written, it would

Sy
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have its Nazareth and its Capernaum, its Lake of Gennesaret and
its Jordan River, its Jerusalem and its Golgotha, its Joseph’s new
tomb and its Olivet, with Peters and Johns, Marys and Judases,
thronging the page. The life of Jesus in a man makes the Gospel
account credible to that man. The biography often narrates itself
more vividly in experience, than it appeared in ancient Palestine.
Jesus is always becoming the Christ of God to the spirit and hope
of His believing friends; and this experience is an event of the mind
and the conscience, not wholly attached to any portion of the earth.
This event clearly and powerfully opens itself only in that ¢‘light
that never was on sea or land.” That the oft-told story repeats
itself as a series of modern and contemporaneous facts, in the spiritual
life of men, is not of small value as tending to inspire the faith that
they occurred on the plane of the things that go to make up our
world and its history,—a world and a history which are items of
tune only because God and the spirit of man are realities of eternity.
So long as these abide, the story of Jesus, who was and is God’s

Christ and man’s Christ, will be true to the true, truer still to those

who are more true, and truest to the truest in earth and in heaven.
He will be ““Our Divinest Symbol,” as the reverent phrase of Carlyle
goes, when man is most like the divine; His story will be most
believable to those whose capacity to receive God has yielded to
God as did His; and it will be most certainly accepted at the very

points where, in our lives, we have felt through His effective brother-
liness our own sonship unto His and our Father. Supernatural and

natural are words of no significance, when Jesus repeats His life as
““Wonder-Counsellor” in the life of a man. He is anti-natural, only |
when we make Him an affair of a distant time or a personage in a
changed geography. Let us not attempt to give welcome to the
Divine Infant of Bethlehem, unless there is a Bethlehem within us
and the skies above us are already resonant with the heavenly over-
ture. And now our Father,—His Father, give unto us the Spirit of
Truth whom He promised, when He said: ¢ He shall glorify me:]

THE MAN OF GALILEE. 19

for He shall receive of Mine and show it unto you.”"— Jokn xvi, 14.
For we know that thus only may the King of a spiritual kingdom be
real unto us.

The faith of Christendom at its best appreciates with fine grate-
fulness the fact that Jesus, Son of the Most High, began His career
on the earth which He was to redeem at apparently the most lowly
point of entrance for anything save the divine. It was truly common-
place, not high enough to distinguish by good fortune, not vulgarly
low enough to be a stage for cheap heroism—but an ordinary en-
trance-place. Morally it was the loftiest. ‘‘Palestine,” as Gladstone
says, ‘‘was weak and despised, always obscure, oftentimes and long
trodden down beneath the feet of imperious masters. On the other
hand, Greece, for a thousand years,

¢ Confident from foreign purposes,’

repelled every invader from her shores. Fostering her strength in the
keen air of freedom, she defied, and at length overthrew, the mightiest
of existing empires; and when finally she felt the resistless grasp of
the masters of all the world; them, too, at the very moment of her
subjugation, she herself subdued to her literature, language, arts, and
manners. Palestine, in a word, had no share of the glories of our
race; while they blaze on every page of the history of Greece with

-an overpowering splendor. Greece had valor, policy, renown, genius,

wisdom, wit; she had all, in a word, that this world could give her;
but,” he adds, ‘‘the flowers of Paradise, which blossom at the best
but thinly, blossomed in Palestine alone.”

At the time when the prelude from the Heavenly Host was
forming its anthem-like melody upon celestial lips, the narrow strip
of country called Palestine had no obvious title to attract anything
of man's interest save his pity or his scorn. Its day for breeding
earthly kings was done. Its very isolation left it standing all the
more evidently weak, poverty-stricken and hopeless of the future.
The vast stretch of sand which made a forbidding wall of aridness
against which the business of Asia ventured not, was indeed matched
by the fact that its situation had made it the gateway from Egypt
to the West. But a desert still had to be crossed before the culture
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of the African capital could use it as a roadway to Europe. God
had walled it thus, and He had taken it for a training-ground to rear
and educate upon its narrow and separated leagues, a nation peculiar
in its mental and moral fiber and worthy to be called His Own.

Only where it is hard, if not impossible, for soft and corrupt ideals

to travel with their caravans of power and gross methods of life, does
the Almighty illustrate His Almightiness to the confusion of man’s
boastful weakness. But surely human statistics, whose calculations
always leave out the divine facts and factors which make a true King
of Kings, could find little in the soil or location of what we call the
Holy Land to forecast the expectation of even the pettiest of desirable
sovereigns. Palestine’s weakness was more galling to herself and
apparent to the world, because of the overwhelming impression made
by the grandeur of Rome. Against that glare of vulgar splendor this
little land and its fate seemed a trifling spot on the shield of noon-
day. It meant nothing to the purveyors of moral ideals in that day,
that the fetid immoralities, whose contagion had communicated rot-
tenness to the East and West, had been excluded from Palestine,
partly by her seemingly unfortunate situation, and partly by the impecu-
niousness of her inhabitants. She could not buy the luxuries that
enervate; she could not purchase a way to the iniquity that stings
and kills.
Son was to create a new morality subversive of Roman and Oriental
systems and iniquities. God was depending upon the forces and

processes which should manifest their sovereignty in Him who was
““The foxes have holes and the birds |

to say, with divine royalty:
of the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay
His head.”—Matt. viii, 20.

Rome’s eagles flew over this land, rich in separate valleys, but
barren and dry in comparison with the countries chosen by fortune or
by shrewdness; and their cry told its citizens that Rome ruled the
world. Any other ideal of civilization would have been less offensive

and less antagonistic to the ideal which soon was to find its embod- |

iment in the only Sovereign who can realize in Himself a better
dream of world-wide unity than was Rome’s. Yet Rome was the
servant of the Palestinian carpenter’'s son. Let the outraged Jew
still pay his taxes to her!

On the other hand, this meant everything to Him whose |

Her armies were thundering against the
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outposts of civilization, the Pillars of Hercules, fretting to do \vh.at
a Charles V. was to do, because of the act of Columbus fifteen centuries
later,—to erase the Ne Plus Ultra and write thereon instead Flus
Ultra,—feverish for more lands to subdue. These armies rolled back
again like huge waves, until they shook the sleepy Sphinx in the
ancient Egyptian sand-waste. On they marched, until they saw the
waters lave the shores of Hispania with a peace and splendor such
as they had established. Thence they bore the imperial policy tri-
umphant to the regions of snow. But Casar was toiling for Jesus,—
and this stupendous labor was eventuating in the organizing and
centralizing of all human forces, so that, in a half-century, they might
fly forth winged with a new ardor, bearing the story of the Christ,
a citizen of that least honored dependency,—Palestine. All truly
written history is the account of God, in bringing His Christ to man
and bringing man to His Christ. The five millions of Rome could
despise the quarter of a million human beings of Jerusalem; but the
hillock, Calvary, would some day gather to itself the affections of
mankind. The citizen of Palestine was abhorred by the Roman; the
Jew, om the other hand, looked upon paying his tax to Rome as gn
act in treason to his past and future. So the Jew’s country burned
and seemed to shrivel in an intense heat, producing a flame that lit
up the throne of Augustus Casar, illumined the golden milestone in
the Forum, until it was seen to the extreme limit of civilization, and
at length irradiated a federation of the planet under a banner which
the Jew feared and hated. It was,—it ever is, of divine fitness that
He who must rule man by saving man, is. born into a world, or into
a heart, just where these elements for which the Jew stood are pros-
trate, but yet alive, beneath the haughty elements then embodied in
Christ must be a Jewish baby, born of a father and mother
who have journeyed far, to furnish statistics for a Roman monarch.
Those in whom Christ has been born, have their Bethlehems where
haughty Power requires shy and pitiful Hope to find shelter in a
common caravanserai, that a Messiah may be born divinely.

But the spiritual lowliness and dearth into which He came were
yet more pronounced. The nation and the age needed supreme
souls to save them from servility, if only by saving them unto hero-
worship.  All the Jewish men of genius were of the past. Hebrewdom

Rome.

e
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groveled as she remembered how long it had been, since a great
servant of God had broken past her provincialism and taught other

peoples or even taken hold of a lofty ideal and rescued the nation

from the fear that only low levels were hers. The past made the
present appear as a pigmy to a giant. Aforetime the religious ideas
and ideals given to Israel had crossed separating deserts, and the
vision of the Jew had affected many peoples. No nation had come
up to the questioning Sphinx with a fresh despotism for Egypt which
had not been influenced by the moral system of this devout people,
for Jews played a large part in the life of Alexandria. It was thus
with other so-called heathen cities. So great had been the Jew that,
even now, He who should come ‘a root out of dry ground”—Zsazak
li77, 2—could not be crucified at Jerusalem, save under an Inscription

written in the languages read by the descendants of Pericles and those |
of Caesar, as well as those of His ancestor, David. But the heroic, .

melodic, prophetic and wide-minded Judaism which had lit up the
corners of the world, was now an afterglow. Palestine had the same

soil and sky. Even vet that land furnished every symbol, metaphor
and color for

poet. Its prod
matic con
seem the _—

ditions make 1t

SPRING IN PALESTINE.

the page of a f
ucts and cli- |

spot central to
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the whole world, where all the planet’s various phenomena are happen-

ing. In its frigid cold .and tropical h.eat, it§ storm and séline, 1:5
mountains and valleys, its lakes and rivers, its fzu%na and flora, 1ts
carthquakes and calms, there was gathered the entire earth’s varied
experiences, and a Homer or an Omar'K}?ayyam, a Shakespeare or
. Norse bard, could have obtained his imagery there,.—even the
multiform imagery which is the marvel of the sacred Scrlptgres,—a
treasure-house of figures of speech sufficiently compreher‘lswe and
apposite, if employed by genius, to render them any a?d all of thﬁse
singers immortal. But there was no ear to _llsten tg 'th.e oaks that
mused and the pines that dreamed.” In vain the 1vy chmbed.upon
white walls of the peasant’s home; in vain the beeches ﬂamfed in the
autumnal haze—no poet pressed their leaves between the lines of a
deathless lyric. .
Could it be that One was near who would attach to Himself
the line ““The rose of Sharon and the lily of the valley,”—Cant.
7 1—One in whose hand the mustard-seed as well as the anemone
of, the field would become poems? Some mystics believed even .thIS.
“After all,” thought they, ‘‘these silent alluvial gardens and sun-sr.mtten
cliffs, these speechless palms and mute poplars may bec)c’)me voiceful,
for a great soul transfigured will transfigure the planet. N .
So did the extremity of their intellectual and pohtlcal. despair
often beget a gleam of hope. A nation with a.matchless literature
saw itself writing nothing memorable; and the wisest knew that_ s.uch
a state could come only of a people with a transcendent rehg'u.)us
inheritance which had fallen into the hands of leaders without vision
and a priesthood without inspiration. The difficulty, as these few
open-cyed souls saw, was not that the Holy Land had grown less
sublime at Hebron, less fertile in the plain of Jezreel; it had not lost
a valley like that of the Jordan or a mountain like TaboF; no tere-
binth or cyclamen, no juniper or lily, felt other than the ancient bre'ath
from the snow of Lebanon or the acacia hedges of the .foot—l.nlls‘.
Even yet, the Talmud might say in truth, that ‘_‘in'Galllee it is
easier to raise a legion of olives, than to rear a child in Palestine.
The fact is that the Holy Land lacked in holy humanity to translate
all this into psalms and make it again the theater for .dlvme events.
The earth is poor when man is pusillanimous; man 1is petty when

e R e -



‘and returned again to a narrow superficialism like that of his teachers.
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underneath his possibilities in statecraft, art, literature and conduct,
there works not a passion for holiness. Even the exceptional souls
who yet drank from the sacred brooks of pious inspiration, as did
lawgivers, prophets and psalmists of a more grandly expectant day,
felt all this general letting-down of Hebraic life, when they saw proud
Pharisees and self-assured Sadducees sinking the spirit in the letter,
or protesting with cold negativism over the collapse of Israel’s theo-
cratic dream.

In this sad plight, and in the atmosphere created by unspiritual
leaders, there had grown up an expectation of the Messiah which
was certain to be unsatisfied with and even to pursue with antag-
onism a Messiah of Humanity, such as God, the All-Loving and the
All-Wise, would give to men, even through the agency of Israel.
When disappointed, that grosser expectation would even slay such a

Messiah, foregleams of whose moral glory had now and then filled §
the eyes of other and truer Hebrew thinkers with the fairest and |
largest hope ever entertained by mortal men. Among the Pharisees,

the Rabbis had been word-mongers so long; they had handled the
profound things of God so often with superficial aims; they had

drugged the hitherto simple people with so many fantastic subtleties;

they had so constantly loaded the spiritual imagination of Hebrewdom
till it was bent down to the earth; they had so bewildered hungry
souls with endless classifications and distinctions as to the moral and
ceremonial law; fringes and blue threads, ablutions and phylacteries;

trivial gesticulation and irritating observance had so nearly darkened !

the insight and outlook of the Jew, that he wandered in his hope

The awful sense of the Holiness of God, known and felt of old, had
faded. Jews could see nothing in sin as hateful as was the brilliant
despotism of Rome; they could hope for nothing in the Messiah so
desirable as an increase of almost vulgar national strength, national
prominence, and a carnival, if nothing better, of national triumphs.
Ceesar’s world-subduing presence influenced their ideal of what God’s
Christ must be and do. He must somehow out-Casar Cesar.

This condition of spirit had come inevitably. The multitudinous
comments of the Rabbis upon the law made the law to be dreaded
as a tortuous problem too difficult for the simple and sincere; and

THIE MAN OF GALILEL. 25

they deprived it of its ancient power to educate the people toward
a mental and spiritual greatness which alone might welcome a really
great Messiah.  The majority of Jews, to begin with, could not learn
all these fancied applications which,were urged upon them by the
Rabbis. This shut them off from the constituted fountains, and they
were taught to endure their hopeless exile from the society .of the
cultured.  Truth thus became either untrue or irremediably distant.
It was a possession denied to the truest, and therefore it was false.
With each age, self-conceited proprietors of moral ide.als develqped
their passion for the refinements and fantasies which hid and stifled
the single-eyed, ethical spirit, until religion and goodness were dead
or under their ban.

Doubtless the rise of the party called the Sadducees did some-
thing to make things less burdensome and more reasonable. But they
were ineffective as constructive reformers, because they had only t.h'e
worst element of all protestantism. They left politics and supercili-
jousness, only to protest, and of the ‘‘dissidence of dissent” only
werc they masters. They dealt in what Emerson called “_pale.ne-
gations.” Theirs was the weakness of all self-seeking ratlonahsrr.l.

To adopt a well-known phrase, they were surer that the).f did
not believe what they believed not, than they were that they behe.ved
what they believed. It was clear to the few men of profound piety
that the Messiah would certainly warn His followers against them
also, when He came. Their dogmatism of unbelief limited human
hope.  They could have no place in their mind for One whose person
and faith must prove itself shattering to all agnosticism; especially
had they no welcome for One, Who, to be the Messiah of man,
must be Lord of Life and Death, for they believed not in immortality
and they denied the possibility of a resurrection. They were a .coterie
of superior persons of priestly caste, whose boastful scholarship and
intellectual mannerisms patronized and pitied good people who be-
lieved too much, and especially those outside their fancied aristocracy.
Together with the opposing Rabbis, who were the regular teachers
and guides among the Pharisees, they kept up a meaningless dispu-
tation which rendered both even more incapable than otherwise of
succoring and ministering to Israel's decadent vision. The advent
of a national hero who would deliver the bodies, rather than the
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souls, of Israel; the coming of an earthly paradise for every Hebrew;
the dawn of a revolutionary day which should bring independence;
the approach of one who would smite alien and abominated races, a
prince having thrones to dis-
tribute, a king possessing the 1 .

spoils  of
victory to give
to his cohorts, a

builder of a more glorious Jerusalem, ,,
an imperialist whose political sovereignty would furnish office and
pelf for all Jews,—for this only were they clamorous; and the noise
of their cry drowned, for the most part, the sweet whispers of a
broadly human hope nestling here and there in the bosom of piety.
Two hearts, however, at least, had not been cheated of the

A LAND OF FRUITFULNESS.
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rivilege of entertaining the first rays of ‘Fh'e Advent glory. Oge
priest had not failed to preserve the tradition fn'ade'eloquent };
[saiah and Malachi. It was what we call a trgnsrtlon-tlme: Out o
that priest’s home, where the greater hope died not, wasljoon FO
come one who, with one hand on the old apd fading, would grasp
the new and perennial with the other. In this forierunner., the forces
of history were to act and interact, and the one increasing purpgs}ei
of God should remain unbroken. We may well stop fF)r a while wit
this man of God. His son shall help our féet Messiah-ward, —the
child of Zacharias, the priest, and his wife Elizabeth,—

John, than which man a sadder or a greater

Not till this day, has been of woman born,
John, like some iron peak by the Creator

Fired with the red glow of the rushing morn—

¢« This when the sun shall rise and overcome 1t
Stands in his shining desolate and bare,
Yet not the less the inexorable summit
Flamed him his signal to the happier air.”

SNOW IN PALESTINE,




FALLEN JERUSALEM.

CHAPTER 11
THE VISION OF ZACHARIAS

On an October morning, in the year 6 B. C., a man of three-
score years and more paced the Temple-cloister with a mingled dig-
nity and humility of bearing unusual even to one so distinguished
for piety and faith as himself. He then wended his way from a
place of sacred sym-
bolism to a place still
more sacred, toward
the altar of the Tem-
ple.  On that day,
he was the central
figure in the holy city
of Jerusalem, and
soon he was listen-
ing for the signal to
proclaim that the mo-
ment had come for
the incense to trans-
form itself into an
odorous cloud bear-
ing up to God the
devotion and hope of
Isracl.  This man
was Zacharias, the
patriot-priest. It was
his turn to officiate.
He paused for an
instant on the verge -,
of performing the HEBRON.




30 THE MAN OF GALILEE.

particular duties of his holy office. It was a moment unique in his
experience. Never before had these special duties been given into
the hands of this venerable and reverent man. This day he was not
only the superintending priest, but now, for the first time and the
last, he was to see the incense glow and rise from the shining altar
at his own touch. No spot stained the shield of his purity; no
question had hitherto disturbed the public confidence in his worthi-
ness to bear the golden censer and to stand in the light quivering
forth from the seven-branched candlestick. The office of incensing
had come to him that morning in the usual way. It had been deter-
mined when, for the third time, the whole body of priests met to
draw the name of the incensing priest and to draw also for the fourth
time the names of those who were to ‘‘lay on the altar the sacrifice
and the meat offerings and to pour out the drink offering.” This
was understood by all to distinguish him as a servant and a repre-
sentative of the Highest whom God Himself, then and there, notably

honored.

Zacharias was not a citizen of Jerusalem; he had probably come"

up from Hebron, to assist in the services at the Temple. He had
left at home his aged and childless wife, Elizabeth. Their priestly
pedigree ran back in an unbroken line to the great name of Aaron.
They belonged to an aristocracy which was of the sublimest sort,
but it was not grand enough to enable ‘their Jewish hearts to forget
that God had given to Elizabeth no child. Hebrew ideas as to the
standing of a childless woman added to their own personal grief.
Why had God punished them? Why must their name perish and
the memory of a home without a future vanish away?

‘When Zacharias found himself at the eighth of the twenty-four
courses, in the ancient scheme of weekly service, —the second ministra-
tion, of the course, Abia,—and took his place on that day of days, the
prayer which had left his lips as he went out from his chamber
in one of the Temple-court cloisters was yet trembling in his heart.
It was a petition that the special blessing of a child might be granted
to his sorrowful home. White-robed and lofty-minded, he had pro-
ceeded upward to the interior space, close to the sanctuary, and,
passing the gleaming balustrades, he had found himself standing erect
and bare-footed above the other courts, on the last marble course, look-

‘relatives, sympa-
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ing upon the sacred walls of the glowing sanctuary, and praying even
yet that the reproach of childlessness might be taken away from
Elizabeth. v

We do not know who were selected as his two special com-
panions for the holy office which he had been chosen to perform.
We may be certain that on this morning, as, in the usual way,
their devotion and care took - ]
away the remnants of
thatwhichhad ™
been used the ;
night before at
the service, or
as they placed
the live coals
reverently upon
the altar, these
two friends, who
may have been

thized with the
holy man in his
affliction. When
the music filled
the Temple and
the Levites ap-
peared, this
priest, who was
not a father, and
who was at that
hour  distin- *
guished by -
the fact that
his was the
act of incens-
ing, must
have felt, as
lever before,

DRAWING THE NAME OF
THE PRIEST,
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that something must occur which would remove this sorrow, or that
he must conclude that there lingered a blot upon the righteousness
for which the people had always honored him. The lofty height
upon which he stood before the glowing coals which had been just
taken from the Altar of the Burnt-Offering, made vivid to him the
fact that he bore this peculiarly heavy burden, and the light from
the golden candlestick seemed to illuminate the lonely chambers of
his heart, when he stood solitary in the Holy Place. The table of
shewbread was before him. Was he not again uttering a prayer for
a child, or was his mind fixed on the larger and desired gift of the
Messiah, as his solitude made more pathetic and sacred the ven-
erable presence, while hope was kindling in his heart and the incense
burned? In either case, the prayer was to be answered. God often
so answers a greater prayer as to include an answer to the less.
Another form suddenly appeared near the Holy of Holies. It
was that of an angel. That same fear which has come upon men
at the swift dawn of a truth grander than they have ever known
or trusted, troubled his soul. All souls in the ever-opening
way out into the future, experience it. It is the fear which
Jacob felt at Bethel when he said: ‘‘How dreadful is this place!”
— Gen. xxviiZ, 17.- It is the fear which the disciples of Jesus were
to know, when they should enter the cloud on the Mount of Trans-
figuration. That angel, who was known as ** 7ke might of God,” had
appeared to the amazed priest. Gabriel stood before Zacharias, more
radiant than the burning lamps, more sublime than the fragrant
cloud of incense. From the right side of the altar, next to the
Golden Candlestick, there came such a voice as had vibrated in
the .souls of prophets and psalmists and captains in the mightier
days of Israel,—a voice which that day's Sadducees and Pharisees
could not hear. Zacharias was told that a child would be his, and
that his name should be John. The fact that this name John, or
Johanan, signifies * 7he Lord is gracious,” seemed to enlarge the
soul of the old priest to such an apprehension of the divine gracious-
ness that his mind hung upon the announcement that the child’s influence
and power for God would overflow the narrow limitations of family.

‘And the angel added: ¢ Thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall
rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink
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neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, cven
from his mother’s womb. And many of the children of Isracl shall he turn to the
Lord their God.  And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to
‘ turn the hearts of the fathers to the chil-

dren, and the disobedient to the wisdom of

the just; to make ready a people prepared

for the Lord.” And Zacharias said
unto the angel, ¢ \Whereby shall T,
know this? for I am an old man,
and my wife well stricken in years.”
And the angel answering said unto
him, I am Gabricl, that stand in
the presence of God; and am sent
to speak unto thee, and to show
thee these glad tidings.  And be-
hold, thou shalt be dumb, and not
able to speak, until the day that
these things shall be performed,
because thou Dbelievest not my

words, which shall be

fulfilled intheirscason.”
—St. Luke 1, 14-21.
Surely the Mes-
sianic daytime was
throbbing with morn-
ingtide against the old
and long-strained eyes
of the priest. It had over-
borne him. He, however,
roused from the bewilderment into
which he fell at the utterance
of the angel, and, unforgetful of his dutics amidst the
grateful emotions of the moment, he came forth from the
Holy Place, still the patriot-priest. He now stood on the **top of
the steps which led from the porch to the court of the Gentiles.”

The people had waited long, since the little bell had sounded as
the signal for incensing. Prayers had died from their lips, and they
had been wondering, as priests and common folk looked anxiously

for the re-appearance of Zacharias. Surely the light of the Messiah
3
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must have been reflected from the happy face of the priest, as he
came in sight, and as the lamb was now laid upon the altar. But
the priest had done his last priestly act. He was dumb. Zacharias
was therefore unable to give the usual benediction. But the hour of
the unusual had struck. The human was overladen with the divine.
Never had that daily meat-offering meant so much of immediate
hope to the hearts of men who were demanding a sacrifice for their
sin, as it did at that moment. The deeper spiritual preparation
which God had just given to the priest left him unprepared for the
performance of customary duties. He had paid the cost of vision.
The other priests and the people who had gazed excitedly at the
Holy Place, marveling lest God had smitten the celebrant because
of some secret sin, or ceremonial pollution, lingered on the porch
steps, and if any of them were jealous of Zacharias, they were now
rewarded, for the ministrant who had been marked for incensing
and was now trying to utter the benediction, was still speechless.
It was not the silence following the startling discovery of iniquity;
it was the awful and sacred silence which follows the eloquence of
an angel. The echoes of the voice of the celestial messenger moved
in the heart of Zacharias, and they had drowned his speech. Help-
lessly he yet stood making signs. God alone could give the bene-
diction at the conclusion of the service, on that day. The voice
of the Priest of the Law was vanishing; the voice of the Gospel
had spoken.

No account remains to us of the hour at the home of Zacharias
and Elizabeth in Hebron, when there was a new glory on the clusters
hanging in the vineyards and a new song in the bosom of the stream,
as these two reverent, devoted and affectionate souls remembered the
years of prayer behind them and thought of the spiritual splendor
before them. Silent even yet was Zacharias, and yet Elizabeth
knew it all. She might have read it from his face, if he had not
written it all out for her, as he probably did. In this deepening
glory, she also must be silent and alone. God began anew to prepare

this woman to offer that which only a woman, tender and true, made

intelligent of the dearest experience in a woman's life, could give to
another woman whose youth and maidenhood would soon come appeal-
ingly to one older than herself, at the moment in her own life when
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the mother-secret was hers also. Mary, the Virgin, has her sympa-
thetic friend already. Let us also be silent and reverent here. The
five months of speechless solitude may lead the autumn and winter
suns over the wheat-fields now replanted; and the gatherers of the
grape-harvest may dance with joy in the wine-press; these months
are bringing us near to the hours when this woman'’s child shall make

straight the path of Him who shall plant and re-plant the fields of
Time and tread the wine-press alone.

THE GOLDEN GATE, JERUSA{EM.



CHAPTER III
THE ANGEL AND THE VIRGIN

NO maiden ever set out on a journey with a heart heavier with
the reason for her going, than did once a girl of Nazareth, whose
shy glances met the
shadows in the deep
valley out of which
she was walking
from Galilee toward
the hill-country of
Judea. Mary, a
home-keeping vir-
gin, was coming
upon an experience
which she was right
in supposing would
give her an unen-
viable reputation.
She was soon to be-
come a mother. It
would make her
seem an impure girl
in the eyes of men,
and it might result
in her being an out-
cast and a despised
one among her peo-
ple. True, she had
just been visited by
an angel, who had

THE ANGEL AND VIRGIN. apparently dissolved
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her cloud of fears. But they who may hold converse with the
heavenly visitants may hear also the chatter of fiends. The soul
of Mary could not have escaped, even in the warm radiance of
that unforgotten memory recently made by the Angel of the Annun-
ciation, the invasion of those cruel doubts and fears which stole in
upon the meditations of this intensely Jewish girl trembling with her
high destiny.

She traveled on, the whole landscape about her a memorial of
the hours of light and leading in the story of her people. Circum-
stance and the light drifting afar from greater days alone, however,
could not hold her up. Yonder towered a well-known height. It
was Carmel. If she faltered, she was beyond the reach of the voice
of the Puritan-prophet, Elijah, who had endured his anguish of soul
in those thick mountain-forests. Like a monument of God's power
to succor the despairing, rose the summit which burned with the sunset.
But it was not as tall as her fear. Beside this, the rugged nature
of Elijah had never felt the melody and stress of such an inbreathed
hope as now dilated her life and then appeared too vast for her to
entertain. She knew that no angel had known the awful cost to
human faith which was made evident in those moments when a re-
action followed such courageous belief as was hers. Then it was
that she saw only the possible abyss of shame into which a girl of
her lineage- might fall. »

One hundred miles lay before her timorous feet ere she would
feach Hebron amidst the hills,—the home of Zacharias and Elizabeth.
Her heart was even yet vibrating with the chord struck by the angel
in her imagination. But an imagination touched so divinely could
not always make music dominant over the discords encountered in
the new and wondrous path leading to the house of her kinswoman.
She would doubtless arrive, but even then the doorway might have
such shadows upon it as would be like the trouble of her spirit,
when the angel told her that the Lord was with her in a marvellous
and as yet unfulfilled experience. Any soul that can hear God's
Gabriel say, *‘Thou art highly favored,”—LZLuke 7, 28,—is a soul
which must have moments in which it can hear only the cry of birds
of prey like those which were then flying below the crest of snow-
covered Hermon, to which her eye often turned. More bold and clear

THE MAN OF GALILEE. 39

than the height of Tabor, standing close to Hermon, was the fact which
had impelled her to hasten to her kinswoman, Elizabeth. It musthave
become gloomy at times, as was the mountain at eventide. To whom
clse could she tell all her heart? Mary was strong in the citadel of
her moral consciousness. She reigned over herself by right of whitest
purity.  But the shadows were deep, for they were those made by
this lofty and intense light. God had so spoken to her that, in times
of darkness, she often found the certainties eternal. Nazareth, how-
ever, was a town with human beings in it, and Mary was human. These
human beings were Jews who shrank with a divinely educated sen-
sitiveness from the cold depths of public shame in which a Jewish
maiden might be led to execration, and Mary was a Jew not exempt
from the effect of the opinions of her neighbors. She was now certain
that it was only a matter of time when her innocence would be
doubted. She could tell people then of the visit of the angel and
of his great words, and that he had told her not to fear. But these
recollections of hers would not assure them. She knew they would
not believe those things in Nazareth. It was a lowly and narrow

" place,—a spiritual Nazarcth. Many there had forgotten the prophecy

that the Messiah should be a virgin's babe.

More than this quickened her anxiety. At Nazareth was a Jew
named Joseph, and if all the world went against her, it was just a
woman’s prayer that he might not flinch. She believed she could
endure it all, if he faltered not. She had promised to be his wife,
by and by. Everyone in Nazareth knew the village carpenter,
and that she was betrothed to him. This was so nearly equal to
marriage with Joseph, that a legal process would have to be gone
through with, before the betrothal could be broken off. In him was
her property vested and he had vested his faith in her. His trustful
ignorance and good reputation made her conscious of what he might
suffer. Of him she was thinking as her feet pressed the soil of the
plain upon which the hosts of Israel had been valorous in victory
and defeat. In his veins ran the finest blood in Israel. He was an
heir to the kingdom, and his royal lineage had not vanished from his
or her thought, though he was a workingman. God'’s effort to dignify
labor, however, might now break Joseph's heart.

The mountain-walls stood up near the sky, but the horizon of
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her trouble reached beyond them and to the ends of the W(?rld. It
was a world-pain she felt,—indeed, her unborn child was being edu-
cated in sorrow big with divine blessing. Darker than the sha(?lows
on Carmel, which had deepened from purple into common midnight,
were the doubts that beset her as she tried to sleep, and dreamed
of Nazareth, finding then that she had not left her questiogings and
problems behind. Possibly, the next morning, as she hurried on, a
little home peeped from out the vaguely descrie.d landscape dotted
with hedges and palms and gardens, and the‘glrl’s heart was near
to breaking when she mused upon the possibihty thaf? Joseph, whose
cspoused one was taking such a journey as this, might re.fuse, for
what would appear to men the best of reasons, to keep his troth.
For a moment her own dreamed-of home with Joseph vanished away.

Then came to her the ever-supporting recollection of that unique
hour of Annunciation. Again the angel came and repeated the
message of The Highest. 'While months had intervent?d between the
betrothal of Joseph and Mary and the marriage to which she, as one
chosen for a bride, looked forward, these same months had brought
their culture and development to the twain in the hill-country. They

had given their bliss and hope especially to Elizabeth, wife of Zach-

arias. When Mary started out, Elizabeth was only a hundred miles
’ away from Mary; but

she seemed an infinite
distance away, when
Mary thought
of the con-
trast in their
cases. Of
much con-
cerning Eliz-

she reflected
that her good
cousin was a
married wo-

A STREET IN NAZARETH.

abeth the
“angel hadtold -
Mary, and
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man,—-a priest’s wife, and that her husband had been praying with
her for years for the child who was soon to be born in that home,
Joyous already with perfectly proper welcome. In these hours Mary

- drew for strength and comfort upon the experience which she had

known with the same angel, Gabriel, who had spoken to Elizabeth,
and the vast and rich hope it inspired that now could not fade. It
all came back to her assuringly. :

On that previous day, she had been startled in her own chamber
by the presence of the messenger of God. Her girlish innocence had
been laid low at first; it was now to be exalted. She had known
herself, perhaps, as a descendant of David, but it is doubtful if even
the dream of her devotion had ever possessed the fancy that the son
‘of David, the Messiah, would come to His kingdom through her as
His mother. It is more likely that when she dwelt with the inspir-
mg fancy of being the mother of the Messiah, it wandered radiantly
over her soul, after she was betrothed to her beloved Joseph, who
had a legal title by descent to the throne of King David. She
brooded now over the one event. The angel had saluted her and
said to her tremulous spirit: **Hail, highly favored one, the Lord
is with thee; blessed among women art thou."—Zuke 7, 28. The
simple-hearted Jewish girl was not less alarmed, and she was yet too
fair-souled and too true to all the proprieties of her home, not to be
troubled. But soon the noble power of her nature to entertain divine
purposes and the plans of the Infinite, asserted itself. Yet she con-
sidered. No fantastic conception of this lovely Hebrew maiden will
cver be able to take away the beauty of the human portrait we have
m her, when she ‘‘cast in her mind what manner of salutation this
should be."—LZLuke 7, 29.  The angel had exceedingly honored her;
he had said: **Hail,” as if in obeisance. It is refreshing and soothing
to those less favored who still must question God’s angels, to think
of this virgin of our humanity pausing here and seeking light. ““And
the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favor
with God.  And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring
forth a son, and shalt call His name JESUS. He shall be great,
and shall be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God shall
give unto Him the throne of His father David; and He shall reign
over the house of Jacob forever and of His kingdom there shall be
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no end.”—Zauke i, 30-34. The amazing news, of Omnipotence had
come to her. She was bewildered. “Then said Mary unto the
angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel
answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee,
and the power of the highest shall overshadow thee; therefore, glso,
that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called t.he Scm
of God."—Zuke i, 34-36. She had been lifted into so lofty a situation
that the isolation thrilled and worried her with its awful solitude.
Were all the ties of human sympathy and relationship forever cut?
The angel answered this, when he
added: ¢ Behold thy cousin Eliz-
abeth. She hath also con-
ceived a son in her old age,
""""" | and this is the sixth month
' with her who was called
barren. For with God
nothing shall be impos-
sible.”—ZLunke 7, 36, 37.
Mary accepted the prob-
lem with the divine re-
sources offered for its
solution, and she said:
““Behold the handmaiden
of the Lord! Be it unto me
according to thy word.”—/Luke
7, 38.  And the angel was gone.
It has been an interesting
*CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION AT NAZARETH fancy Of the Greek Church that
the angel discovered and accosted Mary at the village fountain,. where
the young people thronged. The Church of the Annunciation has
therefore been built over this fountain with as much pious devotion
as inspired those who, on the other hand, believed that she was found
by the angel in a grotto in which now two pillars rise to mark the
spots on which the maiden and the messenger are said to have stood.
Faith does not indulge a passionate exactitude as to time or place.
God has hidden these spots and blurred these days oftentimes, for
a spiritual kingdom might be hindered from convincing men by
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spiritual powers, if the minds of devotees had visible or accurately
defined memorials to fondle. Deeper than the foundation-stones
of those pillars, and greater than the beautiful church, are the per-
manent emotions and thoughts in our human nature which compel
us to follow Mary beyond the valley in which nestled the little city
of Nazareth. We go with her, evermore, as she walks on toward
the hill-country.

She was now traveling with her secret, as a poor girl might
travel, on foot. She was going to see one who would be open-
minded—Elizabeth. Perhaps the situation of Elizabeth might make
her more deeply sympathetic than other friends and relatives. Mary
longed to be hidden in the embrace of her cousin. There are no
recorded words to indicate that Mary the Virgin was less than a
self-poised and high-minded daughter of Israel, who thought little of
the cares and limitations made by her poverty. She evidently thought
much of her God and His grace. The devotional atmosphere of her
home had been shot through and through with the glowing expectation
of Isracl. The time was ripe for the event toward which every
Israelite of the house of David had looked with a peculiar interest
and abounding hope. She was full enough of eternity to measure
up to her time. The intellectual and spiritual greatness of Mary the
virgin-mother is seen in the manner in which, despite all possible
doubts and fears, she followed the path pointed out by the angel.

At length she reached the house of her kinswoman, Elizabeth.
God had prepared for Mary an audience-chamber in the heart of the
wife of the priest Zacharias, and never in the history of mankind
was there sweeter utterance given, or tenderer response furnished, to
the mother-tones which are the deepest and richest tones in the music
of life. There were unheard melodies as well as those which traveled
audibly from woman-heart to woman-heart, and they chorded true
in the unmatched harmony of motherhood. It is not strange that
these daughters of the Orient, one in her virginal youth, the other
radiant with a renascent youth and spring-time undismayed by the
snows of age, found their psalm-like utterances allying themselves with
the deepest and sweetest melodies of Hebrew song and. unifying at
last into the first great hymn of Christendom,—The Magnificat. Of
course, the theme of this lyric of exultant meditation rose from the
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lips of Mary, and its diapason deepened as her heart poured forth
its rapture and its faith.

“My soul doth magnify the Lord,
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath looked upon the low estate of his handmaiden:
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath done to me great things;
And holy is his name.
And his mercy is unto generations and generations
On them that fear him,
He hath shewed strength with his arm;
He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their heart.
He hath put down princes from their thrones,
And hath exalted them of low degree.
The hungry he hath filled with good things;
And the rich he hath sent empty away.
He hath holpen Israel his servant,
That he might remember mercy
(As he spake unto our fathers)
Toward Abraham and his seed for ever.”—Zuke i, 46-56.

The long journey of the Jewish maiden had certainly served to
quicken and strengthen those great lines of advent-light with which
her patriotism and piety had been familiar. They were focalized
into a spiritual morning which was bathing her soul. She was no
longer afraid.  The song of joy which she had just uttered proves hers
to have been a mind into the currents of whose thought and imagina-
tion had gone the impulse of all Hebrew history. It was uncon-
sciously modeled according to one of the nation’s paans. It was a
noble hymn, yet the four majestic strophes of her song were thor-
oughly Jewish. One of the sorrows of her Son was to be this, —that
the virgin mother did not always comprehend Him, or grasp the
significance of His act, or even discover the real nature of His king.
dom. This melody of hers had little of broadly human outlook.
Mary was never to arrive at her Son’s point of view. To her it was
afterwards necessary for Him to say, even at the time of their visit
to Jerusalem: ©Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's
business?”"—Luke 77, 49. To her it would be necessary for Him to
say, also: “*Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not
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yet come."— Jo/n ii, 4. But the greatness of Mary's f:dith, the depth
of her patriotism, the humility of her heart, and the sublime zmq serene
manner in which she then accepted a unique position in the history ol
the human race, undazzled by the splendors of the future, unmoved
by vanity and untouched by the corrosion of self-interest, are facts
a}nazing, proven and made secure by this latest utterance of her \.vho
then seemed to be following the leadership of the angel, and saying:
~ «Behold the handmaiden of the Lord!”
—Luke i1, 38. She tells the whole
secret of her mental steadiness and her
spiritual valor in her words: * He that
is mighty hath done to me great things.”
—Luke 7. 49. The great God had
made her mentally and spiritually great.
This hymn identifies her and her family
with a2 home which must have been a
spot where the noblest souls of the
Hebrew race met in conversation and
in worship. The Magnificat could not
have been extempore; there was other
music in the soul out of which it came.
Yet heaven had not exiled her from
earth. The human and the divine
element mingled in her experience,
when, on entering the house of Eliz-
abeth, Mary heard a human voice
speaking to her the same tidings which
had come from the angel of God.
Her whole idea of fame is one in which
the divine purpose Is carried out by a
divine service, while the service 1s ex-
alted into blessedness by the divine
purpose to which it gives itself.

In this home of her kinswoman the
three months at length came and went,
when she journeyed back to Nazareth,
as she had to do. We return with

THE MARRIAGE OF JOSEPH AND MARY
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her, as we went with her to the hill country. She is stronger now.
She will be able in the power of the Spirit of God, to meet those who
love her, to meet even the sharp, piercing sneer of the neighbors,—
yea, she can now meet even Joseph, her lover and her betrothed.

God Himself had to tell Joseph the news. And as God tells
news to men of sincere life, the news brings assurances evermore of
unalloyed benefit. 1t was an era of dreams and dreamers. But no
dreamer could have been more overwhelmed than was this carpenter,
who was addressed in the words: ‘¢ Zhown son of David.”—Matt. 1, 20.
It was a sudden and sublime uplifting of his hitherto commonplace
existence. Devout and humble, a close student and a faithful servant
of the Law, the town-carpenter was nevertheless in no state of mind
to be reminded of his royal pedigree. He was just then a lover who
had trusted in the innocence of his betrothed one. She had gone
away, and three months had elapsed. He had felt the strain on his
heart-strings. Reasons for many unwelcome suspicions had multi-
plied. Perhaps gossip had reached him. He had at length concluded
to put Mary away, by a writing of divorcement. But now the angel
of God stood before him, and, emphasizing the idea that the Messiah
would save His people, thus touching the patriotic chord in the heart
of Joseph, the Jew, the Divine Messenger commanded his very soul.
Joseph was no ordinary man. No one can read the account of all
this tragic love and faith, written in the Gospel of Matthew, without
feeling that the man was possessed of spiritual insight and rare
nobility of character. Chivalry and faith were alive. in him. The
angel scattered the haunting doubts in the breast of the carpenter,
and they were those doubts which would have clung tenaciously and
successfully to the very life of a less divinely inspired and heroic
human being. Mary was not to be forsaken. Soon she was in her
own home, with Joseph her husband.

CHAPTER IV
THE BIRTH OF JESUS

Mary must now make another and more important journey than
that which took her to the home of Elizabeth, ere the prophecies
of the past and the hope of her own heart may be fulfilled. Hu-
man love and human thought will always be seeking out the road-
ways used by the two travelers who went up from Nazareth to
Bethlehem in Judea, in order that in the little mountain-city, once
the home of David, the Son of David might be born. Recent ex-
periences in Mary's spiritual education had so illuminated the great
past of Hebrewdom for her, that, in spite of her condition. she must

BETHLEREM,
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have found a deeper interest than ever before in the route chosen
and the hallowed landscape through which they passed on their
way from the Galilean town to the Judean city. Another thing
must have deepened the patriotic feelings, in whose glow Mary and
her husband looked upon the spots sacred especially to those who
carried in their blood the lineage of their prophetic, poetic and royal
ancestor, David.  This fact was the imperiousness of Rome, which
had then demanded the presence of Joseph in Bethlehem. His en-
rollment might contribute one more fact to the information which
Rome relied upon, in order that the subjugated Hebrews could be
levied upon in a thorough manner, for the support of an empire
which they abhorred. Herod was dying slowly, and doubtless Em-
peror Augustus desired this information before a new government
should be established. ‘

If ever there was a moment when Mary's historic sense, which
we have just seen radiant in her song of joy, lighted up with un-
wonted interest the spots sacred to the Jew in this ancestral land,
it must have been this moment, when Rome was not to be reasoned
with or made sympathetic with a woman in need, as never before,
of the tender care and loving presence of her husband in her own
home. The census insisted upon by the heathen ruler was made
none the less offensive to deeply spiritual Jews, because the plans
of the Roman Emperor were being carried out by a man as
despicable as Herod, King of the Jews. To be registered as
a part and parcel of the Roman Empire, to be reminded at such
a critical and painful moment that Palestine was tributary to arro-
_ gant heathendom, was enough to lure the sorrowful hearts of Joseph
and Mary toward a deeper contemplation of the thrilling history of
their people, as they trudged along on that winter day. Truly they
were -going up o be taxed,—and the whole future of mankind was
taxing them in a way which would make their sad experience glori-
ous. Yet the inspiring outlook from this latter consideration was
hardly theirs in all its width and beauty.

Bethlehem was the birthplace of Joseph's family, the home of
his great ancestor, the shepherd-king.  There his name and the
facts relating to him must be inscribed.  Probably neither Roman
nor Jewish usage demanded the presence of Mary with him, but

4 1 X
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]oscph‘s love did, and so did Mary's heart. Love is of God. Mary
could not be left alone in Nazareth at an hour like this.  Possibly
no one at home would have furnished even a silent welcome for
that which she was to bring into the world; and it may have been
Mary's desire to be anywhere else, except in Nazareth, in such a
crisis.  About six miles south from the holy city lay the little town
which was to out-rival Jerusalem by one event of superior spiritual
importance. And they were nearing it.  We do not know what
roadways they took, or whether the journey was made along the
less or more frequented ways, to their destination. In this crisis,
even the patriotic Jewish wayfarers would scarcely have attempted to
avoid the straight road, though it led through detested Samaria.
The journey was doubtless made as easy as possible for a dearly-
loved woman about to become a mother, and it must have been
that more than one of the little towns in the valley which were
looked down upon by Mount Tabor and the heights of Gilboa,
furnished hospitality unto them. Refreshing themselves at one of the
springs which gleamed at the base of one of the hills guarding the
plain of Esdraelon, or rehearsing to themseclves the story of Elisha,
the Savior-Prophet, in yonder Dothan, they pondered on, as they
traveled through the brief December day, increasing faith within
tl?e culture given by their perplexing cares, and deepening hope as
night came down upon them. There at Shechem, where Joshua
once gathered the tribes and uttered his eloquent charge, they must
have paused and reflected that the journey, which usually required
but three days, was half done, and as they left the new and sordid
prosperity of Samaria, they were uncomforted by the fact yet to
be made clear, that the Child whose life they were guarding would
bl‘?ak down all tribal walls and distinctions and speak one of
His most royal words in that least-loved portion of Palestine. Na-
ture secmed not unkindly.  Olives and almonds were untouched as
yet by frost; grapes may have been still clinging to. the vines on
th.e terraces, and in the nooks of the valleys many flowers were
Stl]l.being refreshed by the abundant rains. Did some one in Sa-
mana offer the defiled food to the weary woman? If so, humanity
Was even then better than the faith of the Rabbis. )

If any were minded to speak to the young woman, they saw,
4
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if tradition is to be believed, a comely form, not as tall as many
another Jewish girl, though above middle height. Over her head
flowed hair of gold, beneath whose wavelets shone a forehead made
more beautiful by light brown eyes, looking out wistfully and ear-
nestly in the many moments of Mary's silence, or in the rarer mo-
ments when she spoke reverently and gently of her hitherto unknown
experiences unto her husband. Then the lips, ruddy as wine from
the grapes gathered from the foot-hills of yonder Ebal or Gerizim,
uttered some echo of the angel's message; the darkly arched eye-
brows lifted with hope; the fair oval face was half transfigured, and
the maiden-wife was content.

As they came into Judea, they found every town and mountain
and stream vocal with holy memories, which in themselves were also
prophecies of that which was soon to be accomplished in the Virgin.
The fields were still furnishing pasture for the flocks by day, and on
the hill-sides the shepherds lay and watched their flocks under the
starry night. They must have passed near the Mount of Olives,
whence Mary's child was to bid earth a temporary and visible fare-
well; and, as they left Jerusalem at a distance on the right, approach-
ing the ridge upon which flashed the white walls of David's royal
city, their thoughts disentangled themselves from any impression
made by the splendor and political importance of the great capital,
and hurried them on through the fields where Jesse had observed his
boy, David, growing up before him in beautiful manhood, and where
Ruth, their common ancestress, ‘‘fell on her face, and bowed herself
to the ground,” finding favor in the sight of Boaz, and then arose,
““to glean even among the sheaves,” after the young man had ‘‘let
fall some of the handfuls of purpose for her."—ZARuék 7i, 16.

They were now in sight of Bethlehem. Joseph was anxious.
Was there not a khan which would speedily offer its protection and
hospitality to the wayfarers? For hours, in the sunset glow, as they
came nearer to Bethlehem, they had doubtless beheld the palace of |
Herod towering above the heights, but these, who were of royal
lineage, members of the aristocracy which continues the line of mag-
nanimity and holy character in the world, —#kese have no chamber or
bed waiting for them there. Within that frowning fortress lived the
wretched man who, because of this which Mary had brought to

Bethlehem, was to scour the country with murderous
might put out of the way the one force which would
impossible in the world.

They were still in the suburbs. The situation will
now so grave that ]oseph thought not of being made
of the great private houses yonder beyond the town gat
itself was crowded; many were being enrolled; a_nd
crowds noisily N moved throughl
which bathed a o ! >
the roadway

the terraces an

% to the cara_

town. »

to give
up their ac-
commoda-
tions to the

CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY, BETHLEHEM,

travelers from Galilee. *‘There was no room for them in the inn.”
—Luke 13, 7. .
There is no room for Jesus in the inn of life, largely because
We expect the Messiah of man to come into our life by the ecclesias-
tical or political roadway, and we have not learned that every divine
thing comes humbly and has to make its way usually in spite of
brutal emissaries of power, haughty priests and stupid idlers who fill
up the inns of life. It was the great opportunity for humanity to
}\\-‘C]cmne divinity. This is the only true welcome for divinity, for
;ja‘:-i/\!:fumgs.‘with her mother-pain, and the appeal of that which is
: Save us is .made through human need. God gives us a human
€Ing to be kind to, in order that we may love Him.
Stabll\n tl?eu‘ extremity, Joseph and Mary must find a corner in the
¢, with the camels and mules and cattle. Here was the only
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Each of them was experiencing
the operation of the law of all

able, and here the virgin-mother found rest and shelter.
alls of the Church of the Nativity rise over the spot
1ers of the church and revered traditions have led the
fhd faith of humanity, marking it as the place where
prtant fact in human history occurred. Under its roof
1S a ; hr:_atto, one of the many hollows which then were prob-
‘ably .t incd into stables where cattle could be securely left, and
,';whtﬂ!* B rccess, out of which, perhaps, the cattle pulled the
gricst traveler might lie down. The church 1s shaped

development and progress,
whose prophecy is, and ever
must be, this:—**Thy heart
shall fear and be enlarged.”—
[saiak (v, 5. It 1s the same
holy fear, prophetic of a for-
ward step for man, to which we paid attention
when we saw the virgin in Nazareth trembling

»Stra

on the edge of the mightiest revolution in the

¢ December night which hung over the city and the hills history of the world, and making that revolution

out the village gates quivered with the splendor of an angel. possible in herself.
Brighté###h:n the stars in that palpitant Syrian sky was the glory The angel spoke. Behind him, in the invisible

which surrounds the visible even yet, was a cohort of attcndant peers.
He was only their herald, and he said:

which shone round the shepherds who had watched their
night, and who now roused from their sleep to behold a

of the
flocks tl
messenger from heaven and to hear the good tidings about Eternal
Love. The sheep which lay there under the dazzling light had
probably been intended for sacrifice in the usual Temple-services; but
now the ‘“Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of the world,"—
Jokn i, 28—had appeared, and a streaming radiance was the announce-
ment of His presence. Here we are to learn of the conjunction of
the lowliest and of the loftiest, in God's manifestation of Himself.
At the stable, not far away, the lowliest place of entrance in the
earthly life of man, is the divine appearance,—a babe born in a
manger. Yonder also, from the loftiest balcony of the Infinite, comes
the glory of God. Henceforth, despite man's rebel-heart, let there
be truce between earth and heaven, for this will touch and melt
that heart! There is no Aere or there any more; the chief concern
of earth is a supreme event in the sky. The universe is one; the
celestial and the terrestrial are lost in each other, as they meet in
the rapture of the virgin-mother, or in the hearts of that group of:
shepherds on the hillside. The ideal is the real; the divine has
become human. This new-born Child will unite the spheres which

“ Fear not, for, behold, I bring to you good tidings of great joy, which shall
be unto all the people. For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this shall be the sign unto you; ye shall
find a babe, wrapped in swaddling-clothes, lying in a manger."—ZLuke ii, 10-13.
Suddenly, over the limestene hills, there broke
forth a song which was destined to be the chief
anthem of Christendom. - These Jewish shep-
herds must have now connected the glory which
shone rouvnd about them with the splen-
dor of the Shekinah, for they were Tem-
ple-servants and were acquainted with
the Hebrew symbolism. They
were right, —
““the true
Shekinah, "a
Augus tlne
5a1d‘ iIsman.”
God had be-
come mani-
fest in man.
THE ANNUNCIATION. The multi-

sin has severed.
Of course, these shepherds were ‘'sore afraid.” The sidereal
stillness was broken in upon with a vast and thrilling announcement.
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tude of angels now related together the light of earth and the light
of heaven. They were of one glory. The destiny of man and
the purpose of God were revealed as an everlasting unit, as they
praised God and said: ‘“Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth
peace, good-will toward men.”—ZLuke 77, 14. This majestic rhythm
has rolled on simply and sublimely, in spite gf the traditional inter-
pretation which makes it prove or suggest a’ doctrine of theology.
One of these interpretations took delight in identifying the trinal
music with the three trumpet-blasts announcing God’s kingdom,
God’s providence, and God's judgment. We must not be math-
ematical about music, or even tco theological about revelation. This
alone is certain, those simple-minded shepherds were listening to
the melodic fulfillment of a prophecy which had for long been
repeated in the musing heart of Israel. As the supernal brightness
faded with the vanishing echoes of ‘an ever-rhythmic strain, there was
disclosed the path invisible, stretching back to heaven for the
angels; and for the shepherds, there was the path visible on earth,
running up over the rocky hill toward the caravanserai and the
stable and the manger, and the mother and the Divine Child.
“Come, now,” they said, ‘‘let us go unto Bethlehem, and see this
thing which has come to pass, which the Lord made known to us.”
—Luke 17, 15.

They needed not the light from the lamp shining at the en-
trance of the inn, to gyide them. By other illumination they easily
found the path leading to the stable-yard. They were soon stand-
ing alongside, with Joseph, the carpenter of Nazareth, looking upon
the Virgin-mother and her Babe, who had been wrapped by Mary’s
own hands in swaddling-clothes.  Art has here paused for ages to
create the gorgeous canvages which have made that Child and His
mother so nearly unreal as to have bewildered the simple and pro-

found faith of men. All visible aureoles fade in the profounder spir- 4

itual glory which, then and there, made Childhood a Divine Fact in

the development of God's eternal purposc and took Womanhood and

Poverty to enthrone them as factors in the Kingdom of Rightousness.
Silently the mother was ‘‘pondering in her heart;"—Zuke z'z',. 19—

she could not talk. The shepherds, however, in their simplicity, had

begun to preach with sublimity the gospel of Christ. -
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" What was human nature then is human nature now. Doubtless
the little cave in the limestone hill has been greatly transformed.
Ardent devotees have deepened it, and the less fundamental
faith which always clings to circumstance and the locality of a
thing, and not to the thing itself, has created and enlarged more
grottoes than that in which the Babe was-laid. It was not strange
that such an emperor as was Justinian and such an empress as was
Helena should erect an ecclesiastical memorial over the spot, and
that matins and vespers should be sung by monks who worshiped
and prayed and fasted and preached, in the immediate vicinity of
what was the first Christian edifice in human history.  The silver
star which now marks the birthplace may vanish; the burning lamps
which illuminate the altar may go out; and it may be proven that
the marble manger given by Pope Sixtus V. does not occupy the
exact place of the rude one in which Jesus was actually born, Still,
however, must the heart of every Christian man experience the
spiritual realities of which all these things are but symbols. - The Christ
is always born in the life of a man at the lowliest point, in order
that He may be divinest in His power to save. The goodness or
the truth which redeems by coming into us, comes in its babyhood.
There is usually much question about its real genesis,  the crowded
inn cannot prevent the birth of it; it is a little child at the first,
and it can easily be killed; Herod cannot find it, nor harm it; in-
hospitality cannot deter, jealous anger cannot strangle divinity. Its
apparently true parentage is always made up of the Joseph-elements
gnd the Mary-elements in the sincere and obedient soul. Yet it
1s conceived of the Holy Spirit. In the khan of worldly life there
15 no room for Jesus to be born. He must come, if He comes at
a1'1, where the simplicities of earth are foun®.  Yet out on the
fringe of this Bethlehem of the soul are groups .f sincere and goodly
thoughts and expectancies; the heavens grow divinely lustrous over
them, and out from the mysterious light of the mind, some mes-
sage-bearer of the Infinite comes, illuminating the dark earth and

- making fear impossible. The herald-angel yet sings. He is followed

by other angels in multitudes. What are the names of these mes-
sengers from above us, we know not. We only know that they
make us believe that the best yearnings of earth are felt in heaven
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and that the purposes of heaven touch the earth, if we are simple
and true. They always sing a prelude to what our expectancies
are to behold in our Bethlehem. When these expectancies arrive
in the Bethlehem of the soul, they find a Saviour, who has been
wrapped in swaddling-clothes by His mother, because there was
no one else to do it. Then Bethlehem and the shepherds have a
gospel. Then these shepherds become the first evangelists.

Is all this mystical? If it were not true in the soul of every
true man to-day, it would not matter whether it were true or un-
true outside the soul of man, in that far-off yesterday. Any man
that lives in the Spirit knows that it is true.

CHAPTER V
THE DIVINE INFANCY.

THE wondering shepherds returned to the hillside, ‘‘glorifying
and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen.”
—Luke 77, 20, But first they communicated their wonder to all who
would listen to their story. Neither Christianity nor science has

LT e abolished wonder in the history and
™, culture of the human soul. The
"\ universe of to-day, after a sur-
A\, prising flood of light has
_\ fallen upon it through the
triumphs of the students

of nature in our time, is
not less, but more won-
derful than was the uni-
verse of yesterday.
There is the wonder stim-
ulated by darkness and
ignorance; there 1s also the
wonder deepened and quick-
ened by light and intelligence.
In the realm of one, move phan-
toms and ghosts, uncanny and lawless; in the realm of the other,
live and operate forces and influences obedient to law and wholesome
In their educating power upon the human mind. In the language of
Isaiah the prophet, Jesus of Galilee was ‘*Wonder-Counsellor.”—
Isadak ix, 6. His presence in the world made it a less bewildering
and fearful planet, but, being the Sun of Righteousness, He became
the Chief Wonder, as well as the Revealer, and the revelation. He
made of the world itself and of the paths which lead out of it into
57
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the great universe, a world more divinely hopeful and wonderful than
it ever was before. Yet this wonder in Him and of Him was sober
counsel. Along the lines which He should use to invite out the sur-
prised and newly opened affection, conscience and thought of the race,
man would move safely and intelligently, finding the thing that he
wondered at a perpetual advice from the Infinite.

We have adopted the view of Edersheim that these were not
ordinary shepherds, and that a passage in the Mishna is sufficient

to indicate that the flocks pasturing there were ‘‘destined for temple :

sacrifices.” Edersheim further avers that it was the firm belief of
the Jews that the Messiah should be ‘‘revealed from Migdal Eder,”

and that this was not ‘“‘the watch-tower of the ordinary flocks,” but .;
the “tower of the flock” mentioned in Genesis xxxv, 21. This |

““watch-tower” lay close to the town, on the road to Jerusalem.

Whether these were ordinary shepherds or not, and even if they were |
not like ordinary shepherds which were under the ban of the Rabbis,
here was at least a very perilous occurrence to Rabbinical assumption. ]
Watching the very animals which were to be used as sacrifices in the i

Temple, these men of the fields near by, who had not been deprived

of such religious observances as were necessary to make them satis- }
factory to the painstaking legalism of the Rabbis, were swept into §
the current of a spiritual movement whose chief event was a Sac-
rifice provided even then by God Himself, —a movement which would 1
annul the right and power of the Law to rule men by fanciful strictness,
a movement which would gather into its breadth not only these, but all §
shepherds and all wildernesses, under the wonderful shepherding of the ]
Pastor and Bishop of souls, Jesus Christ. Unto all this deeper wonder §
of grace was the wonder of the shepherds to lead human thought §

and life. ‘ .
As if to distinguish her mental and spiritual attitude toward th

events, and the future which they presaged, Luke says: ¢‘Mary kept 4
all these things, and pondered them in her heart.”—ZLuke 77, 19. Once
again, years after, when Jesus had indicated His relationship to His 4
Father and His Father's business, and they had gone down to Naz-§
areth, Mary’s old home, Luke says: ‘‘His mother kept all these
sayings in her heart."——ZLuke 77, 51. It is evident, therefore, tllat"
Mary, the mother, only began to exercise the tender and profound }
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prerogatives of motherhood at the moment when the shepherds were
most voluble concerning these marvelous occurrences. Motherhood
has its holy of holies, not in the brain, rationalistic’ and disputatious,

--but in the heart, simple and receptive of revelations which the head

may not entertain. Only a mother’s heart may keep such things as
these; only a mother’s heart’s experience may disentangle these things
from all other things; only a mother’s heart may ponder upon the?n
ceaselessly and find their meaning finally. Luke uses this fine old

. phrase which indicates how the histery of the Jewish nation is truly

the history of the heart-throb of the Infinite in and through the finite.
We are told that all those in the hill-country of Judea, who heard the
sayings concerning the coming of a son to Zacharias and Elizabeth, -
““laid them up in their hearts.”—Zuke i, 66. The heart is the onl};
sccure repository for divine things. Jesus Himself was to ask a place
for His throne in the affections of man. ‘‘Blessed are the pure in
heart,” He said, ‘‘for they shall see God.”—Matt. v, 8. < With
the heart,” we are told, ‘‘man believeth.” And if Mary had sought
to keep these things and to ponder them elsewhere than in her he:rt
Sl']C would have forfeited the insight and revealing power which i;
given, not only to the heart, but to motherhood. Let the somewhat
amazed and garrulous shepherds talk to everybody, if they must;
Mary will be silent; she must ‘‘ponder these things in her heart.”’
Mary had enough to ponder about. Any mother with a baby
a‘F her breast feels the truth that he belongs to her, and, if she is
gifted with a large mental outlook as was Mary, she knows he belonas
also to humanity. Here was a mother with a child whom she had
been nurturing through many months for enterprises of such pith and
Mmoment as took Him at once out of the range of her heart-beat.
The glory which fell upon Him and which had wakened the shep-
herds from their sleep marked Him as One who was her own babe
and yet the divinely-bestowed Messiah of Israel beyond whose tin},/
feet paths were stretching out far away, she knew not whither, How

these shepherds must have been borne in upon by a glory which, to

E: lial;ttl}ll, was asd.unforeseen as it was awe-inspiring! The brain of
- %r \vss1 1zzy. She cogld p'onder these things only ‘‘in her
o } oubtless .her pondering included, at that time, a more

¢hing and yearning wonder than that of the shepherds,—a wonder
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which must afterward be enlarged as her boy reached manhood and
began to be about His Father’s business in redeeming a world to
righteousness. We have already spoken of the fact that ]chls the
loftiest, enters, as Jesus ever must, at the lowliest point. This fact
is evidenced in the truth that even His mother

did not know Him in all the grandeur and beauty J
of His divinity when He came. ~
He had not
even that
height to
stand upon—
such was His
humiliation.
Extraordi-
nary as were
her patriot-
ism and spir-

FIELD OF THE SHEPHERDS,

nevertheless,
ited and peculiar expectancy
with reference to this Child

ituality, she,
had the lim
of the Jew &= IFTZE

of hers, who. in God’s providence, was to be mnot only the Son of
David, through Joseph and Mary, but also the Son of Man. Prob-

ably in the days, when the acquaintance of the child with her was
leading her into an acquaintance with the child as profound as was
possible upon the part of a finite mother who had borne a Son of

the Infinite, she was reviewing the history of the expectancy which |
reached from the day of Abraham to that hour in the grotto when j
she became mother to the Messiah. Her heart pondered not only
on the events and circumstances crowding close upon the birth of §
her babe, but it took each well-remembered expression of prophet :
or psalmist, and attached it to some incident in thgse ho.urs .when, 4
with ]oseph, she had found shelter and comparative quiet 1n th‘e ﬁ
stable-yard of the caravanserai and at length looked upon the face }

of the Son of the Living God.

Sixty days had gone, and Mary was still p.ondering in'her h'ealrt(;1 1
when the intensity and fulness of her spiritual life was again relieved 4
by an external circumstance. She must go to the Temple. She
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already saw the morning incense rising in a cloud and listened to the
signal for the first matins in the history of Christendom sounded by
the trumpet-blasts which she heard in the Court of the Women in
which she was to present herself with her child.

More than half a hundred days had elapsed since this mother,
still pondering in her heart of human things bearing a divine intent,
had celebrated, according to the law of Israel, the eighth day after
her son's birthday, and given her boy to Israel’s God by a token _
appointed from ancient time. This act was calculated to emphasize

“the spirituality of the child's probable influence in the world and the

absolute obedience of the parents to the accepted law. Jesus had
been circumcised.  We do not know whether Joseph and Mary were
able to go to the holy city of Jerusalem and there have this rite
performed, or whether they were compelled to thus honor the law
and adhere loyally to its obligations in the synagogue or in their
own lodgings in Bethlechem. One thing was true,——the spiritual
reality which the act of circumcision symbolized had been performed.
The lower life had been excised for the higher life. The law had
been fulfilled.  Even the Rabbis would not be able to discount any
of the future utterances of this child on this score. The first drop
of blood He had given to the world had been shed in the repealing
t the law, by His obeying it, and in the inauguration of a kingdom
1 which Love was to be the fulfilling of all law.

One problem which usually met a father and mother on the
occasion of the circumcision of their child had already been solved
for Joseph and Mary by the Angel of the Annunciation. Gabriel
had said that His name should be Jesus (** Jekovak is help™), for He
would ‘‘save His people from their, sins.”—att. 7, 21.  After the act
of circumcision and the announcement of the name Jesus, which did
not distinguish Him from many others who bore it as men bear the
name Joshua to-day, He was, according to the law, a member of the
congregation, a child recognized as one of Israel. Mary was soon to be

¢
1

= C

‘permitted to leave the house, according to the strict ceremonialism

of the legalists, and her first interest must have been in a ceremony
which was called the redemption of this first-born son by the priest.
One and thirty days after the nativity must pass before even the
mother of any first-born child, who had no Levitic blood in his veins




62 THE MAN OF GALILEE.
and who was perfect physically,
could be presented. The money
of the redemption, to be placed
in the hands of the Rabbi, amount-
ed to no large sum, but it was
part of the tax which the careful
Rabbis placed upon those who
would have a son consecrated to
the service of God. DPoor as were
this couple whose infant was now
to be presented, there scems to
have been no break in the service
for want of the sum, equal to
three of our dollars, required as
a monetary consideration; and
doubtless Mary presented her un-
blemished child before the Lord
at the time when many other
mothers were offering their first-
born sons for redemption. Mary’s
appearance at the Temple was,
however, at a date late enough to
admit of her purification also.
This demanded the bringing of an
offering, and Mary’s poverty could
furnish only what was given usually
by the poor for such a purpose.
She therefore entered the Court
of the Women prepared with the _
inexpensive offering of a pair of turtle-doves for the rite.

THE MOTHER'S OFFERING.

The Savior of the World was now in the holy city of Jerusalem$
for the first time. As Joseph and Mary entered the Temple to _corix—,
secrate their little one to the Lord, there stood an old man VYlthln_
the precincts of the sacred place. His voice soon gave to Christen-

dom another of its great anthems. Simeon, devout and venerable,

had long been offering a waiting heart to the new day. His ﬁgure}
was often seen in and about the Temple; and on this day he hadf

- wl
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come thither, at so late an hour, perhaps, on account of his age.
He carried in his childlike heart a patient expectancy for ‘‘the con-
solation of Israel."——Ziike 77, 25.  While this phrase was well known
and was often used by the Jews ‘‘just and devout,”—Zuke i7, 25,—
as was Simeon, it is clear that its presence in the gospel narrative

indicates that Simeon was possessed of a spiritual vision superior to

the ordinary inlook or outlook of the religionists of his day. Of this
man we are told that ‘‘the Holy Spirit was upon him,” and that,
to use the suggestive words of Luke's Gospel, ‘*it was revealed unto
him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death, before he had
seen the Lord's Christ."—Zuke 77, 26.  This spirit had led him to
the Temple. A deeply suggestive phrase is this,— the Lord's Christ.”
It witnesses unto a breadth of mental horizon and an insight with
respect to the essential nature and work of the Messiah far tran-
scending the ideas of the Rabbis. It was vouchsafed only by the
Holy Spirit.  When the Infinite fills an old man’s brain, the universe
is young with the vitality of the infinite hope in his vision. So clearly
did Simeon see the bright lines of divine purpose converge about
this infant, that then and there “he took Him up in his arms and
blessed God."—ZLuke iz 28. The finely trained and deeply religious
Jew, with mind and heart enlarged toward past and future by the
Holy Spirit within him, broke into. a song of thanksgiving which
wrought into its rich melody echoes from the minstrelsy of other
days and tones that were prophecies of the greater harmonies of the
future. He said: ‘‘Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace, according to Thy word; for mine eyes have seen Thy salva-
tion, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light
to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.”—
Litke ii, 29-32.

Again were the hearts of Joseph and Mary swept with a sublime
wonder. Mary’s babe was being lifted out of her arms, as it seemed,
by influences which her devoutness must gratefully honor, and which,
nevertheless, left her simple mother-heart not wholly acquiescent.
For the human mother can never quite let her child be anything
else except her own babe. It was in the midst of tangled emotions,
len the world of men was claiming Him and Mary was clinging to
Him with more of mother-love, that Simeon, after blessing both of
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the parents, said to the mother, in whose heart alone these utterances
could be left wisely and tenderly, **Behold this child is set for the
fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall
be spoken against—(yea, a sword shall pierce through thine own soul,
also) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”-—ZLuke i,
34, 35. There must have been a sudden and loving pressure of the
mother's arms about her little onc, when this strain of mingled major
and minor tones opened to her mind a future which mer-
cifully vanished before the inevitable Calvary came in sight.

At this
- moment, they
were met by
an aged Gal-
ilean widow,
whose mem-
ory went back
to the agoniz-
ing days of
her race’s hu-
miliation and
whose Jewish
expectation

had grown up
from an intensely patriotic ancestry in the tribe of Asher.

She had been educated through her own fourscore years, and,
having come to the gateway, sheaddressed the little family. It was.{
the prophetess Anna, who had devoted the years of her long widow-
lood to the service of God.” Doubtless a familiar form in and about §
the- Temple, she had now reached a unique moment in her life, for §
she recognized the babe in Mary’s arms as the true Messiah of her 4
people. The heart of her exiled tribe throbbed in hers, as her song |
echoed the sentiments of Simeon, and again the city in which the
Rabbis had overburdened the spirit of true worship, and which Herod }
was ruling with increasing disgrace, heard an anthem of praise. With
these new things to ponder in their hearts, Joseph and Mary returned

to Bethlehem.

NAVE OF THE CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY.

CHAPTER VI
THE WISE MEN AND THE FLIGHT TO EGYPT

JOSEPH and Mary were now to be set pondering again over new
and marvelous occurrences, for, “‘behold there cameb\v?se men from
the East unto Jerusalem."—AMatt. 77, 1. But 2 ;
Jerusalem was only a stopping-place for
them.  They were following a heavenly
light to Bethlehem, six miles away.

In the Church of the Nativity
m Bethlehem, five silver lamps illu-
mine the painting of the Adoration
of the Shepherds. The light
ctreams across the little space, to
what is called the Altar of the
Magi. It is deeply suggestive to
the Christian. In the same ra-
diance of the spiritual life, there
are memorials in every Christian
experience whose outer symbols
are found only in the visit of the
simple and penniless shepherds
and the visit of the learned and
gift-bearing wise men of the East,
The world which Jesus came to
save must always contain worshipers
as diverse In taste, environment and
Manners, as were these. The human
soul has its simple, houseless sentiments
and its honored and sage ideas. Their
true Christ is the same, and Him they worship.
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Art has been most busy and productive with this episode in the
life of Jesus. The short story of the coming of the wise men, or
Magi, as it is told in Matthew’s Gospel, has tempted genius of all
ranks, in every age; and poetry and painting have entered into rivalry
to rehearse its details. Probably nothing is more fascinating to a

student of the past and of the future, than to dwell in that light, in’

which the Orient looked into the eyes of One whose nature and vision
have included Orient and Occident, comprehending both in the serenity
of the genius of God. It was the hour in which the outside world —
the vast realm of human beings which the Jew called Gentile —first
saw in the face of the Hebrew Messiah the world's Redeemef. It
was a moment when science, still held in a cocoon of superstition,
moved its wings in an air pledged to furnish it ultimately with in-
spiration and freedom. All that the hoary past had reaped in its
rich harvest-field was presented, in that little home in Bethlehem, to
One whose kingdom is of eternity. Earth’s wisdom looked to truth
in divine babyhood.

Leaving out of these pages all but a few references to the astro-
nomical discussions which have interested thoughtful biographers of
the Man of Galilee, it is interesting to repeat the simple questioning
of the Magi, who, coming from the East to Jerusalem, said: ““Where
is He that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen His star in

the Fast and are come to worship Him.”—Matt. iz, 2. The thought }

and expectation of their age looked star-ward for advice and guidance.
Two at least of the biographers of Jesus call attention to the fact, that
more than a century later, a false Messiah was called “*Son of the
Star,” and he caused a star to be stamped upon the coinage which
he issued. The true Messiah could issue no coins; His mintage was
to be of Love's broken heart; but He came in an age when Jewish
astrology and Eastern superstition and science stood at the gateway
of a new world. It is impossible to believe that the Hebrew people
could have forgotten the traditions concerning Balaam’s prophetic
utterance: ‘‘I shall see Him, but not now. I shall behold Him, but
not nigh. There shall come a star out of Jacob and a scepter shall
rise out of Judah.”—Numbers xxiv, 17. Balaam's thought was that
the very heathenism now represented in these Eastern star-gazers would
give its allegiance to the Messiah when He should come. Much of
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their astrology the Jews may have obtained from the land of their
captivity; doubtless they gave much in return. The prophecies of
Daniel were influential in Babylon, when he was an eminent officer
there.  Commerce with the East had borne Jewish national expec-
tations wherever the Jews were engaged in business, and each country
furnished constant testimony to the fact that the hope of their
religion and patriotism was intensified and made vocal by their absence
from Jerusalem.

The visitors were not common sorcerers, necromancers and
chcap magicians; on the contrary, and in the East especially, the
Magi were astrologers and kept their name honorable. They were
more thinkers than conjurors, philosophers rather than masters of the
black arts. Thesec Magi were probably Persians. To the believing
heart it 1s not remarkable that the presage of the arrival of the
Redeemer of Humanity in His world should have attracted the
attention of men outside the narrow limits of Judaism. The true
star in the East—the intimation in the human soul that something
which brings a better day is already here—is noticed first by those
intellectual and spiritual forces in our life which are usually outside
the usual and conservative pale of our belief and thinking.

The illustrious astronomer, -Kepler, loaned his great name to the
hypothesis which was based upon a computation which ascertained
that, in the year 747, Jupiter and Saturn came into conjunction three
times. In 1603 of -our era, they were in conjunction again, and for
more than eighteen months strange sidereal phenomena conspired to
fix Kepler's attention upon that Star in the East seen of the Persian
Magi. His interesting discussions were followed by volumes and
treatises in multitude. However, they have not proven enough to
keep faith from her ministry, or to substitute a literal exactitude for
spiritual vision. Whether it was a new star or an old one, a meteor
or a constellation; whether it was seen only at night or even in the
day-time, we know not; but we know that the heavens above Qcci-
dent and Orient have been different for nineteen centuries. A new
Star crystallized in the space of the ideal to which men still look up.
Out of the heart of hopelessness the vague and glowing expectation
hardened and throbbed planet-like; and typically Eastern wisdom has
ever brought its gifts as it followed that conviction to the very place
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in human thought and culture where the infantine Truth has been
discerned. The records of nature prove that a brillant sidereal phe-
nomenon occurred in the year 748 of the Roman chronology, when
fiery Mars united with Jupiter and Saturn in conjunction. That a
comet appeared in the year, and at the time in the year when the
Wise Men went to Bethlehem, 1s a statement which seems safe on
astronomical grounds. This was the year 750 of Rome,—the year
of Herod's death, and of the birth of Jesus. Edersheim goes so far
as to say that it ‘*would. point—almost seemed to go before-—in the
direction of, and stand over Bethlehem.” There is no question that
the whole East then felt that the time was ripe for the appearance
in Judea of that Monarch who should rule the world. This was a
conviction prevalent as far East as the limits of Zoroaster's religion
and as far West as the land in which Virgil had left in the fourth
Eclogue his wonderful prophecy. So marvelous is this prophecy that
scholarship has always felt a remarkable interest in the story that
Paul, the Apostle of Jesus, visiting the birthplace of the Roman poct,
said: “*O Mantuan, what a poet I would have made of thee, if I
had known thee!”

It was the Jerusalem of Herod, miscalled the Great,—great only
in rapacity, crime and wretchedness,—into which the Wise Men came.
The savagery of his cruel nature furnished a background dark enough
to throw out luminously the figures of this moving picture. He was
now tottering toward the grave, blasted with the disease which had
served to sharpen the asperities of his temper, and to inflame the
jealousy with which he locked upon any most apparently trifling
movement that might ultimately threaten his house. He himself was
a usurper, and the condition of mind increased by the recollection of
the means which he had employed to hold fast his throne, made him
fearful and furious whenever he heard of pretensions to his crown, or
of doubts indulged by the people with respect to the fate of his
scepter.  When therefore these Eastern astrologers entered Jerusalem,
to tell the story that they had seen in their country the shining of
a star indicating the birth of a King for the Jews, the royal criminal
turned in his misery, and when they added that they had come to
worship the new-born King, the alarming intelligence roused all Jeru-
salem, and would have made him f{rantic, had not his brutal nature
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been permeated with a craftiness as subtle as it was desperate.  The
suspicious and shrewd ruler of the Jews called the wise heads of
Court and Temple together, scribes and priests, and insisted that
this Sanhedrin tell him where this child should be born. Their
answer was, of course, ““In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written
by the prophet.”—JMatt. 77, 5. Herod could not have been ignorant

THE WISE MEN FROM THE EAST.

of Jacob’s words: ¢The scepter shall not depart out of Judah,
until Shiloh come,”—Genesis xlix, 10,—yet his wiliness confessed
1t not.

True it is that Herod was an Idumean, and doubtless an apos-
tate, yet he was politician enough to know these features of the
national hope which had troubled him, and he detested them all.
He must have remembered that Bethlehem was ““The City of David,”
~—Luke 77, 11,—and that the expectancy of the nation was always
calling the Messiah ““The Son of David.” He could not therefore
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have been greatly amazed at what his courtiers, lay and clerical, had
told him. Certain it is that he was enough of the master of Lim-
self to say that he desired to go and render homage to the new
Prince. Beneath his urgent request that the Magi should inform
him directly they knew where the young child was, that he also might
go and do him honor, he concealed a murderous plan. His throne
was threatened. We do not know that he saw the gifts which the
Persian Wise Men had brought for the new-born child. His jealousy
was sufficiently intense without this, and they went away toward
Bethlehem, perhaps unsuspicious of the fire that burned in his bosom.
He sat nursing its flames, and waiting for the Wise Men to return.
But mere hate had not even apprehended, least of all has mere
hate ever killed innocent and new-born Love. God is Love. God

had not so embarked His Infinite design, that, before it fairly left |

port, it should be crushed on rocks like these.

We are told that these Wise Men dreamed, and that they were
warned not to return by way of Jerusalem. Dream or no dream,
wisdom always knows that it has had enough of Herod's bigotry and
despotism, once it has seen him and even the infant Christ. Let
cruelty wait in its palace; the Wise men will .return not. But cruelty
can do more than this. It had lied. It would murder. It will

massacre, thinking to catch in its bloody net one little baby. Herod
was the master of all processes of murder; it was both a fine and coarse §
art with him. He had hitherto been reckless in his slaughter; he |
will be so accurate now, that it shall require him to be mercilessly 1

exhaustive. He had practiced murder upon foes of all rank and
character. After living with Mariamne, whose brother he had slain,
and leading a carnival of crime to keep his wife from unsuccessful
rivalry with Cleopatra, he had found himself in the hands of Antony,
after which he chained his wife’'s mother, murdered the husband of
his sister Salome, and still later, having murdered Mariamne herself,
he fought death in a palace of magnificence, putting to death Rabbis
who offended him with their genius or piety, and aspiring to the
priesthood, or undertaking large enterprises of enforced benevolence,
that he might still more tyrannically rule the Jews. When his sons
by- Mariamne came back from Rome, they were inducted, as far as
possible, into courses of iniquity which developed plots against Herod,
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and at last made him recall his eldest son, Antipater, who had been
in exile for the sake of the now murdered Mariamne, and who was
thought to be unchangeably hostile toward the other sons. Antipater
succeeded in so setting Herod against these youths, that Herod
brought them to trial before Ceaesar.  Reconciled and outwardly united,
the family was quiet until jealousies again broke them apart. They
were even then united in one thing,—a desire for Herod's death.
Moistened by all this blood, the soil of Judea yielded him
harvests of suspicions. His sons were chained, his
sister proved false, and at length it was deemed
necessary to murder the princes in Samaria,
He was now trying to control
the suspicions aroused Dy
the fact that his :
brother had died === T
of poison which )
Antipater had pre-
pared for Herod.
All these events sharp-
ened the sword which
now had behind it the re-
sources of a kingdom, and
which began to feel its cruel way
through the bodies of little children, in order that it might reach the
heart of one.—the Babe of Bethlehem. But Herod can never find
Jesus until Bethany and Gethsemane and Olivet have been pressed
by Christ’s royal feet, though he encircle Him with woe. He is safe
in another land. Joseph has been dreaming again, and Mary and he
have been obedient to the Angel who said: ‘“Arise and take the
young child and his mother and flee into Egypt, and be thou there
until I bring thee word; for Herod will seek the young child to destroy
him.”— Matt. i, 13. Into some Egypt, always, the hunted goodness
which is to save and rule us must flee and stay for a little time. When
Jesus comes to any soul, there is a dying and desperate Herodism
which rouses on its last point of vantage and orders a massacre of the
innocents—anything to get rid of the perilous rivalry of the Truth,
Egypt had looked on the problem of life and destiny with unsur-

THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT.
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passed faculty and steady ardor, until she abandoned it despairing of
its solution. Her gloomy agnosticism was embodied in the sphinx.
But here was the sleuth-hunted child whose triumph in solving life’s
mystery would be as great as was the defeat of her philosophy. How
were these persons, so limited in purse, enabled to take such a journey
and to remain in Egypt for even a brief time? ILet the beneficent
and costly worship of the Wise Persian visitors answer. These latter
were now homeward bound on their four months’ journey, but they
had not only refused to help Herod to discover and destroy the kingly
child; they had perhaps unwittingly provided for His days and nights
of safety in Egypt, through the gifts of gold and frankincense and
myrrh left behind. Meantime, in < Bethlehem and in all the coasts
thereof,” was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet
saying: ‘‘In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping,
and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not
be comforted, because they were not.”"— Jeremiak xxaid, 15. Soon was
to be fulfilled the prophecy from Hosea, *‘Out of Egypt have I called
my son.” Sl —/Josea x7, 1.

03

“LIGHT IN EGYPT.»

CHAPTER VII
BACK TO PALESTINE

JOSEPH, as the head of this intéresting little family, was con-
tinually finding that his power to guide its destinies, so far as locality
and change were concerned, was taken up, and at times, greatly
modified by the hands of Him whom he served. Herod was dead,
and Joseph's thought was to return with Mary and the Babe, not to
Nazareth, but rather to Bethlechem, and make his home there. Beth-
lchem was apparently an ideal place for rearing this Prince of the
House of David. Here the inspiring traditions of the nation which
He was to emancipate would flow into his life; here that fine aris-
tocracy of Hebrewdom, which often declines to live in its London,
preferring its Oxford or Canterbury, might touch him with streams of
culture from fountains unpolluted
in the City of David. But we
now see the significance of God's
Providence guiding otherwhere.
Jesus was to
be Sonof Man,
rather than
Son of David.
The world's
Emancipator,
the one soul

of history who §
was to illus- .4
trate divinity .-
at its loftiest % %
by dwelling N+

in } . I e e
numanity NATIVE HOUSE AT BETHLEHEM.
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at its lowliest must not avoid Nazareth. He must spend the days
and months of open-eyed boyhood and the responsive and resilient
years of youth there, and nowhere else. God managed this as He ]
always manages these things by the ultimate guidance of events. |
While Herod was dead, Herodism lived. It flaunted itself in his son,
who was to be Ethnarch of Judea, Herod Archelaus. Very near to §
Bethlehem the rotten corse of the old man Herod had just been j
buried with vulgar magnificence. Upon his bier the sycophants and
cowards piled such tributes as to prove that despotism was yet unbur- ;
ied. A few days before his death, Herod had compassed the death ]
of his son, Antipater, and five days afterward, this other son, Archelaus,
was well over the debauch in which he had gloried with his friends ]
while his father was dying in the palace. This latter was now onj]
the throne of his cruel father. The new ruler had thrown a sop toj

the mob, in offering amnesty, and was quite ready to stain the Temple

Courts with the blood of three thousand men who were guilty of noj

crime except rebellion against his infernal plans. Two honored Rabbis 1

had hauled down the golden eagle of Rome which had disgraced the j

Temple gate in the Holy City; and the father of Archelaus had seen
to it that they were burned alive. Then the Puritanism of half a}

hundred Palestinian Hebrews had led many thousand Roman Jews 3
in a grand remonstrance and petition of right unto the Roman Em-}
peror, asking relief from the tyranny of this detested family. They}

had failed, and most of them had perished at the hands of this sonj
of Herod, who soon surpassed his father in arrogance, brutality and]
licentiousness. |

When Joseph reached Palestine on the return from Egypt, his]

plans for residence at Bethlehem were changed on account of these]
things, and he proceeded to Nazareth, where he had loved Mary, and}

where his home was now to be. True, Herod Antipas ruled over}
Galilee, but he had no interest leading him to an excitement of]
wrath against a mere child whose friends had set up a claim in His}

favor to the throne of Judea.

Whatever Nazareth was in the geography of man’s physical life, ]
it is the name of that realm in his spiritual life which associates itself §§
with that which saves men. Jesus—‘‘His name shall be called Jesus,
for He shall save His people from their sins.”—Maff. 7, 21.  Jesus,
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the Christ, must ever be Jesus of Nazareth. There are limits even
apon Almighty Love, when Love seeks truly to reveal Himself. God,
who is the Highest, cannot rear the Son of the Highest ethically,
save in the atmosphere and by the aid of the problems of the lowliest.
Bethlehem curls its superior lip at the mention of Nazareth, not
perhaps because Nazareth is as low as Bethlehem thinks, but because
Bethlehem thinks so.

When, if ever, did Mary the mother exhaust the power and

- resource of motherhood in telling her Child and explaining to Him

the fact that He was the Messiah? When did she timorously and
yet prayerfully venture to let Him into the secret of that day when
Gabriel entered her chamber, and to the divine demand which he
communicated she answered: ‘“Behold the handmaiden of the Lord;
be it unto me according to thy word”"?—ZLuke 7, 38. When did she
relate to her little son the story of that night in the grotto, in the
Bethlehem stable-yard, when the shepherds came and found Him
lying in a manger? When did she take up any of the fine presents
which the Persian astrologers had brought to Him, if any of them
were left after the journey to Egypt and back again, and seck to
impress upon His young mind the significance of the more than one
hundred days’ pilgrimage by the Magi, in bringing honor unto Him?

It is well that we leave these questions and fancied answers with
the sacred silence in the gospel stories. If ever these questions had
been answered—and they would have been answered, if we possessed
a humanly composed tale rather than a divinely inspired history,—
the answers must have invaded the holy privacy of those hours when,
at eventide, the Child of Mary, tired of His play, and yet unsatisfied
with the message of His playmates to His musing life, looked out
into the West beyond Esdraelon and the range of Carmel, as
the sun was sinking like a vast ruby in the sapphire of the Mediter-
ranean, when the Infinite wooed the finite into its mystery. In the
absence of any testimony to the contrary, it must be reverently and
gratefully concluded that Mary was so true a mother to this son of
humanity that He was permitted, by her silence as well as by her
Speech, to find out for Himself and in the most natural manner that
He was the Son of Deity. In a sense which robs Jesus of Nazareth

of no ray of His divinity, it must be said that His divinity was a
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THE VILLAGE AND PLA:N OF ESDRAELON.

discovery to Him through His humanity.

ance with the physical, mental and moral environment, in and by the |

Let us seek some acquaint- |

ministry of which the Nazarene peasant-boy found Himself believing §
Himself to be the Messiah of the Jews,—found that chrysalis of |

belief out of which there should come winged with larger faith that

He was the Messiah of Mankind.

At Nazarcth, in Galilee, this earth of ours had its triumph of the

commonplace.

Doubtless Nazareth was no more the frightfully des- §

picable little town we often hear described so realistically as to con- |

trast violently with its chief citizen, than were Joseph and Mary so
beggarly in their intelligence as to forcefully set them in contrast with |
many other people who, as they, have experienced the poverty which :
Joseph and Mary were poor, as most |}
of the human race are poor; but theirs was not the sort of poverty 1

is quite unconscious of itself.

to furnish forth a hero because he lived in it. So, also, the dullness
of Nazareth was the dullness of most of our planet where men huddle

together, and it could not supply even their son with a superficial
Christ entered the world, and

gloriousness because He resided there.
lived in it at its lowliest, only because His environment furnished
nothing cither way for genius to endure or to feed upon. As he

came upon manhood and the carpenter of Nazareth went forth to §
patch up the old house of a neighbor, carrying His tools with Him
in the usual way, He sometimes found that His work led Him out }
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of the town upon the loftier rise of ground behind and above the
city, if one is looking toward the North, and therefrom He mused
upon the clustered and flat-roofed houses, without remarking at all
upon the sordidness of the village or the penury or ignorance of its
inhabitants. At this time, however, His father was still living, and
all the years of His boyhood were still to elapse with some of the
years of His youth, before Jesus would take His place as the town
carpenter.  Or, to take another view of Him, if, at some such hour,
looking from that height, He saw into the Infinity which at last
pushed open the gates of His nature, His eye swept along the plain
ol Esdraelon yonder toward white-crowned Hermon, and He was
unconscious of any vigorous incongruity between the town on the hill,
and the mingled lights and shadows playing in His mind. God
manifest in the flesh was Jesus, and yet "He was a human boy for
this very reason.

Before the time of such a possible occurrence as has just been
indicated, even now as a child, He must fulfill all the laws of earth,
and the most heavenly manner in which He is to do this will make
Him not an infant prodigy, uttering an idealism not understood by
His playmates, but a tiny citizen in that little nook of our common
world.  God had given Him, not a faculty of illustrious archangels
for His university, but a human father and a human mother; the
uncven roads and lanes of Nazareth to press with baby feet; a home
not unlike those of the children of the other two thousand inhabitants,
the green fields of the valley, the mountain walls about it, the public
school in or near the synagogue, in which latter He was religious
with the rest, and all that mingling of vision and prejudice, patriotism
and conceit, ignorance and knowledge, lowliness and loftiness of aim,
fear and hope which characterized an atmosphere common to all. His
barcnts must have been more than ordinarily devout, and their
peculiar experience may have widened, while also, in other ways, it
Intensified and narrowed their sympathies. They escaped no beset-
ment of false views because their child was called to great things.
N_ay. they were more sure to be close to the human because He was
divine, Deity runs through narrow defiles oftentimes to compass next
Moment universal ends. The old feud with Samaria came into mind,
€ven when they looked southward upon the mountain-chain. The
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blunders of the over-discriminating Rabbis had not disastrously affected
the religious enthusiasm of His parents, yet they were not, for that
reason, exempt from the usually accepted opinions as to many things
concerning which He was taught with ordinary error, and with the
customary limitations of parental knowledge. His earth was the
center of the planetary system, and Jerusalem was the center of His
earth. When He first heard others talk in the synagogue, or at the
home of His father, where friends gathered, sitting, after the Eastern

manner, upon the few mats they had, or on the mats which the j

visitors brought, and the conversation turned upon the ‘‘Consolation
of Israel,”—Zuke 77, 25—His expectant and boyish eyes looked to see
if any ot them would prove parents of a Messiah wholly Jewish, and

there was only one strip of sacred territory to Him. It was what is

called the Holy Land.

That which guaranteed the development of any intimation of "

His own special and peculiar relationships unto the God of the

Hebrews, who, afterwards came to be the God of Humanity in His }
thought, was the deep and strong current of religion which ever bore |
Him along from His babyhood to human and at last to divine dis- |

coveries. He was a member of the congregation, and an Israelite,

after the day of His circumcision, and this home, with its mother- ]

hood in Mary exalted and intensified by her experience and hope,

permitted no chance, which it could prevent, for any incursions of
worldliness and evil that might keep their child from a holy life. |
Mary had already partially educated her child as He had lived under'.,
her heart, and now, as He went to sleep upon it, she must have 1
sung to Him such songs as only she could learn in their inmost §
music. She was more than an Oriental mother singing to her babe
the wild lyrics of her clan. She was a Jewish mother, and the §
picture of motherhood in the world was then, and is still, limned by ]
the Jew. She was also the Virgin, the Daughter of Zion, who sang }
out of a heart trained by hearing angelic choruses. Beneath that j
flat roof of earth, and behind the low white walls of the house of

Joseph, the mother taught her child from the grand legislation of

Sinai. Brighter than the Syrian day-time which played upon this &8

dwelling of sun-dried clay, was the splendor out-beaming from the

golden candlestick in the Temple of which she told Him. All these
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radiances entering His soul made Him no less a child among the
common utensils and rugs and bright quilts or hanging stuffs, which
no poorest home quite forgot to arrange with beauty. As He grew
up, He met a boy’s problems with four other boys who were His
brothers and with two girls whom Mark calls His sisters, and it would
be entirely false to the spirit of that revelation which God made of
Himself in Jesus, to suppose that these boys, whose names were
James, Joseph, Simon and Jude, and their sisters, were at all amazed
or overborne by the wonderfulness of their brother Jesus. They
nursed at the same breasts, and drank in the same spirit of obedience
unto the law. They pulled at the same dress, and looked up into
the same eyes for answers to their questions; they found food in the
same wooden bowls and water in the same earthen pitchers; they
slept in winter on the same little pallets beneath the common roof,
and on summer nights they dreamed beneath the journeying moon,
as they rested with father and mother upon the roofs themselves.

One of them, however, was to perceive spiritual meanings, The
lamp whose little flame shone out upon them all, was teaching Him
its story of illumination. By and by He would have it in mind,
in speaking a parable to the multitude, yet the wick and the oil
were then giving one ministry to the whole family in Nazareth.
The bushel was one which Jesus would not forget and He should
say, ‘‘Neither do men light a candle and put it under a bushel.”—
Matt. v, 15. The broom will appear by and by in His thought, when
He is speaking the parable concerning the lost coin, and the remem-
bered coin in His mother’s hair will not be less bright when He shall
point its moral. Indeed, all these items of household furniture, while
they were to be wrought over into the eloquence of the Gospel of
the Son of God, had their places of importance to other members
of the family. The Divine Child divinely felt the symbolism of things.
After a time He would speak it.

It was thus, also, when with His father or mother, He went out
of the windowless room called home, and saw the world. If Mary’s
cooking made this a kitchen and He learned of her how the leaven
worked in ¢‘three measures of meal,"—Matt. xiii, 33—He also learned
one day from Joseph the builder the value of true foundations beneath
the house, so that when the storm came and *‘beat upon that house,”
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it ““could not shake it; for it was founded upon a rock.”—ZLuke viz, 48.
If, in the home, He saw His mother refusing to sew a new piece of
cloth to an old garment in order to repair it, and found there an
illustration of the wisdom which refuses to patch the antiquated
with the vital and the new, He also gathered from the fields pre-
pared for seed in the springtime a symbol of life through persistent
and guaranteed death, and that symbol which remained with Him
until He said, ‘“Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and
die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit;"—
John xii, 24—and in the fall He found another metaphor which He

would not forget until He said, “First the blade, then the ear, after 1

that the full corn in the ear.”—Mark v, 28. He was so trained by

these things that the mustard-seed as well as the red anemone, which |
was probably the only lily He ever saw; the sycamine tree as well as §
the tares amidst the wheat; the fig-tree as well as the vine yielded ;_
their imagery to illustrate certain other aspects of the gospel of His }

kingdom, for which the salt in His mother’s kitchen, and the hens

whose broods were rebellious within the little enclosure around His §

father's house, furnished other similes.

map of earth experiences

CHAPTER VIII
THE HOME AT NAZARETH '

THAT piety which is likeliest to get most from Jesus as King
of Kings is surest to linger lovingly at Nazareth. Here began the
revelation of the Divine from the humanest

; _— N ]
point of view God ever gave to thought and i

. I S
worship: here bguan also the revelation of ! ‘
humanity from a divine point of 5 S
view.  Good and noble Phillips : : - i
Brooks wrote to his home under '

date of December 13th, 1865: «We
are encampred on this, my thir-

tieth birthday, in a group of

olive trees just by the fountain
of Nazareth.” Such a man at
thirty, brings to the Naz-
areth which appears on the

which go far to interpret
the life of Jesus which was
there continued up to the
thirtieth year. Bishop .
Brooks wrote:—

“We left Haifa early
this morning and rode along
the hase of Carmel for
Several hours, then
Struck across the plain, cross-
g the Kishon by a deep
and rapid ford. Soon after
We came to the first of the

b 81
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Galilee hills, and climbing it saw Mount Tabor, the great mountain
of Galilee, before us, and the great plain of Esdrelon stretched
out between it and Carmel. It was just the landscape which I
have always expected in Palestine, —low, round, wooded hills, and §
rich plains between. Tabor is the finest, most beautifully shaped of §
the sacred hills, a soft smooth cone with wooded sides and top. We -
rode on all the afternoon through hills and glens, till about four ]
o'clock, when we suddenly came to the top of a steep hill, and there :
lay Nazareth below us. It was a strange feeling to ride down }
through it and look in the people’s faces and think how Christ must ]
have been about these streets just like these children, and the Virgin
like these women, and to look into the carpenters’ shops and see the ’
Nazarenes at their work. The town lies in a sort of gorge, halfway |
up the side of a pretty steep hill. As soon as our horses were left §
at the camp, we climbed ‘the hill on which the city was built,’—
Matt. v, 14,—and saw what is perhaps the finest view in Palestine.
I thought all the time that I was looking at it how often Jesus must §
have climbed up here and enjoyed it. There were the Lébanon hills
and Hermon to the north, Tabor to the East, and a line of low
mountains, behind which lie unseen the Sea of Tiberias and the Jor-{
dan; beyond them, the hills of Moab stretching towards the south.
On the southern side of the noble plain of Esdrelon, the battlefield |
of Jewish history, with Mount Gilboa stretching into it, where Saul]
and Jonathan were killed. Jezreel lies like a little white speck on
the side of Gilboa, and Little Hermon rises up between. On theg
west, the plain is closed by the long, dark line of Carmel, stretching 3
into the sea, and the sight His eyes saw farthest off was that line]
‘of the Mediterranean over which His power was to spread to the}
ends of the earth. It was a most noble view. The hill is crowned
with the ruins of some old Moslem saint. It is the same hill up]
which they took Jesus, to cast Him down from the cliff. ' The scene}
was very impressive in the evening light.” ‘

Much happened to Jesus and in His interior life when He sat;
in that same evening light. He often found the opinions He first
received from His elders transforming, as He brooded there. In that §
fading glow He discovered the fadeless fact that much which He;|
had obtained from His father and mother as well as much that He}
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had learned in school and synagogue was antagonized and at length
subverted by the development within Him of certain intimations of
a Divine destiny.  The horizons which their teachings furnished Him
melted in that air, before the outlookings which were His and which
engaged His sight with the Jarger inheritance belonging to all the
sons of God. Herc Ile had the deepest of those experiences which
are mcluded 1n the statement: /e grew.”

We are able only partially to explore the height and depth and
breadth of the great statements: **And the child grew and waxed
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon
Him."—ZLuke i1, 40. **He was subject to His parents. " —Zuke i, 51.
He increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and

» . . . .
man."—ZLuke 77, 52.  This latter statement is most suggestive. The

~order in which these words God and man stand tells the history of

Jesus” power.  He lived His life, cven at its Deginning. from the
heights. He was the Son of the Highest. Not always in favor with
men, He was then m favor with man"—/Zuke i/, 542—becausle He
was first in favor with God. It was thus early that the Divine Life lived
humanly. The fountain sent its stream far upward and refreshingly
nto human atnﬂospheres, because, away up on the hills of His faith,
there was a divine resource making the stream urgent and strong.
This impulse divine within His human life wrought amazingly

to the transformation of His ideas and convictions, whenever He went
away from the noisy town for a little time, and sat musingly, in that
evening light.  **He grew.” How much more these two words tell
us of what makes Him a true Savior and of His power to guide us,
than do all the legendary pictures which fancy has painted in Apoc-
raphal gospels!  How sublime and simple a history is furnished in
this profound statement: **He grew!” This means that He sanctified
not o.nly all of our physical experience by commencing His career
as a ]1tt1ep\hi1d and continuing it as a man among men, but also that
He s-ancnhed our mental and spiritual life by simply growing,—**in-
Creasing in wisdom” as well as in stature, * waxing strong in spirit.”
Al‘l Of. Him grew; no prodigious and unhuman intellectual glant was
L};llj\Jllégie 1\);2;6& the ﬁFst; .anq no- great sections of spiritgality or
g ever arbitrarily superadded as a story is superimposed

Upon o house. He came upon truth by living up to it, as He Him-
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self at a later time advised others to do. Even in the full tide of
His divine influence, He emphasized the fact of the limitations of
His knowledge.  Such was the voluntary humiliation of God in Him, -
in the first davs of Nazareth, according to the unambitious gospel
story, that we are able to discern lineaments of a divineness in Jesus
more high than we could Dbelieve in, if any of the mythical fancies
bred by pious romanticists were to be accepted. The dirty little
streets of Nazareth furnished no seraph to guide Him to the shop;
the sparrow circled through the twilight to take its course by and
by through His speech just as the doves and the larks flew through ;
the prose and verse of His people.
All variation from the common experience came from His rela-
tionship to the All-Holy One.  In this evening light, His ever-enlarging
scope of mind was consequent upon the inflow of the Divine Life.
He was too responsive to the Holy Father to permit sin in Himself.
These eyes, therefore, were full of the true vision of these things and
No other child
gave a character |

their spiritual belongings and His total environment.
had enjoyed it. He was sinless.  His sinlessness
to His mental processes and spiritual grasp, and made His sight]
clearer and deeper than that of other men. It was impossible that, l'
looking out of eyes of purity and ever welcoming the tides of the §
Infinite Light, He should not see purely.  No one else has scen so §
well or so far. His mental life must break beyond the narrow lim-3
itations set up by the innocent ignorance of His home, and especially
must it transcend the arrogant dogmatism of the Rabbis.  As physic
ally He grew able to labor for His daily bread, He grew mentally]
to know that men were hungry for that which Divine Personalitys
alone could supply. yet it was a lonyg while before He grew up int
‘the conviction: I am the Bread of Life."— Jokn wvrvxe, 48. Asy
He grew to experience the meaning of brotherhood with Jude or Simon
and the rest of the home children. He felt the sentiment and camet
also upon the idea of universal brotherhood. Doubtless in the father
hood of His father Joseph. there was provided a circlet of experiences
and thought which had been entered by His own spirituality, untilg
it already began to break into the vaster idea of the idea of universal]
Fatherhood in God. Yet it was a long distance between the boy out
in the field with His father, watching the feeding of the birds, and;
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the man preaching a view of God's Fatherhood which pictured Him
feeding birds and men alike. It was a long distance, but it was a
logically continuous path which led from the less to the greater in
the life of Jesus.

Jesus, the child in Nazareth, soon found His way out into the
country and began to be a boy of Galilee. It is questionable if, in
all Palestine, there might have been provided a place so certain as
was Galilee to furnish conditions in which Jesus would ‘‘fulfill all
righteousness, "—Matt. 7ii, 15, —in the Jewish sense of that phrase,
and, by thus obeying the law in worship and in conduct, find within
Himself the Law of Love. Galilee, not Judea, might furnish a Naz-
arcth.  Nazareth the commonplace, not Bethlehem the distinguished,
could supply the needed environment for Jesus. Jesus of Nazareth,
and Jesus of Galilee—this man is infinitely dear to the human race.
Even Jerusalem could not have made Him so dear. Travelers to- -day
find in the town now called Zu-Nasirak myriads of flowers. Some
scholars indeed derive the name from the Hebrew word Netser, which
signifies a 'twig or sprout. But the
flowers which grow inNazareth

of Galilee are not more nu-
merous

tiful

THE DIVINE CHILD.
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those spiritual blossoms which come up and bloom in the soul where
the commonplace has its capital in the fruitful and lovely sentiments
where no kind of stiff Rabbinism flourishes. Judea was rocky and
solemn; Galilee was arable and fruitful. Galilee was pastoral and
sweet, the home of the husbandman, half an orchard of olives and halt
a field of corn, its vineyards yielding wine in abundance, its waters fur-
nishing the fisherman with success in his wholesome and profitable
Callmcr, its grasses bending under the soft breezes of heaven. Up in
Judea, the metaphysician and the scholiast might become an inventor
of distinctions, for its barrenness tended to give men such a mental
habit as would overvalue and overwork the small patches ot productive
territory in the spiritual and intellectual life. Galilece was the home
of the inner and prayerful religiousness luxuriating in a freedom and
richness of vitality that led the Rabbis of Judea to speak with
contempt of Galilean ecclesiasticism and Galilean spirituality. End-

less rivalries. thereforc, between Gaiilean and Judean teachers made E

the religionists of both sections careful of their own. The Galilean
was likely to be a generous radical; the Judean was likely to be a
fierce conservative.

This little section, which was only about twenty-eight miles from

the Jordan to its western limit and twenty-five from its Judean to '

its Samaritan border, had furnished enough radicalism of this sort,

to bring upon the people of Galilee a charge by the Rabbis that they
were careful of nothing sacred; especially were they careless of the |
language and the traditions in which the Judean rigorists were most §
careful and accurate. Jesus Himself, at a later time, gave some }
telling sketches of the many-sided life of the Galileans, in His Parable |
of the Great Supper, and to this day may be felt in Galilee the |
urgent practical spirit which then prevented it from being the home ;
of teachers intensely speculative and watchful for a Rabbinic type j

of piety.

CHAPTER IX

«IN GALILEE OF THE GENTILES”

Galilee, as compared- with Judea, fostered Liberalism. The
parents of Jesus, however, were eminently faithful to the Law,—so
faithful to it that the Gospel has a profounder significance as we see

it take form in the heart and mind of Jesus who grows up amidst
these conditions. At
the beginning of each
day, the child waked
to a series of actions,
to be reverently per-
formed in the spirit of
the Old Testament.
The past was within
reach, in the sacred
parchments.  Joseph
was not so poor but
that there were copies,
even in his home, of
the great books which
Hebrew historians,
priests, prophets and
psalmists had left as
the inheritance of every
Jewish child. The little
pallet upon which He
had slept was rolled up
and placed on the shelf-like board at the side of the room, but if the
child were old enough to even partially dress Himself, he had first

cleansed Himself from sleep’s supposed defilement, and, with punc-
87
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tilious attention to the form which He had been taught, He had joined
His washed hands together as He uttered the prayer common in all

Jewish households. If it were possible, every member of the family now 3

appeared in the synagogue and offered prayers, as was customary,
before anything like work was entered upon.  The home had its sacred
bit of parchment attached to the doorpost. The Holy Name was
upon it for the little fingers to touch, after which they were kissed, and
soon the lips of the boy moved with the repetition of the verses of
the Old Testament scriptures which He had been taught. These ex-
tracts from the Bible were such as would re-utter to His soul day

by day the great truth and expectation of Hebrewdom, that One 3
God ruled in all things and that He was to send to Israel their
Messiah.  Throughout the whole day. every motion of the child was }

impelled or guarded by the spirit or ceremony of religion. He was
learning to read long and narrow parchments which had been given

to Him and which contained the Hebrew words with which He was }
familiar.  Thus He got His letters by eye and heart and lcarned to §

read. Very soon He had learned all the stories of the Hebrew nation,

and He prattled them with the other children of Nazareth. As He §

grew older, He began to learn the symbolism, first of the Sabbath,

and then the numerous feast-days of His pcople furnished a perpetual §
culture, tending to increase a scholarship deeply religious. No arti- §
ficial inventions of the Rabbis which overburdened the minds of those 4
less spiritual with their endless detail were so dominant in this house- §
hold as to annoy, still less were they able to destroy. the worshiping
enthusiasm of this child, whose sinless nature was open to every }
intimation of God. The bane which Rabbinism put into the moral §
life of children at that time, was this,—it destroyed all fresh spiritual 3
impulse toward goodness and broke down the principles of morality §

by insisting with equal rigor upon great duties and upon incessant

obscervance of a multitude of trifles.  To obeyv its system was to be- 1§
come mechanical in moving from one requirement to another. It 3
confused the moral sense to put mighty emphasis upon what was 3
unimportant to character.  All through the day, however, there moved §
in the hearts of Joseph and Mary the vitalizing influence of their
unique  experience with God, and. in Jesus, there throbbed a spon- 3
tancous yearning for the Divine Presence. He loved His Heavenly
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Father. There must often have been profoundly affectionate and

perhaps anxious talks between father and mother as to how much

the child should be told of what had occurred and what would occur
n His life. /

Every year they joined the patriotic and devout throng which
went up to Jerusalem for the Passover feast: and it must have been
that, as they were preparing to move with the caravan in the direction
of the Temple, they had strangely moving thoughts concerning the
boy who so naturally met all the demands of piety, and whose reci-
tations of the sacred words which He had been taught produced in

~their hearts mingled sentiments of joy and wonder. Here was Some-

thing more sublime than ritual, and in their humble home that
Something radiated an unwonted light upon the phylacteries he carried
and the fringed mantle He wore. To them who were teaching Him,
the fact that great moral principles began to interest Him rather than
the legal formalities concerning trifles upon which even they had
been in the habit of putting emphasis, brought a bewilderment which
amazed and distressed their painstaking souls. They were never to
be detached entirely from the Phariseeism which alone, as they saw
it. could save their nation; and now amidst this orthodoxy there was
growing a heretic and a revolutionist,—their own child.

The fatherhood of God was a vision entering into their boy’s
life in a way which would supplant their Law as an ultimate moral
power, by fulfilling it.—by filling it so full of moral enthusiasm that
its exactions and prescriptions would be taken up into the spontaneous
movement of love to God and love to man. Even the synagogue
could not make the child a fettered observer of pious regulations.
Soon by His side was His brother James, who, even though he be-
came one of the followers of his brother Jesus, was never much else
than a legalist, bound sternly to the observances of the Law and
scrupulous in the performance of its elaborate tasks.  Jesus and His
religion were cver closely related to the synagogue. Having been
taught the verse in Holy Scripture in which He could find and point
out the letters of His own name, and having been made acquainted
by Joseph, the head of the family, with the Torah, He moved on
from feast-day to feast-day, which were accepted memorials of great
hours in the historv of the Hebrews, or were svmbolic of the seasons
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or harvests. He was feeling, and perhaps saying as He came up to 1
the fast ot the Day of Atonement, that there was something in it ]
deeper and more personal with Him, than anyone else could know. }
As He sat in school in the little rectangular room, probably near the §
synagogue in Nazareth, He was a pupil not unacquainted with the §
pathetic story of the Hebrew exile out of which the synagogue had j
come, and He looked for a brighter hour for His people because of §
all their sorrowful history. But alone He looked into divine distances; }
for He alone had a sinless eye. Whatsoever may have been the j
power of His memory, and with whatever ease He may have mastered 1
the long list of the Law's requirements, He must have felt a quick §
sympathy with any other boy, who, because of faulty memory, had §
neglected some petty observance, and who, according to the theory §
of Phariseeism, was guilty of a disobedience not less serious because §
of his ignorance of the proscription he had neglected. Perhaps even §
then He had a glimpse of the day when He must permit His now }
growing radicalism to push aside these vexatious legalities as a growing §
bulb pushes aside the soil in which it is developing. In the syn-§
agogue were the treasured manuscripts of Holy Scripture, and some
of the prophecies must have thrilled Him with strange emotion,—}
the reflex of that emotion portrayed in the painting by Michael§
Angelo, the Holy Family, in which the **Virgin Mother is seen with-j
holding from the Child Saviour the sight of the. prophetic writings
in which His sufferings are foretold.” For Jesus soon began to learn]
the cost of entertaining divine ideas. 1

Jostling up against the walls of that little synagogue were the}
influences of imperial Ronre which had filled Galilee especially with}
their tumult.  Twenty miles away was the gateway by which Rome§
entered the country.  Along the Roman road which ran through the:
town came the legions of Cwsar, with the merchandise of Pheenicia
and caravans from Arabia. Not far off was a Roman fortress and$
the governor-gencral of Syria had just been made consul by the}
Emper‘or. Indeed, the whole province of Syria, which was a gift to
him, felt the current of Roman activity most in Galilee, and there 3
were practiced those tyrannies and extortions which conspired to§
make every boy like Jesus indignant that the foot of a Roman soldier §
had ever profaned the Holy Land. Had He not been born into the §
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world under circumstances such as made Him look upon a band of
Romans marching just outside the synagogue-school as worse than a
pestilence? It must have been common talk in the school that the
Messiah was soon to appear. Even Roman gererals were anticipating
a monarch to come from the loins of Israel. The eager boys who
sat in Oriental fashion before their teacher, learning the Law, must
have asked many questions of the schoolmaster with regard to the
events toward which everybody was looking. Prophecies in the Holy
Scripture, which was their text-book, could not have been unread or
overlooked, for they burned brightly

upon the page and were the theme
of conversation in the households
of Nazareth. Probably when He
entered the door of the synagogue,
Jesus turned to look upon the rep-
resentation of the paschal lamb,
and in the week of the Feast
of Tabernacles, He noticed the
shrine looking toward the Holy
City, and thought of the com-
ing outburst of that flame of patri-
otic devotion which was typified
in the lamp that always burned
in the holy place.

Very early in the intellectual
and spiritual life in Jesus, it must
have occurred to Him that the
ideas of His fellow-students with
reference to what the Messiah
should be and what the Messiah
should do, were at least incom-
Plete.  There was one fact in the
soul and life of this Nazarene son
of the carpenter to which we have
given a little attention as the fact de-
termining the strength and movement of
His intellectual life. It was this:i—He was

~ T S~ —~

" THE LAW WRITTEN ON THE
DOCR POSTS."”
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sinJess.  This fact soon wrought powerfully in His view of the Messiah
to come. ** What will the Messiah do about Rome, and how will He
break Rome's intolerable rule?” This was a question asked by every
Jew and asked as often and as intently as that Jew felt his scnse of
Rome’s tyranny quickened. It was the patriot’s question. It was not
the decpest inquiry of Jesus' musing.  Jesus’ sinlessness threw into bold
relief the ugly features of sin. It came in sight of human conscience,
at least in its true proportions and nature, through the eyes of Jesus.
His own whitencss of character made iniquity seem horrible. This
Sinless Soul was to give to the world something which Greece itself
had failed to give,—a scnse of sin. This special and peculiar char-
acteristic of His spirit and conduct—His sinlessness—made sin appear
more terrible than Rome to Him. He was to find it more formidable,

also.  “What is the Messiah to do about sin? and how is He to

abolish its tvranny?”  This was Jesus’ question.

He had grown up through the children’s service in which His |
thoughts of God were made more quick and strong. Rabbis could

not silence them with their fanatical interest in forms.  Every morning

and eventide, He had recited the words found in Deuteronomy xi, 11 to |
21, and Numbers xv, 37 to 41, which were ended in the strophe: *‘I am 1
the Lord, your God.” He had repeated the Law of Sacrifice given §
in the book of Leviticus. As every other Jew, He had heard and §
He believed that Elias **must first come.” It must have been a-}

stirring question, passed from lip to lip:  **Has Elias appeared?”

This boy's interest in the forerunner of the Messiah was made more §
cager than any other boy’s, not because He then knew that He was §
the Chosen One. but because His own sinlessness had created in |
Him an expectation that the Messiah who might appear now at any
time must accomplish wonders more majestic and inaugurate a revo-

lution profounder than His fellow-students dreamed of.

If Mary His mother had now gone visiting to her cousin Eliz- 1
abeth, Jesus would have secen the true Ehas.  John, who was to be
called Z%e Baptizer, was a boy six months older than Jesus, playing
with his fellows at the home of Zacharias, his father, in the hill §
country, His education was progressing, and it was of that spmtual, '
kind which would make him cry out, not “*Down with Rome!” but § ;

““Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!—JMatt. iv, 17.

CHAPTER X
ON THE WAY TO TIHE PASSOVER FEAST

IT was the middle of our month of April, \. D. ¢, and the ITloly
Citv of Jerusalem was crowded with its more than two millions of
visitors who had come up, from ncar and from far, having made
their pilgrimage at this time to attend the great feast of Israel.  On
this day began the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread:
and once more the consciousness of Hebrewdom was quickening itself
with the high enterprises of ]eh()\'dh at the memorial thus made of

one of the most important events in all Hebrew historv.  The cele-
bration of this event in the year 9 of our era, was carrted forward

THE CHILDHOOD OF CHRIST.
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in the midst of circumstances marvelously fitted to increase the ]

patriotic fervor of those who now thronged the city and were sceking
for hearths upon which to roast the Passover Lamb. Love of the
mother-country looked through the tears of many who, having been
prevented from attending the festival in other years, now found them-

selves impelled by a patriotism enlivened through the shdme which §

recently had been hcaped upon the Jew. Hither they had come,
their hearts repeating the psalms which captives sang in the days of
their anguish, the souls vibrant with melodies which were battle-cries

in the heroic days of Isracl. Quirinius was Governor of Syria, and 4

he had made Jewish nationalism almost fierce in its indignation against
Rome by taking such a census as demonstrated the fact that Rome
proposed to continue her hateful methods of subjugation, and utterly

destroy, if it were possible, the dream of Israel’s theocracy. The |

echoes of popular opposition which were excited by this latest effort
to permanently arrange for the taxation for the country, rolled through

the heart of every Jew. Under Judas the Gaulonite, the resistance
of the people rose from agitation to revolution, and only the High °
Priest Joazar was able to make such representations as persuaded the §
masses of the people to forsake the banners of this Galilean son of
liberty, and permit the census to be taken in peace. Out of it all |
had risen a party properly called ‘‘zealots,” who were a stubborn }
and ardent society of patriots creating a wall against whose strength }
Roman legions dashed in vain, and at length so organizing and {
increasing their numbers, that they held and guided the future of I
Hebrewdom. Never did puritanism have a bolder enthusiast than |
Judas the Galilean. He was a John Brown leading an uncompro- §
mising minority against a gigantic foe. Without prudence, but with |
infinite fervor, he drew his sword against everything Roman, and
throughout Galilee, especially in the region near the home of Jesus, .
he lit altar-fires of liberty which were not quenched even when the §
leader of the insurrection went down. After forty years, ‘‘his soul -
was marching on.” He had failed, but Rome never took another
census in that offensive manner. Galilee had become the camping- §
ground of the movement which now connected itself with the move- &
ment of Judas Maccabzeus in the past, and gave force to Nationalism }
as the program for the future. At bottom, whether they would or |
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no, men were Nationalists or Anti-Nationalists. The Essenes had
arisen to stand and fail to rule, as a party, even as the party of the
Sadducees or the party of the Pharisees. Their ideas of purity were
white enough, their magical powers were strange enough, their oaths
were sufficiently dreadful, their prophecies had enough of eloquence,

~to make “their colonies vivid representations of a peculiar type of

religious patriotism.  But the creative spirit was not theirs, and they
were denied constructive genius. With all their mysticism and asceti-
cism, they were to be as incapable as the Herodians or Beethusians,
of waging successful battle against Rome. In vain had the Sanhedrin
demanded that Herod should answer for the murder of Ezekias, the
redoubtable leader of a revolutionary band in Galilee. The Sanhedrin
which made the demand had already been transformed into a pitiful
ghost by Herod himself. Its dream was a government by the Rabbis;
its judgments were the echoes from Herod's court through the mouths
of men whom he had selected for their servility. The school of the
great Hillel no longer nurtured either a wise or an intense movement
against Rome. The school of Shammai, on the other hand, fanned
the fires of patriotism so strongly that many valuable energies which
might have been helpful toward a better day. were burned up.

Above all efforts looking toward national independence Herod
had exercised an opposing scepter so cruel, as in the case of the
Massacre of the Innocents and the murder of the Sanhedrists; so
systematic, as, for example, in the appointment of his underlings to
the High Priesthood, that he had wrought into steel-like strength the
purpose of the Nationalists, No true honor was now bemg paid to
the office of High Priest by his son Archelaus. Filled with irrecon-
cilable opposition to the methods of Herod, the son of the murdered
Ezckias had armed a large force, captured Sepphoris, a town within
sight of the hill above the home of Jesus, and, at length, added
another defeat to the story of insurrection.

All these things were talked over, as out of Nazareth moved the
caravan of men, women, and children, their faces set toward Jerusalem.
They were going to the festival which began on the fifteenth. As
they proceeded down to the plain of Esdrzlon, they were joined
by other Jews, who, conscious of the memories of great deeds accom-
plished there, uttered their Hebrew loyalty and started conversations
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as to the rumor of the Messiah. What if He had already started to
Jerusalem to be present for the first time at the great national feast?
\What a sublime hour it would furnish for Him to appear to the joy
of the elect nation and to the discomfiture of Rome! A boy of
twelve years of age walked along with Joseph, the carpenter of Naz-
arcth.  He heard all these discussions and listened to the cry in the
heart of Israel, when they halted to rest at night near some well or
mountain vocal with heroic memories. It was Jesus. In the morning,
as they went on past shadowy cliff or early spring blossoms, the
child created no strange impression when He listened or spoke, clad
as He was in His usual dress,—the white tunic, His girdle and tur-
ban, veiling Him even in the vernal glory. He was thinking only of
His Father, Jehovah, whom He loved, and soon the cvent of seeing
Jerusalem, the Temple,—yes. the mighty nced of man for a truc
Messiah and the Infinite God's grace to supply. These would strike
together within His consciousness of God so that, like steel and flint
together smitten, a spark of fire divine would gleam forth. It might
disappear, and no more might follow for years; yet it would demon-
strate the fact that the Messiah was born and that He had come’
to produce a revolution as deep as the human soul and as wide as
the purpose of God’s love.

They moved on. Roads from East and West were contributing
caravans of like-minded human beings to the mighty procession. It
was all wonderful to Him, for He was a deep-eyed boy, and such a
mass of loyal Jews He had never seen before. Their talk was full
of patriotic hope; their camels and mules were burdened with strange
things, beside the aged and weak ones from every quarter of the
world He had heard of. Many times His mother and father told
Him of the journey they had always made at this season; but now
for the first time He was one of the army of pilgrims. Did He
remember also that Mary, His mother, had told Him of the places
she had passed nearly thirteen years ago, when with Joseph, His
father, she went from Bethlehem to the Holy City, and was called
pure, and consecrated Him with two turtle-doves as an offering? If
so, He looked with deep thoughtfulness upon every foot of the way
as he neared Jerusalem. The flowers were in bloom; swift and
brilliant-winged songsters were making the air melodious; ardent sons
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of the Covenant were uttering their expectations; but He was looking
in upon His own heart and listening to the whispers of Jehovah there.
Songs of mirth and gladness, the tuneful instruments which gave joy
to the weary procession, even the outburst of psalmody that now ran
like a river of music down the long line of travelers kept Him not
from the calm of soul in which He met Jehovah. The Temple of
His spirit was now filled with the communing God and all its Holy
Place glorious with His presence, when just beyond Bethel, the air
was rent with a shout. Some one ahead had caught a glimpse of
the shining towers. It was Jerusalem. The whole long series of
caravans took up the cry. The Egyptian and the Arabian, the Gali-
lean and the Grecian Jew joined with Hebrewdom from all the world
in the exultation. The city was just beyond. Yonder were the gleam-

ing colonnades of the Temple. A hush came over all. They would-

soon enter by the Damascus gate. More majestic than ever seemed
the melody these pilgrims had been singing:

I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.
Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together:

Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the testimony of Israel,

to give thanks unto the name of the Lord.
For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee.
Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.

For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee. ]
Because of the house of the Lord our God I will seek thy good.” —Psalm 122.

This **testimony unto Israel” which they were about to offer
was most closely connected with an event of the past, which, by 1
and by, the boy Jesus would find a type or shadow of deeper history in
the human soul. His mind was already repeating the old story of that |
night of nights in Israel. He would soon realize so profoundly His §
sonship unto the All-Father that its prophecy would illumine the path
of Humanity. He had read it over again with truer vision than any 1

sage of Hebrewdom:

< Then Moscs called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out , 7
and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the passover. And ye shall 1

take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the
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lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the basin; and none of you
shall go out at the door of his house until the morning. For the Lord will pass
through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and
on the two side posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and will not suffer the
destroyer to come into your houses to smite you.  And ye shall observe this thing
for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons forever. And it shall come to pass, when
ve be come to the land which the Lord will give you, according as he hath promised,
ye shall keep this service. And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say
unto you, What mean ve by this service? That ve shall say, it is the sacrifice of
the Lord’s passover, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt,
when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses.  And the people bowed
the head and worshiped. And the children of Israel went away. and did as the
Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron. so did they.”"— Exodus xii, 22-28.

In the radiance of the spring sunlight, the white and fiery glory
which crowned the most sacred hills in Palestine broke upon their
view. The circle of green made by the rich gardens seemed a ring
of emerald in which all this towering whiteness and gold were set.
They approached the city from the north and gazed upon its majesty,
which was made none the less impressive by the fact that it seemed
to rise out of a great basin-like valley, upon whose edges, made of
hlls and plateaus, were countless palaces of wealthy citizens, orchards
of olives, and lovely bowers, verdant slopes crowded with fig-trees and
vincyards, white with bloom. The eye of the young man rested at
once upon Mount Zion, for there was the City of David. His He-
brew patriotism followed the Wall of David and was no less intense
when it spurned the spirit and policy of Herod, whose three gorgeous
castles shone forth above it in their unstained beauty. More than a
hundred feet above the wall, onc of them indicated the history of
the others, and it furnished a tale of the cunning and cruelty of the
king who had once sought the young child's life.  Joseph and Mary
at least understood; probably it had all been told to Jesus. If these
castles had not sufficiently impressed Him with the laxuriousness with
which that despicable monarch had sought to over-awe the Jews in
the name of paganism, close to them rose the newly constructed
palace of Herod, and gleams of reflected light shone out from it and
quivered down through the valley to the terraces on the mountain-
side. Here, in elaborate licentiousness, Herod had gathered the em-
blems of heathendom and planned to crush Jewish national hope -
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behind these expensive and richly carven pillars. He had dreamed
of his bloody schemes, more numerous than the blazing jewels which
sparkled upon the ceilings and the walls.  \Within those shady gardens,
and above their glassy pools, he had added such marble statues,

carved by the art of paganism, as made his residence appear to the }

Jew the home of the vilest heathenism. Every Jew knew that the
theater which he had built, and the amphitheater yonder, were
dwelling-places of the idolatrous foreigners whom he had imported,
that they might desecrate Jerusalem with the cruelty of the gladiator,
the low festivity of the circus, and the perpetual message of inscrip-
tions in honor of Casar, and images of pagan gods. The young
Galilean peasant boy had come from Galilee, where the revolutionists
against Rome had made certain other buildings in which other and
patriotic kings had dwelt, almost as sacred as this building was unclean.

But more strong and vital than His feeling of indignation at the 3
memory of Herod was the glowing devotion of Jesus, when, on Mount §

Moriah, there stood shining before Him the one gigantic pile which

worship and hope had reared to the glory of Jehovah,—the Temple ;
itself. The mount seemed to have been created for its white and §
golden crown. The Temple itsclf, looking down on walls and man- }
sions, appeared the only creation of man which represented the |
providence of God. Within that square of nearly one thousand feet, }
more than two hundred thousand persons might assemble to worship
the God of Abraham. Fortress Antonia stood at the northwest angle,
and within it Rome kept her soldiers. It was a time when Jewish }
patriotism was likeliest to be unmanageable, and now the tower was {
crowned with Rome's garrison. Looking toward the Temple, He §
could not see the flash on the double colonnade on the south, or the
play of sunbeams upon Solomon’s Porch on the east; but the fountains
which were filling the air with iris-hues, and the palaces which crowded §
near the battlements only paid homage to the grandeur of the sacred §

building.

All these things were entering the soul of the imaginative and
sinless youth when the caravan started on toward the Damascus gate
by which they were to enter the city. The interior life of Jesus had @
measured itself against the exterior. It had met the one fact most |

likely to be dominant over Him. He had not lost His feet,

CHAPTER XI
IN THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM

[T was impossible for the city of Jerusalem itself to entertain the
vast multitude which had come to the feast. Josephus has given
currency to the statement that nearer to three million than to two
million ought to be the estimated number. When Rome took the
census at a Jater time, and made an estimate from the number of
lambs killed for the Passover Feast. it was found that her officers
must calculate upon the fact that more than two hundred and fifty
thousand were offered. The large multitude partially accommodated

Jtself with the hospitality of the city. but doubtless most of them

camped at the foot of Mount Olivet, where everything necessary for
offerings and purifications were sold, or in the valley of the Kidron,
where, as Lightfoot tells us, pilgrims cut the willow-boughs for the
Feast of Tabernacles. If Joseph and Mary and the family had
reached the city in time for the Sabbath observance, they found the
synagogues and the Temple crowded, and the Rabbis rehearsing the
noble history of the great feast. Shepherds with their flocks of selected
lambs or he-goats were bringing their merchandise close to the city,
and the demand for horses and asses, mules and camels, made it
necessary for many dealers in provisions to ply their business.

At length, Jesus saw a crowd of people following the priests at
sunset.  They were about to cut the first sheaf, and soon the grain,
duly handled and blest, was presented as the ‘*meat offering” of the
new harvest. The Feast of Unleavened Bread came, and He remem-
bered the words of old:

*“ Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days; and there shall be no leavened
bread seen with thee, neither shall there be leaven seen with thee in all thy quar-

“ters.  And thou shalt show thy son in that day, saying, This is done because of that

which the Lord did unto me when I came forth out of Egypt.”
101
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Within a few hours the trumpets were blown, and Joseph took
the lamb which he had purchased, to the Temple. The Feast had
begun. In the Four Courts of the Temple, the lambs were examined
and killed. When the three blasts were sounded. the great altar was
covered with blood which ran off in large currents through the pipes
below. Joseph, with the other fathers or heads of families, carried
his lamb away, and gathered his friends about him, where, upon some

hearth, the lamb was roasted, and probably within a hospitable house 3

it was afterwards eaten. Every fragment was to be consumed or
burned. Not a bone of the offered lamb was to be broken. Wine
was drunk; the benediction was pronounced, each washed his hands,
another blessing came, and then the bitter herbs, which were a me-
morial of the sorrows of the Hebrews in Egypt, were eaten with the
Paschal Lamb. Then followed the chanting of a psalm.

And so on through to midnight the Feast was prolonged. The

whole week saw an increase of enthusiasm and devotion. No servile
work was done on the next day. Offerings continued to be made,. j
and everyone who could do so attended the long and impressive §

Temple service.

Passing through the throng of merchants, listening to the many- _‘
tongued multitude, His heart full of prayer as He passed bazaar or
stall, the young Jew from Nazareth was led to the sanctuary of God. }
With what mighty emotions He must have surveyed the out-buildings 1
necessary for the observance of the Law and the Testimony! It had ]
not been necessary for His mother to come to Jerusalem except that 4
her devotion led her there. But 1t was a great hour in the history §
of her son, for He had reached the age when His spiritual life was 4
marked by an epoch-making act. He was hereafter to be known as }
«Son of the Law.” It is perfectly proper to call this the occasion §
of His confirmation, as many have done. At what time in the period 4
of the feasting He first entered the Temple, we do not know. Eder- 5
sheim is strongly entrenched in the opinion that “*Jesus could not
have been found among the Doctors after the close of the Feast.” §
Adopting this view, we follow the boy into the presence of the Doctors
of the Temple, and behold Him in the audience-chamber of Hebrew

learning and piety. So much for one side of this episode.

Meantime Mary and Joseph are on their way back home to 3
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I\(uareth.. .()11 the first night they had probably camped at Beeroth,
almost within sight of the citv.  Soon their hearts were sorrowing

. - h.
A lost boy—ev en their son, Jesus—tugged at their heart-strings.  We
cannot be certain as to the hour when trouble agitated them.  Nearly
three days had clapsed when their trouble ended, or rather, shall we
not say, when the anxiety and worry which had been theirs, vanished
by deepening into a perplexity and a distress such as come only to
tiloseawl}l(z ha\'e.mﬁmte problems and nothing but finite solutions for

N - - reymcte 1 1

them? The scriptural account suggests the presence of this anomaly:

¢ And when they had fulfilled the days, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jeru-
salem: and Joseph and his mother knew not of it.  But they, supposing him to
have been in the company, went a dayv’s journey; and they sdught for him among
their kinsfolk and acquaintance.  And when they found him not, they turned' bach(
again to Jerusalem, seeking him. And 1t came to pass that after thrce days they
found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them an;l
asking them questions. And all that heard him were amazed at his understar;dintf
and answers.  And when they saw him, they were astonished: and his mother Saiz
unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I sought
thee sorrowing.  And he said unto them, How is it that ye S(;nght me? wist ye not
that I must be about my Father's business? (or, better, :1'/1 my Father's f[ﬂzts;’:’ the
G]‘L_p]( 15: “in the things of My Father.”) And they understood not the saying
which he spake unto them.”—_Zuke 7/, 413-49.

A lost boy, on such a jubilant occasion, having escaped parental
watch-care amidst the contusion created by the hundreds of thousands
of vociferant Jews who were leaving the city of Jerusalem, could not
ha\'e been an extraordinary fact. Mary had not been careless. It
1s only ignorance of the time and its conditions, though it is a quite
bencvolent ignorance of the event and Eastern manners which re-
proaches Mary upon her apparent neglect of the youth Jesus in this
Instance.  The explanation m the words of the gospel is sufficient.

' g pilgrimage purpose to see this wonderful
Chlld f)f hers safely inducted into His new duties and made conscious
of His privileges as a **Son of the Law.” But a diviner care than
hers now interposed. It had so taken her carcfulness up into its
?L}r})ose that she seemed to be careless. Many of the apparent
t;f;;sznii httcl)mtzlt]lz 11.11;11;111‘? to reap t.hgx results of truest.czlrc-ta'king are

nies , ow of the Divine Nature upon lives which have
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been consistent and practical enough until they are touched by wider
issues. It was a lost Nazarene boy, as the fact appeared to the eye
of earth; it was the self-discovered Son of God enjoying the rapture
and vision of His Sonship unto the Divine Father, as the same fact
was looked upon by the eye of heaven.

\While it is evident that it was quite fitting that a Jewish youth
so young as was Jesus, should go up the way on Mount Moriah and
enter into the Temple, and receive the instruction then offered to all,
and cven propose questions with the utmost freedom, yvet the fact
that Jesus, when He was found there by His distressed parents, in-
stantly answered His mother's sorrowful question by the words:
“\Wist ve not that I must be about My Father's business?” reveals
the truth that He had already measured Himself as the Son of God
His Father, along with, if not against, the huge and splendid thing
which embodied the religionism of past and present.  In Nazareth,
He had alrcady so measured the importance of His Sonship unto
God with that of His sonship unto Joseph and Mary, that when she
said, 77y Father and 1 have sought Thee,” it only made larger
and more sublime the *./y Father” in the heart of Jesus. He
seems to suggest: **My Father in Heaven also has been secking Me,
and ¢ has found Me, and T am sure of My Sonship unto Him
here.” But more than this had occurred in the mind of Jesus.  The
test of all thinking is found in its power to resist and even to use
some august #2ing—a thing which is the embodiment of mighty and
past thinking. Would His thinking be sclf-respectful and sure-footed
in the presence of such an overwhelmingly grand #hzng as the Temple
in Jerusalem? The answer is that episode within its very shadow,
perhaps on the terrace, possibly within the sacred walls.  The Son
of The Highest was not on trial: the Temple and all concerned in
it were to be judged. It was the judgment of Light —the Light of
the World had swept upon it all. At that moment the process was
going on by whicly, at length, when this youth should have given His
life on Calvary to constitute the temple of Humanity, * the veil of the
Temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom. —.J/a//.
raeds, 51, He had found the Temple of Hebrewdom lifeless and
Pel‘Fishing and Himself immortal and fresh; His heart of Humanity,
quick with Divinity, had already throbbed against revered walls, and
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they were falling,—the religion of the future was born.  All future }
movements which promise to get out and enlist, to organize and lead }
on to human triumph, the dispirited and enslaved souls of men, have
their motive in the fact that man is not God’s manufacture, but God's §
child, and that, through what was discovered of man's possibility and §
God’s loving purpose by the mediating Jesus, humanity will at length §
realize its sonship unto the Eternal One. This mediatorship by Him §
then announced Him as the Christ of God and Man; but ‘‘the i

darkness comprehendeth it not."— Jokn 7, 5.

It must not be thought that any inflow of divine strength or :
intelligence makes it impossible for the recipient to do those duties 3
which are of our humanity and must be performed, that the world
may be rightly ordered. Jesus was to fulfill, or to i/ jull, as never §
before, all the laws and ordinances of earth. He was to fill them so ;
full that they would yield and break, and, at length, be included in 5
the ultimate Law and Ordinance of heaven,—the Law of Love. i
Who else might discover Love’s realm and method—the range and §
certainty of Love's governing power—except the sinless lover of ]
God, Who, as Jesus' religion was to maintain, “‘is Love”? When the 3
as He must do—the §
new legislation for human conscience had come. His Father’s Father-§
hood had so filled Him full, that His own earthly Sonship opened|
out into Sonship unto the Infinite God. They might not understand]
Him: He was sure to distress them, but He would now be a better;
son unto Mary and Joseph, éecanse He was the true Son of God.]
Could they follow Him into the experiences of this profounder Son-§
ship? No doubt the vision He entertained was limited and colored}
by the Jewish ideas which were strengthened while He was in Jeru-]
salem; but it was destined to become large as the destinies of all}
humanity and the Infinite love of His Father, by and by. “Wistff
ye not that I must be about My Father's business?"—/ZLuke 77, 49.— 3
that is, ©*Did ye not expect to find Me where T could get closest tof
My Father's plans and purposes? Was it not to be presumed that;
I would be scarching more and more deeply as to how I am to dof
His will, as His son? Where else, then, since I have seen a little]
into the divine meaning of this Passover Feast?>—where clse, then, §
since 1 have been driven to study the significance of the lamb offered §

Sinless One fell into love with the Holy God
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by My carthly father to My Heavenly Father, and have felt that
other Dblood than this must flow, before Israel is delivered ?>—where
clze, then, would you expect to find Me, except where I could get
all the light obtainable on the questions which have driven Me to
and fro at Nazareth, and these mysterious intimations which pervade
My heart? Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's business?”
Still more strongly does He seem to S])C;l‘k‘ when we remember that

 His own phrases were: **Wist ve not that I must be 7z tie things

of My Father?” TIn spite of Mary's recollection of the visit of the Angel
of the Annunciation and his message, in spite of the saying, “A
sword shall pierce thy soul,"—ZLuke 77, 35—in spite of all the bewil-
deringly Juminous  experiences which had been hers as mother and
guide unto Jesus, —shall we not say, decause hers was only the parentage
of ecarth, and she had brought into the world an Infinite Factor, the
old equation for working out problems was destroyed, and she looked

in vain for satistactory light in the face of Joseph. *And they un-
derstood not the saying which He spake unto them."—Zuke 77, 50.

To prove forever that the highest resources for life- are most
opulent with Dbeneficent divinity and most truly known when they
enter and work through human life amidst its ordinary circumstances,
Jesus, vocal with this vaster harmony, *“went down with them to
Nazareth, and was subject unto them."—ZLuke /i, 51. Poor, loving,
limited, amazed and ever-faithful Mary, the mother! She has “‘sub-
Jecl unto her and  Joseph” One whose ever-growing destiny is to lead
her. also, to that spot where divine visions and infinite ideals will
be paid for, and paid for by Him Who, to the last, **must be about
His Father's business.” She will follow her boy as far as she may.
She also has set foot toward Calvary.

Amidst common cares, in Nazareth, * Jesus increased in wisdom
and in stature, and in favor with God and man."—Zuke 77, 52.
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CHAPTIER XNII
THE GROWING YOUTH AT HOME

CJESUS grew’—this is the profound and comprehcensive state-
ment of the gospel. Engirding His childhood unto ]osvphhnd Mary
He bad discovered His childhood unto ]ohovah. He had made this
discovery of His Divine Childhood in the midst of circumstances and
influences which gave Him inumations of the infinite reach and
beauty of the Divine Life.  Just as a sight
of the sea, caught by the eye when it dis-

cerns a blue splendor Iving low on the
horizon and wvisible only between two
mountains, lets the mind out into in-
finity, and as the mountains between
which 1t 1s discovered, at the same
time guard the mind from sudden
assumption of complete revelation,
so did this recent expericnce of Jesus
with the Fatherhood of God furnish
Him with a sense of the infinite com-
munion which was to be His; so did
the vast things—Jerusalem and Roman
power-—Dbetween which He made the dis-
- covery, Intimate the limiting earthly environ-
ment in which He was to realize it.  “And the chid grew.—~Luke 7,
80. Hc was never anvthing clse than the growing Child of His
H?’dvenly Father. A series of fresh and energetic impulses, urging
Him to His intellectual and spiritual fullness of staturc, had just
entercd the soul of the Galilean youth, lately a visitor at Jerusalem, and
1‘1‘0“’ at home again in Nazareth. A child of twelve,” says Stapfer,

Was at that time, in the cast, as well developed physically and
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intellectually as a child of fifteen 15 to-day in our modern  western ]
world.”  But Jesus” whole personality was responsive bccugsc Hcvw‘as 1
sinless, and His spiritual glance had rested upon the Infimite.  While 4
His eve swept often through the opening vale between F]1<: moun-
tains,'and freely glanced upon the tract of sea suggestive of the 4
whole,—that is, while His childhood unto the Father was oftf:n ;
thrillingly evident to Him,-—these szcts. of ‘ezn.‘th, Jerusalem and its ]
Temple, Roman and Greek inﬂuencc§ n (;ahlcg, the old and ‘Fhe ;
new ideals crcated by the thought of the Messiah, were cducz}@ng ;
Him and furnishing conditions,—shall we not say they were giving
quality >—to His oft obtained visions of the letherho(fd (.)f Gogl which 4
was the all-encompassing conception with which His life ultimately §
had to do. .

He had scen, e had felt, and, as an open-cyed and finely 38
trained child of extraordinary religious culture and spiritual respon-
siveness, He had experienced Jerusalem. Never had a soul. bgen
more thoroughly prepared to receive a picture ; never had patriotism §
more carefully arranged the forces of a receptive mind to catch and ;
to hold the vision of a city where patriotism was religion; never was
the deepest meaning of piled-up marble and S'acred symbolism so $
certain to write itself in the living tab’et of Dbrain and hcar{t; never .
had a young hero-worshiper gone with §gch divine eye-sight 1nto."
the memorial where venerable and inspiring personages thronged:
from out of the past into the precincts of the present. I(,’SUS ha.d,’
taken in Jerusalem as no youth ever before took in tbc city of hls;
devotion and his drcams, and the sensitive-plate of His culture an&/
His thinking was so filled with what no other had seen and no other‘
had known in Jerusalem, that it would require eighteen years to 1
develop it, in the brooding and silence of His life at Nazareth. ]

His picture of stately and devout ]erusalcn_l dem;m'ded noisy 4
and undistinguished Nazareth to accentuate all 1ts meanings. rhe
liberalism of Galilee must bring out the lines of th.e conservatism-§
which He had met in Judea.  He could now think 1t ‘;111 over, Zmd; |
if things were too business-like m the quict town 1ts<*.H, )‘ond(.rr was
the hill where He might muse alone with His impressions, while the ;
Damascus caravans moved slowly at its foot. He must separate
those complex emoticns which swept through Him when He entered 7
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Jerusalem, and seriously question the right to rule over Him which
was exercised by that tangle of ideas and sentiments of which He
wis conscious when He stepped into the Temple itself.  In a leisurely
nmanner He must try the truth of the impression which He had
obtained in the Holy City, that the power of Rome gloried in the
Herod who had sought popularity with the Jews by building for
them so superb an edifice.  He must rightly value the prominence
of the Sadducees whom He had noticed as greatly in evidence in
Beside these, and a thousand
other things, He had to meditate on the conversations and probably
the controversies He had entered into with the doctors in the
supreme sanctuary of Israel; and now that He was back again in
Nazareth with His dear mother. who had been so pained, He must
test the light which distressed her. Perhaps He must experience
the yielding of Himself more truly unto the illuminating encrgy which
flooded Him and all His world in that incandescent moment when
He flashed upon her wondering heart the question: Wist ve not
that T must be about My Father's business?'— Zuke ii, 42.

velnd the child grew.”  Already He had borne witness of His
Sonship unto God in Jerusalem. \Would He do this in Nazareth?
He must now review the prevailing and personal ideas of the Mes-
siah which besct Him, and He must do it in the presence of those
ever-deepening hints which came, that He Himself was the Messiah,
and not the Messiah of the Jews only, but the Messiah of mankind.

Again He began to read the sacred books of His people. He
could easily obtain them at the school or svnagogue. Four hundred
years lie between the date of the last word in the Holy Scriptures
of the Old Testament and- this child’s first prattle in His mother's
home.  They were by no means *“four centuries of silence”. They
were four centuries of intense though often misguided patriotism and
severe trials for Jewish national hope. They had produced much
literature in which faith felt its way, both dimly and brilliantly. In
their slow course, noisy zeal often broke forth in revolution in behalf
of that patriotic idea which never vanished from their sight.  Jesus,
as a youth, was acquainted with the Scriptures as they had been
left by trusted men such as were Ezra and Neheminh, After these
oracles had been apparently closed, there still abided an earnest

the religious observances at the capital.
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devotion to the Law and to the Prophets. A good Israelite could
not enter the svnagogue without remembering that it had come out
of the strenuous times of the captivity; and such a youth as was
Jesus would be svmpathetic with those who, while they were in Baby-
Jon, hung their harps upon the willows and wept for Jerusalem, and,
when they came back, brought with them a repentant spirit which
communicated itself to all Hebrewdom. His own sinlessness attached
particular importance to these times when the people had desired to
be holy before the Lord.  The tramp of Persian armies through Judea,
nearly four hundred ycars before, had its echo in His soul. .

But He went back of all this, in His study of the sacred parch-
ments. He sought deeply for the primal hope in the heart of Israel.
He went back even to the gates of Eden, with His sinless insight
into the carliest events of the human tragedy, and He heard the
promise: T will put enmity between thee and the woman, and be-

tween thy seed and her seed: it shall Dbruise thy head and thou shalt E

bruise his heel.” That was a gleam of fore-looking dearer to Him
than it could have been to any sinful Noah, or even to pious Enoch.
Jesus reflected upon the curse of the carth and repeated the words
of Lamech: *This same shall comfort us concerning our work and
toil of our hands because of the land which the Lord hath cursed.”—
Gen. ©, 29. No failure of man had frustrated that hope, as Jesus
thought of it. The great personality of Abraham had only enlarged
it, and made the divine covenant more certain of fulfillment in the
providence of God.  Jesus was a Jew so thorough-going in His nation-
alism that He clung to the suggestion, in the rite of circumcision,
that the Messiah must come through the seed of Abraham. What-
ever might be the fate of circumcision as a rite after Jesus lived His
life, He then knew only this, that He had been circumcised according
to the Law. He had meditated upon the blessing given to Jacob,
and these words were upon His lips:  “The scepter shall not depart
from Judab, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come;
and unto him shall the gathering of the people be."—Gen. xlix, 10.
The words in the vision of Balaam: ‘*There shall come a star out
of Jacob and a scepter shall rise out of Israel,"-=Num. xxvii, 17,—
had doubtless already been brooded upon by Jesus, as His mother
had told Him the story of the Magi, at whose head Balaam, the
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astrologer, is said to have stood, and He had tried to locate, in the
Jkics of His soul, their star in the East. Thorough as was the
Joyalty of Jesus to the Law, His interest was as that of no other
young man in the great words of Moses which looked beyond the Law:
«The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a prophet from the
midst of thee, of thy '
Lrethren, like unto me;
unto him ye shall heark-
en; according to ‘
all thou desiredest
of the Lord thy
God in Horeb, in
the day of the as-
sembly.”—Deut.
xuviiz, 15—10.

So His mind
perceived that
the persistent
hope of Israel LT e

had furnished a S
central flame for the moral life of the Jews in all these centuries.

It had kept them, for the most part, from the sensualism and idol-
atry of the pagan nations which surrounded them. It had exalted
them to such an extent that they clung to their altars and to the
services and symbols which embodied this hope as the guarantee of
their national purity and supremacy. It made the Jew, wherever
he was in the world, a religious and patriotic man. When there was
no “open vision” in Israel, it had kept Hebrewdom stalwart and
heroic. Whenever any Saul had disobeyed its behests, Jesus reflected
that he had met disaster, and when any young shepherd like David
had obeyed them, He saw that it had made him transcendently
valorous and true. Jesus knew Himself to be a descendant of
David, through both Joseph and Mary. He became more conscious
that such also was His intellectual and spiritual ancestry. He had
just now been in Jerusalem, where the splendor of Herod's Temple
did not make Him forget the words of the message to His royal

ancestor:
8

-

TOWER OF DAVID, JERUSALEM. ™
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<« Furthermore I tell thee that the Lord will build thee an house. And it
shall come to pass, when thy days be expired, that thou must go to be with thy
father, that I will raise up thy seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons, and I
will establish his kingdom. He shall build me an house, and I will establish his
throne forever. I will be his father and he shall be my son, and I will not take.
my mercy away from him’as I took it from him that was before thee; but I will
scttle him in mine house and in my kingdom forever, and his throne shall be

established forevermore.” —1 Chron. xvir, 10-14.

His sonship unto David was a fact that now stirred Him with
unwonted intimations. When the book of national minstrelsy called
the Psalms, which was associated with the name of David, came
before Him as the unique and melodious fountain of the liturgy and §
religious thinking of the nation, He caught more and more of the
lineaments of the Messiah, and more and more He found these lines
in His own consciousness. Mary had repeated to Him her own
Magnificat, and it was full of echoes from the Psalter and modeled
upon one of its great hymns. ‘

CHAPTER XIII
THE READING AND CULTURE OF JESUS

THE Book of Isaiah, the prophet, was one of His favorite studies.
e was now acquainting His heart and mind with those wonderful
words which later echoed through His soul when He sought to relate
. history and Himself to human hope.
““The Day of God” was a phrase in
the Old Testament scriptures which
was beginning to attract the
closest attention of all stu-
s dious Jews as they
looked into a psalm
~ such as the fiftieth
: in the Psalter, and as
. they read the vivid
7. sentences of Zephaniah
I or Ezekiel. Whatever
" else had occurred to ful-
fill these predictions,
they still abided wupon
the pages which Jesus
read as forelookings toward a
s day of great judgment. Isa-
« 1ah taught Him to believe

that the coming of God in

judgment would also be the
o coming of God in redemp-
ton.  Joel's vision of the out-pouring of the Spirit among the nations,
like a similar vision in the book of Ezekiel, received something of
interpretation from Amos, who saw the salvation of Israel; and from

II5

.
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Hosea, who saw the discipline and then the redemption of God’s
people; and from Daniel especially, who saw the wicked Israclites
separated from the righteous and duly rewarded. Jesus re-rcad the

prediction of Moses, which has already been quoted, and remembered |

in that connection the covenant at Horeb, where Israel was made a
kingdom of priests, and the covenant with David, in which the City
of David was promised an everlasting sovereignty. After so much of
war, He had a deep interest in the promise that the Messiah would

reign on the throne of David amidst universal peace. Jeremiah's page

described Him as ¢the righteous branch,”— Jeremiak xxiii, 5,—
and predicted the return of the exiles and their service unto God.

The conceptions of the prophets were entering His mind to be
worked out in His ministry and life. He knew that wherever the
Messiah might be, when He came to His work He must fulfill such
a prophecy as lay in the words of Isaiah, which are quoted in the
gospel of Matthew in the following connection:

¢«“Now all this is come to pass, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 3
by the Lord through the prophet, saying, Behold, the virgin shall be with child, ]
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel; which is, 4

being interpreted, God with us.”’—Mat?. i, 22, 23.

There was another parchment in which the prophet Micah hadj

left the words:

¢« And thou, Bethlehem, Ephrathah,
Little to be among the thousands of Judah,
QOut of thee will come forth for me
One who is to become ruler in Israel.” —Wicalk v, 2.

Already His mother had told Him, doubtless, so much concerning :
His birth as to have given Him a keen interest with regard to those §
who saw these words fulfilled. Jesus had certainly not made any }
such a definite claim to His Messiahship at twelve years of age in
the Temple, as He did publicly in the last week of His ministry, ]
when He entered the City of Jerusalem before all the people. But
all these years between, filled as they were at the beginning with;
His affectionate loyalty unto God as His Father, unfolded the idea §
of God’s Fatherhood and Jesus’ sentiment and thought of brotherhood }
unto all men, into a conception of the person and work of the Mes- §
siah which, as it grew, flooded the Old Testament scriptures with glory.
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Other books than these must have exercised great influence upon
the mind of the young Jew who was forming His own conceptions of
the Messiah and making acquaintance with Himself. Among them
were the Jewish Sibyllines, which for nearly a century and a half had
been studied by all thoughtful men, and especially in liberal Galilee.
t was a work full of the Greek spirit, written in Greek, and it fur-
nished at least one unforgetable allusion to the Messiah. It was
this: **God shall send from the sun” (that is, from the East) ‘a
king who shall give the whole earth rest from civil war.” Two
Roman authors, Tacitus and Suetonius, report a widespread conviction
then prevalent that the Jews were soon to be given dominion over
the world. In the atmosphere of this rumor, Jesus must have read
at least the third book of these Sibylline oracles, and found Himself
intcrested in the predictions concerning the Messiah. So also must
He have read with yet greater interest the more important work
called the Book of Enoch. It filled the fancy of His over-zealous
ncighbors with a strange excitement. Under the figures of various
animals, men and nations are there represented as foes surrounding
and harassing the white sheep of Israel. The Lord of the sheep
is victorious over them all. He is enthroned and becomes their
avenger and the judge of the earth. He is the Anointed One and
it 1s foretold that He shall open the very heavens.

The book comes very close indeed to the very thoughts which
must have filled the mind of Jesus. <¢<Messiah appears by the side
of the Ancient of Days, His face like the appearance of a man, and
yet so lovely, like that of one of the holy angels. This Son of
Man has, and with Him dwells, all richteousness; He reveals the
treasures of all that is hidden, being chosen by the Lord, is superior
to all and destined to subdue and destroy all the powers and king-
doms of wickedness. Although only revealed at the last, His name
had been named before God, before sun or stars were created. He
1s the staff on which the righteous lean, the light of nations, and the
hope of all who mourn in spirit. All are to bow down before Him,
and adore Him, and for this He was chosen, and hidden with God
b‘ef.Ore the world was created, and will continue before Him for ever.
11.115 Elect One is to sit on the throne of glory and dwell among
His saints; heaven and earth would be removed, and only the saints
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would abide on the renewed earth. He is mighty in all the secrets
of righteousness, and unrighteousness would flee as a shadow, because
His glory looked from eternity to eternity, and His power from gen-
eration to generation. Then would the Earth, Hades, and Hell give

up their dead, and the Messiah, sitting on His throne, would select

and own the just, and open up all the secrets of wisdom, amidst
the universal joy of ransomed earth.”

One more book is perhaps equally representative of much of the
literature which was open to the young Galilean thinker. It is the
Psalter of Solomon. While the Book of Enoch is actually quoted in
the Epistle of Jude: ‘‘And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam,
prophecied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten
thousand of His saints,”— /ude 7, 14,—we must not conclude that
the Psalter of Solomon or the Book of Similitudes was less impor-
tant, because either was less old, in the thought of the expectant
nation. As clear as the allusicn to the killing of Pompey after the
battle of Pharsalia, is the suggestion that the nation cannot expect
deliverance through any save a descendant from David. '

These were, perhaps, only a few of the parchments which rep-
resent a literature which was the outgrowth of the spiritual hope of
those troublous times. We know that the Fourth Book of Esdras
was read by the people when Jesus was a boy in Nazareth. As
He moved, in His simple dress, with His brothers and sisters through
the streets of the town, now becoming one of the marriage proces-

sion, and now one of the throng indignant at a harsh proceeding of }

Rome; now offering His pity and help to the victim of greed, now
growing weary of the niceties urged by the Rabbis; or, as He went
alone with a shepherd into the fields, or sat close to a great vine
and mused beneath the grape-clusters, He found His own strong
spirit warm with the flame excited by the anticipations contained in

books like this, which was read and re-read by those whose souls

were vibrant with the Psalm:

¢« Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two edged sword in
their hand; to execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the
people; to bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron;
to execute upon them the judgment written: this honor have all His saints. Praise

ye the Lord.”—Psalm cxlix, 6.

CHAPTER XIV
EDUCATIVE INFLUENCES IN GALILEE

BOOKS did not furnish all the fuel for that fire which burned
with increasing brightness after He had seen Jerusalem, and responded
to some, at least, of the thousand voices He heard within its walls.
Galilee had been liberalized so thoroughly by foreign influences, that
His earlier conception of the Messiah could not have been entirely
m harmony with that of Judea. More than one hundred years
before the last-written word of the Hebrew prophet was set down,

Cyrus had accomplished a mighty revolution upon the wreck of that

PANORAMA OF JERUSALEM, FROM JERICHO ROAD.
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Empire in which Belshazzar had profaned the sacred vessels of the
Holy Temple. It had greatly affected all Palestine. Through Cyrus,
Europe had entered into Asia; and from that day to the day of
Jesus, Greece and Rome had increasingly influenced all the life of
the Holy Land. That a man of Japheth could do as much as
Cyrus had actually done to help Israel, God's chosen people, was a
fact which served to enlarge the Jewish mind with the idea that
there might be valuable instrumentalities elsewhere than in the tents
of Shem. Galilee,—that *‘7zng” (**Galil”) in which so much liber-
alism was nursed, —was always being persuaded, sometimes involun-
tarily, that there was some good in heathendom. But Judea preserved
her conservatism, even in her gratitude toward Cyrus. God had
marvelously developed the religious enthusiasm of the exiles through
those seventy years of absence, and now their descendants were
fanatics. In Galilee, however, the fierceness of their patriotism was
chastened by the effects of the intercommunication of Jews and
Gentiles, and the Jewish spirit in the region about Nazareth was
fairly cosmopolitan. In the five centuries preceding the birth of
Jesus, both Judea and especially Galilee received much from the
larger mental revolution accomplished after the time of Cyrus. Into
this Galilee, containing only about sixteen thousand square miles,

the Greek had come, without such an eager interest in the possibili- E

ties of the rich and fruitful soil as would entirely destroy his Greek
spirit.  This spirit won a partial victory, at once. The result was that
Galilee was not only to furnish the most fiery of zealots, but also

the coolest of thinkers, when men would be meditating petty revo-

lutions, for the Greek sanity and method of thought had pervaded
their fanatical spirits. From the coast, the Greeks passed through
the plain of Esdrelon to the Jordan; and Greek was soon not only
the language of the colonies, but the language often used in Nazareth
by such young men as Jesus himself. There is no doubt that Jesus
knew and spoke Greek. Near by were towns which bore Greek

names, and many were the Grecian communities in league with the .8

Decapolis. Large numbers of Grecks, who were Jews living in Greek
countries, went to Jerusalem on the occasion of the great festivals.

Schiirer has shown that the Mishnah of the Jews furnishes-much §

evidence of Greek influence upon their vocabulary. In Galilee the
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Greek was welcome as an industrious citizen, rearing his crops of
corn and wheat, tending his vineyards and olive-orchards. But he
was most influential as an intellectual force. Into Greek the scrip-
tures of the Old Testament had been translated. It is impossible
that so many Greeks should have entered into the vast work of Hellen-
izing the nations, and that they should have attained a success in
the Holy Land so conspicuous as to have actually furnished a lan-

. guage for a new and universal religion, without having, at that time,

brought some manuscripts or traditions into Galilee which reached
the young man Jesus and helped Him to reach a fundamental con-
ception of the Messiah.

It is true, as Edersheim says, that when a young Rabbi asked
his uncle whether he might study Greek philosophy, the latter

answered: ‘“Go and search what is the hour which is neither of
the day nor of the night, and in it thou mayest study Greek phil-
osophy.”  Gamaliel, Paul's teacher, must have borne an unenviable

name amongst the exclusive Rabbis, for his liberalism and learning
as to Grecianism conspired to make Paul able to quote often from
the Hellenic poets. The very ardor with which Rabbi Akiba,
according to Farrar, taught that “‘no Israelite would be a partaker of
eternal life who read the books of the Gentiles,” tends to prove that
Greek thought was succeeding in attracting profound attention and
that Israelitish ‘religionism was so penetrated by its force and large-
ness that the constituted authorities had reason to dread the result.
If these reasons for fierce opposition upon the part of the Rabbis
obtained in conservative Jerusalem, what must we presume to have
been the subtle, if not supremely evident influence of Greek thinking
in radical and enterprising Galilee? Copies in Greek of Grecian
manuscripts were cheap. Grecianism had long ago forced a fresh
method of interpretation upon the Hebrew scriptures. The Apocryphal
writings which were charged with the Greek spirit, and especially
those books in which pious men had sought to harmonize Hebrew
religion with Greek philosophy, only gave young students a taste of
a supremely desirable feast, and the Jew could not fence off the light
In which he grew and thought from the glow or twilight from Greece.

Did Jesus not feel a breath from Socrates, through perhaps a long
line of friendly truth bearers, as some proud Greek told TTim how the
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Greek philosopher revered the human soul, and how he looked wistfully
toward another state of being? If so, Jesus was to work it over so
deeply into a divine philosophy, that, while Socrates, cold with death up
to his waist, said: ¢ Crito, we owe a cock to Afsculapius. Pay the
debt and don’t neglect it,” Jesus would say: ¢ Into Thy hands I
commend my spirit."—ZLuke axiii, 42. The effort of Socrates to
create faith in the unity of God must have scemed to be in profound
sympathy with the conception of God lying in all high forms of the
Jewish ideal of the Messiah; for they all insisted upon God’s unity;
and the efforts of Socrates to find proof of the immortal life must
have communicated his ardor to souls who touched Him who was to
bring life and immortality to light. Greek influences are found in
such books as the Prophecy and Assumption of Moses and the Apoc-
alypse of Baruch. These books were current then, and, though it
was a bitter hate which the Jew felt for the Gentile, yet it must be
confessed that the air breathed by a young thinker in Galilee could
hardly have escaped the influence even of Plato, the idealist of
Greece, whose name and philosophy were well published by Greeks
in general and ‘especially by colonists proud of their intellectual
heritage. That Greek ideas, especially if they related to a human
expectation which was Messianic in any of its qualities, were met
with the contempt of the Rabbis, was a fact not seriously oper-
ating to prevent Jesus of Galilee—‘Galilee of the Gentiles”—from

thinking of them, for He had already broken over the lines of their 1

conservatism, Doubtless Jesus often went up to Jerusalem in the
course of those “eighteen silent years,” and He then must have seen
something, at least, of that mass of Greek art which the pompous

Herod had brought to the city, and heard more of the Greek liter- |

ature whose teachers Herod had hired to do duty in Jerusalem. A
thoughtful Greek, even in Galilee, was not likely to forget that Plato

had said: “This must be our notion of the just man, that even §

when he is in poverty or sickness or any other seeming misfortune,
all things will in the end work together for good to him in life and
death, for the gods have a care of anyone whose desire is to become
just and to be god-like, as far as man can attain his likeness by the
pursuit of virtue.” And, if orthodox Jews and wide-minded Greeks

fell to arguing as to the outlook for mankind, it was but natural
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that the Greek would seek to overmatch the Jew's well-learned an-
ticipation by quoting Plato’s words.

That Jesus Himself, who learned most from His Father at first
hand, quoted no Greek author, and that we find no trace of Greek
philosophy in the gospels, except perhaps in the gospel of John, is
not solid proof that Greeks did not aid toward a conception of the
Messiah which made Him a blessing to the whole race. Paul cer-
tainly showed, at a little later date, that a cultured Phariseeism was
not unaware of the tide of Greek thought; and we know that Antioch,
where the disciples of Jesus were first called Christians, was, even
in Julius Cesar’s time, about 46 B. C., a capital of Greek culture.

Even though the Roman was now master of the world, and men
like Cato had favored expelling Greek philosophers from the city of
Rome, nevertheless Greek learning went triumphantly with Roman arms;
and where the successors of Alexander, their general, failed to hold
the ground, the philosophers and poets of Greece influenced and
oftentimes guided the higher thought of the peoples. At this moment
Jesus was standing on the verge of a new world which He was to

create, and the larger number of the followers of this Son of Man

in the first century probably were Greek-speaking Jews. In Ceesarea
and Joppa,
Jews were
reading
Greek au-
thors to
their chil-
dren, and
the Jews
who came
back {from
Alexandria
of Egypt
broughtan
influence
as distinct

v g G as that
VIEW OF THE COUNTRY OF JUDEA, which they




124 : THE MAN OF GALILELFL.

took away with them. They had taken their Greek translation of the
Hebrew Bible, they brought back Hellenic ideas and points of view,
and Gentiles had come into Galilee and Judea at an earlier time,
having been uplifted by the great hope, bearing with them interest-
ing ideals from Greck thought.

Twenty ycars before the birth of Jesus arose the most efficient
force for disseminating the Greek spirit over Judaism. The name of
that force was Philo of Alexandria. Before Jesus entered upon His
ministry, and at the time when He was deeply interested in finding
the true significance of the Messiah and His appearance, this eloquent
and learned philosopher had found a large public for his writings on
Jewish religion, and his interpretation of the Five Books of Moses
must have been well known. He was a member of a priestly family,
and he strove to find a harmony between the Hebrew faith and
Greek philosophy. Whether Jesus knew Philo’s reasonings, we can-
not tell, but the wide acceptance of his ideas, even in the circle of
the Rabbis, would prove that the air which Jesus breathed was full
of such conceptions of the Messiah as one man of genius would be
led to harmonize with Gentile thoughts. Traces of Philo’s method
of allegorizing in interpretation are found in the letters of Paul; and
that he was the mouthpiece of opinions largely prevalent in the time
of Jesus, no one can doubt. )

That Philo did not think of the Messiah as personal, and that 1
he thought of a warring force as the creator of the new day, does 3
not invalidate the assertion that he and his contemporary thinkers ':‘
helped amazingly to broaden and deepen the conception of what the °

Messiah might be. Without doubt, these ideas, in some form or

other, reached the thought of Jesus, and He sympathized with the 4
conception that any true Messiahship must encircle mankind with its 4

blessing. : :
Dr. Watkins quotes the common proverb: “Either Plato phi-

lonizes or Philo platonizes,” and he adds: ¢ Philo represents a great .
current of thought which influenced himself and his generation, and 4

which he deepencd and widened. Of that current, Alexandria and
Ephesus were the two great centers, the former specially representing

Judaism in contact with the freer thought of Greece, and the latter |

specially representing Judaism in contact with the theosophies of

THE AN OF GALILEE. 125

552

CEDARS OF LEBANON.,

Asia, but both meeting and permeating cach other in these great
cities.” :

Scarcely more Greek in its character was the writing of Philo
than that of the author of the Wisdom of Solomon. Here the phi-
losophy of Plato 1s everywhere present and it is the effort of the
writer tor show that while Israel is the Lord's first-born, wisdom has
been communicated to all who have sought it, and God has revealed

s truth to many who did not seek it. It is instructive to turn

from the reading of _this book to the account of Jesus talking with
the Centurion, whom He must have addressed in Greek, and to whom
e said: I have not found such faith, nd, not in Israel,"—Zu/e
vi. 9,—which words indicate that Jesus was open-minded to the im-
pression made by the faith of a Gentile. In this book (The Wisdom
of Solomon) the immortality of the soul and the blessedness and
glory of the future state of the righteous are advocated with great
eloquence, while the conception of wisdom and justice is maintained
in language similar to the very phraseology of Plato. Another book
to which Jesus must have been attracted, for His accuracy and ex-
haustiveness of quotation from the accepted books makes it’ most
probable that He searched all scriptures with painstaking study, was
Fhe Wisdom of Jesus, Son of Sirach. For nearly two hundred years
it had been current in a Greek translation from the original Hebrew.
It was an earnest plea for morality deeper than that of the Rabbis
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or the philosophers. The cthical passion of Jesus of Nazareth must
have read with kindling, such words as these: It is not meet to
despise a poor man that hath understanding, neither is it convenient
to magnify a sinful man.” *Strive for the truth unto death, and
the Lord shall fight for thee.” ¢ Let it not grieve thee to bow down
thine ear to the poor and give him a friendly answer with gentle-
ness.”  The Dbook maintains the duty of giving freely of one’s religious
knowledge and all other treasures imparted by God, and its con-

’

cluding song., the Hymn of the Forefathers, is so full of the spirit- §

which was in Christ, and 1s so noble withal, that the most cloquent
chapter in the Epistle to the Hebrews is modeled upon it. The
Prayer of Manasses was also in circulation, especially amongst the
young Rabbis such as Jesus soon became, and it taught a doctrine
concerning the value of repentance and prayer looking toward that

Jarger faith in the mercy of God, which Jesus preached when the §

dying robber made his plea on Calvary. The Books of Maccabees,
of course, quickened the patriotic sentiment of all Jews who hated
the dominion of Rome, and urged the positions of the strenuous

Pharisaic party; as to the importance of the observance of festivals j
by the Jews wherever they were, especially if they were tempted by |
distance to neglect the Temple services at Jerusalem. The Book of 1
Tobit distinctly spoke of the Fatherhood of God, and other parch- 1
ments which gave greater testimony to the influence of the Greek |
spirit, furnish evidence of the higher truth of the assertion that ‘‘the §
chariot-wheels of Alexander smoothed the highways over which the. §

apostles of the cross were to travel.”

LKED THOSE BLESSED FEET.Y -
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CHAPTER XV
POLITICAL AND INTELLECTUAL INFLUENCES

ROME and her authority must have appeared to Jesus as a yet
greater force to be heeded and to be dealt with, now that He had
been to Jerusalem and seen the extent of Rome’s power, especially
through the results accomplished by such a man as was Herod, the
builder of the new Temple and the perpetual aspirant for both
Roman honors and Hebrew loyalty. Detesting Rome as every Jew
did, the relations between the Romans and the Jews, nevertheless,
were such that, either by opposition or by the sympathy which often
could not be prevented amongst thoughtful persons, Roman ideas
were part of the atmosphere and they entered into the minds of the
Galileans. As Jesus grew, and as He thought of the Messiah, His
first home instruction was uppermost, and it was that the hated
power of Rome should be overthrown. Rome was aiming at univer-
sal empire, and Jesus was growing toward a conception of Himself
which made Him the founder of a universal empire. These empires
were absolutely opposed in spirit and in method. The absolutism of
Caﬁ?sar rested on his making all men servants unto him; the abso-
lutism of Jesus rested upon His makmg Himself servant unto all
men.  There was only one thing concerning which He could serve all

men, and that was, SIN. He would save the people from their sin.
127
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It was not then commonplace to say that Ceesar's empire depended
on force; Jesus' empire would depend on love. One had succeeded
through coercion and subjugation; the other would succeed through
persuasion and affection. As Jesus studied Rome after His return
from Jerusalem, He saw what kind of deliverer the true Messiah
must be. Much has been said concerning the ignorance of Jesus with
regard to rulers and Casars and their manners and customs, as
this ignorance is shown by His references to them. But Jesus knew
Caesarism and its method to the very heart. - To Him it was becom-
ing evident that the final contest would not be between two cities,
Jerusalem and Rome, but between two spirits, the spirit which then
possessed this world, and the spirit which possessed Him. In the very

palace of Jewish religionism, He had broken the dear and little circle .;1
of earthly parentage and found His soul and life girded only with the.

larger and infinite circle of universal parentage. ‘“My Father’s busi-
ness, '—ZLuke ii, 49,—was a phrase which universalized His interests,
at least for a moment. At that instant, Jerusalem and Rome were

cities of yesterday. The energies they represented were not the supreme ]

forces. In the crisis which His personality and life would precipitate,

they would be jostled about as incidents. His sinlessness had shone
out against the dark thing called Sin, and that was a universal fact. ]
To deal with that fact victoriously would be to settle all other dif- §
ficulties incidentally. He would conquer Rome,—not by attacking }
Rome, but by overwhelming evil with goodness, and His triumph would
give to Jerusalem also her catastrophe. Dimly seen, perhaps, at the
first, these things burdened and pained Him with their pervading inti-
mations. As He went at night-fall and alone to His trysting-place with §
God, His heart was beginning to say: “‘I have a baptism to be baptized §
with; and how am I straitened until it be accomplished.”—Zuke xiz, 50.

If a thoughtful Roman came to Nazareth and talked to any who f
repeated the conversation to Jesus, He felt not less strongly that the
Messiah had something more fundamental to achieve than to break 3
the Roman yoke which weighed upon the neck of the Jew. Matthew §

Arnold has described the situation truly:

¢ On that hard pagan world disgust
And secret loathing fell.
Deep weariness and sated lust
Made human life a hell.
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¢« In his cool hall, with haggard cycs,
The Roman noble lay ;

He drove abroad, in furious guise,
Along the Appian way.

¢« He made a feast, drank fierce and fast,
And crown’d his hair with flowers—
No easier nor no quicker passed
The impracticable hours. '

¢¢ The brooding East with awe beheld
Her impious younger world.
The Roman tempest swell’d and swell’d,
And on her head was hurl'd.

¢« The East bow’d low before the blast
In patient, deep disdain ;
She let the legions thunder past,
And plunged in thought again.”

One man alone did not content Himsclf with plunging into
thought again. He, at length, saw what to do. For eighteen years
the bow-string was being made more and more tense by the strain
put upon it by divine hands; the arrow was about to fly. If a
Roman centurion, such as he who had commended himself to certain
Jews by building them their synagogue, and who was to be commended
for his faith by Jesus Himself, had quoted Cicero, in Nazareth, this
quotation may have reached the ears of the young Rabbi: <“We
talk as if all the miseries of man were comprehended in death, pain
of body, sorrow of mind or judicial punishment, which I grant are
calamitous accidents thrat have befallen many good men ; but the
sting of conscience, the remorse of guilt, is in itself the greatest evil,
even exclusive of the external punishments that attend it.”

With such a moral problem, Jesus felt that the Messiah must
measure Himself, and when Jesus yielded to this conviction, He had
ai.ready made 1t sure that the Messiah would not be received except
with disappointment and opposition by His fellow-citizens. At last
He was ready for the next step. It was unconsciously in the direc-
thﬁ of Gethsemane. Calvary itself was only a few years away from
Him.  That night may have been one of the many which He passed

entircly and alone in prayer. Before He left Nazareth for the moun-
9
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tain, He must have found deeper significance than ever lie had dis-
covered Dbefore in the hymn which the household recited at sunset,
beginning:
¢« T will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,
From whence cometh my help.”’—Psalm cxxi.

When He came back to His carpenter’s task again, He found

an hour or two for reading and brooding. Pliny was a writer well

known, and he had said despairingly : ¢ What folly it Is to renew 4
life after death! Where shall created beings find rest if you suppose }
that shades in hell and souls in heaven continue to have any feeling? §
You rob us of man's greatest good—death. Let us rather find in §
the tranquillity which preceded our existence the pledge of the repose §
which is to follow it.” If He heard any words like these, Jesus met g

A TYPICAL VILLAGE.
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the note with a sweeter tone. He had already confessed an ab-
sorbing Interest in hfe, and against all hopelessness He felt the
Messiah must set Himself. He IHimself, by and by, would say hero-
ically: I came, that ye might have life, and that ye might have
life more abundantly.”—Fo/n x, 10. At that time, also, many Pilates
were sneering  their question: < What is truth?— Jokn xoiii, 38,
God was now so filling this peasant of Galilee with Himself that
His heart and mind were full of the answer soon to be spoken: ‘1
am the truth.”— Jo/kn xiv, 6. These are only some of the elements
which were in the air, and no nation was more talkative with refer-
ence to the impending future than was the Rome whose greatest
poet, Virgil, had sung these lines:

¢ The son shall lead the life of gods, and be
By gods and heroes seen, and heroes see.
The jarring nations he in peace shall bind,
And with paternal virtues rule mankind.
The goats with strutting dugs shall homeward speed,
And lowing herds, secure from lions, feed.
His cradle shall with rising flowers be crowned ;
The serpent’s brood shall dic ; the sacred ground
Shall weeds and poisonous plants refuse to bear ;
Each common bush shall Syrian roses wear.
But when heroic verse his youth shall raise,
And form it to hereditary praise,
Unlabored harvests shall the fields adorn,
And clustered grapes shall blush on every thorn ;
The knotted oaks shall showers of honey weep,
And through the matted grass the liquid gold shall creep.”

A race had been looking heavenward for long. The distance be-
tween finite and infinite, earth and sky, had always perplexed and
§ad(1el1cd man'’s heart, but then more than ever before. Everywhere,
I one form or another,. men were saying: ¢ Cannot this distance
be bridged? Cannot man become so divine or God become so human,

-that there shall be a real Christos, a valid mediatorship?” When

Rome's mightiest monarch died, this urgent spirit immediately seized
]ES opportunity. It created Casar a God. The apotheosis of the
hmp(:ror of the Romans was earth's manifested desire to reach through
humanity, raised into divinity, and to touch heaven. If the news of
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some new sedition led by a bold revolutionist against Rome reached
Jesus from Jerusalem, by the rumor from a returning fellow-citizen
of Nazareth who had just left the Holy City and was full of its politi-
cal gossip, so also had come into Galilee the report that the Romans
had made their Caesar divine. Jesus must have known this. It had
found its way into the mind of One who, as He pondered on the
nature and character of the Messiah, was arriving at the conviction
that the Messiah must be the living Mediator between God and man.

These considerations, whether they influenced Jesus more or less
in the development of His thought, did not detract from the inten- E
sity of His patriotism. And He was now reviewing Hebrew history
in the warm light in which He had lived at Jerusalem, during that ‘
festival. Yes! He was thinking it all over in the light which broke j
over His own soul when He said: ¢ My Father's business.” Every Jew
repeated the long story of Hebrew revolt against Rome, and especially 1
now, with so much expectancy in the Jewish heart, and with Herod .
playing fast and loose with Rome at Jerusalem, were the chapters in §
the history of their subjugation unto Rome constantly talked over by 1
the Jews. Jesus was now called ¢'the carpenter” (vi, 3), not the 4
carpenter's son” (Matt. xiii, 55), for His father had died, and He felt §
the responsibilities of a Rabbi with reference to,political affairs. But ;
His policy went deeper than that of current patriotism. He saw the §
whole past through the only eyes able to understand it. The Roman
despotism had supplanted the Persian with a strength and audacity §
unparalleled. But long before this, the Messianic hope had become
mainly political. After the death of Alexander the Great, Palestine:
became the desired prey for which Egypt and Syria struggled for‘
more than a hundred years. Antiochus the Great, on capturing j
Palestine in 203 B. C., from Ptolemy of Egypt, permitted self-gov- 3
ernment to the Hebrews. All went well until the Syrians oppdsed 1
Jewish monotheism with the polytheism of the Greeks, and at length, §
in 175 B. C., the Hebrews who had not been demoralized by Greek
manners were in revolt. It is startling to think,” remarks Dean %
Stanley, ‘‘of the sudden influx of Grecian manners into the very :
center of Palestine. The modesty of the sons and daughters of §
Abraham was shocked by the establishment of the Greek Palestra §
under the very citadel of David, where, in defiance of some of the 3
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most sensitive feelings of their countrymen, the most active of the
Jewish youths completely stripped themsclves, and ran, wrestled
leaped in the public sports like the Grecian athletes, wearing the,:
broad-brimmed hat, in imitation of the headgear of the god He?mes,
guardian of the gymnastic festivals. Even the priests in the Temple
caught the infection, left their sacrificial duties unfinished and ran
dewn from the Temple court to take part in the spectacle, as soon
as they heard the signal for throwing the discus, which was to lead
off the games.”

At length, corruption reached such a pass that Jason, a Jew,
bought of the Syrian king the office of High Priest for 300 talents
annually, only to lose it to his brother Menelaus, who, on going to
take Jason’s payments to Antiochus Ephiphanes, outbid Jasonoand
t(,‘>ok the office. Jason waited until he heard the false 1‘epbrt that the
king had perished in battle against Ptolemy, and then he swept into
Jerusalem with 3,000 men, slaughtering as he marched, but failing
to unseat his crafty brother. Antiochus returned to attack ang
enter Jerusalem, profaning and pillaging sacred places wherever he
went, and, at length, 40,000 people perished before him, a large
number were cnslaved, while the king filched more than a millign
and a half dollars’ worth of precious metals. Judaism was crushed
and outraged.  The profanity of the unclean sovereign in the Temple
Wias more humiliating than his cruelty outside. Two years later,
being in need of money, he sent his collector of tribute to gather,
by force of 22,000 armed men, all the money obtainable, to kill
all the men and dispose of the women and children as slaves.
Pcaceably reccived into the city, the inhuman army beean on one
Sabbath day their bloody task. for
the desolation was unspeakable,

[t was the hour for worship, and
: The city was fired in various places,
its walls pulled down, the riches of Jerusalem captured, and the hill
Acra, above the Temple, was set apart to be crowned with a power-
ful fortress.  \What was more sad to the Jew was this,—he was
forbidden to enter the Holy Place, and the sacrifices ceased. This
muc'h for Jerusalem only. Antiochus made a wholesale attack upon
JC\'\‘ltsh religion and patriotism by decreeing the abolition of their
Y‘Chglous practices. No Jew was permitted to sacrifice, to keep the
Sabbath, or to circumcise a child. Jupiter Olympus was enthroned
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W!LDERNESS OF JUDEA.

in the Holy Temple; paganism reared its altar, on the site of the
Hebrew Altar of Burnt Offering, and a huge hog was killed in the
sacred precincts, its blood poured on the Altar before the Temple

and sprinkled in the Holy of Holies. Greek idolators, who had,
been sent to Jerusalem to induct the Jews into the rites of a religion

they abhorred, were in attendance. Hebrews were required to eat
the flesh of swine, and any of these orders was supported by an
armed force which met disobedience with the most cruel death which
could be invented. Mothers who had circumcised their children were
led through the streets, the torn bodies of their little ones swinging
from their necks, and old men like Eleazer were stretched upon the
rack, yet they cried out in death: ¢ Hear, O Israel, the Lord our
God is one.” Out of this agony came the seventy-fourth and the
seventy-ninth Psalms; and now Hebrewdom was reading them again.

From month to month the towns were visited, and the horrible
despotism urged its persecution; but at last the persecuted had a
champion, and a mighty revolution girded on its sword. Mattathias,
one of the older priests, having been driven to Modin, had poured
out his soul unto God. He seemed safe twenty miles from Jeru-
salem in his ancestral home. But the demand that he, the most
eminent citizen of the town, should sacrifice to the Grecian gods,
confronted him in his dwelling. He replied to the officers: ‘< God
forbid that we should forsake the Law and the ordinances. We
will not hearken to the king’s words, to go from our religion, either

on the right hand or on the left.”~— Joshua xxiv, 16. Beholding a Jew §

offering a pagan sacrifice upon his own altar, Mattathias slew him, as
he also killed the king’s commissioner and wrecked his altar. The
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revolution was born. Fleeing to the mountains with his band, he was
joined by others of like enthusiasm, and he led the way through the
country, destroying the altars of paganism, circumcising the children,
and increasing his force of patriots, like a Garibaldi,—the elder Puri-
tan crying out: ‘“Whoever is zealous of the Law, and maintaineth
the covenant, let him follow me.” The old man did not live to see
the triumph of the Jews. His heroic band perished, but Simon, his
son, ‘‘the man of counsel,” and Judas, another son, ‘'the mighty
and strong,” had received the consecrating blessing, and thus the
five sons began a course of war for home and country in which,
one by one, they were leaders, and one by one they were martyrs.
Judas Maccabzus was indeed the Hammerer. He magnetized his
army as did Napoleon, and he led them with a Puritanism equaled
only by Cromwell. Longfellow brings out this spirit in Judas Mac-
cabaeus when he makes him say?

¢ Antiochus,
At every step thou takest there is left
A bloody footprint in the street, by which
The avenging wrath of God will track thee out!
It is enough. Go to the sutler’s tents:
Those of you who are men, put on such armor
As ye may find; those of you who are women,
Buckle that armor on; and for a watchword
Whisper, or cry aloud, ¢The Help of God.” ”

At last the victory was complete, and Judas saw the worship of
the fathers again restored to the Holy City. The sacred garments
and altar were renewed, and for eight days there was observed the
Feast of the Dedication, which Jesus Himself was to attend, at a
later time when His countrymen would be saying to Him, ¢If thou
be the Christ, tell us so plainly.”— Jo/n x, 24.

Although Judas fell before the sudden return of the Syrians and
Seven! years passed by, Demetrius gave Jonathan an opportunity
which the latter improved, to accomplish Jewish independence. In
Ma).', 142 B. C., Simon entered Jerusalem and compelled the last
Sryrla.n garrison to capitulate. The happy nation went on a career
Ot rejoicing until the last of the sons of Mattathias was murdered with
his two sons, by his son-in-law, Ptolemy.
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All these events filled the ordinary Jew with the idea that any

true Messiah would deal with Rome as Judas Maccabzus had dealt

with the Syrian king. They had a quite different interpretation in
the thought of Jesus. The taste of independence which the He-
brew nation had been granted between 135 B. C. and 63 B. C. had
not deepened the spirituality of Jewish hope. The rival sects of
Pharisees and Sadducees warred with one another until the Pharisees
requested Rome, in the year 64 B. C., to take away all political
power from the Jewish priesthood, because innovations foreign to the
service of God had been introduced, and the priests were the polit-
ical Sadducees. The Pharisees, in 78 B. C., had supported the
claims of Hyrcanus, but now they saw, as governor of Judea, an
Idumean named Antipater, who was of the retinue of Hyrcanus, and

who had mounted the throne by means of shrewd intrigue. In 63

B. C., the divided nation found itself confronted by the Roman gen-
eral Pompey, and soon the Roman cagles were stretching their wings
on Mount Zion. Hyrcanus was deprived of nearly all his dominions,
and Antipater was truly his master. The royal policy of entire de-
votion to Rome made the Roman government more detestable to

the Jews. The ruler was a son of Esau, and although Jewish priv- ]

lleges had been given generously in the year 47 B. C., by Cesar,

and a large portion of territory lost under Pompey was’ restored to }
the Jews, the Temple Tax forbidden to be farmed, the military forces 4
prevented from camping in Judea, yet everything pointed to the event 4
which speedily came when Herod, son of Antipater, swept over ‘the §
Sanhedrin with an armed force and became ruler of the Jews. Under j

his scepter Jesus had been born, and it was within the precincts of
the Temple he built that Jesus gave utterance to that conception of
His own life and work in the world to which all sentiments of -patri-
otism and culture of mind had begun to do homage. .

ness; and His moral enthustasm

CHAPTER XVI
THE BAPTISM BY JOHN

JESUS was now thirty yearsof age. Only incidentally was He
looking upon everything as it appeared against that immense and

vivid background which Jerusalem and Rome conspired to make.

Things had grown worse rather than better, in recent days. He saw
such infamies as were matched only by the political tumult and the
religious fanaticism which reached their herght in Galilee, and even now
these were vocal throughout Judea. As Jesus learned of the condi-
tion of things at Rome in the later
days of His quiet life at Nazareth,
He saw the world lying in wicked-

—

which was the breath of
His sinless life, was ready -
to welcome any and all
forces of reform which
looked toward breaking
the power of evil in the
hearts of men. Under
Herod Archelaus and
under the rule of his
successor, Jerusalem itself ~
had yielded not a little to
they corruptions from which
Rome was decaying. Prac-
tical Epicurianism and Stoicism
stalked through the streets of the o =
Holy City, and throughout Palestine the des- Lo (f
pair of the heathen met the expectancy of FORMSTEIRTHS NEAR THE
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the Jew, the latter maintaining its spirituality only in the loftiest
souls. If the conceptions born of the better thoughts of Greece and
Rome, which we have already sketched, had been filtered through
the Hebrew's contempt for the pagan, and, at length, had touched
the mind of Jesus, leading Him along with His personal experiences
with God as His Father, into a true vision of the Messiah of hu-
manity,—that is, if, at last, He saw Messiah as One who would
save men from s7z,—He came to that vision amidst a carnival of
iniquity. It had increased since the reign of Augustus in Rome and
the government of the Herods in the Holy Land. Any voice of
Puritanism sending its volley of fire against the unspeakable wicked-
ness of the age, must have feund a cordial welcome for its messages
in His soul. It was the sinless One who was thus listening,—listen-
ing for **Elias who was to come.”—17att. xi, 14.

A rumor was then spreading even through Galilee that, in the
desert-wilderness of judea, a man of extraordinary intensity of con-
viction and power of eloquence was preaching in that desolate and
craggy region near the outflowing of the Jordan. This man’s influ-
ence had gone forth and the troublous politicians and chattering
Rabbis were forgotten, for a new hermit, who reminded men of
the asceticism of the Essene, and who breathed the spirit of the
grandest of Hebrew prophets. Most austere in his life, he’ was not
an Essene in garb or in food. He wore a dress reminding those
who had not forgot the ‘scriptures, of the lofty-souled Elijah. A
girdle of camel's-hair was about his loins, and his poverty was wit-
nessed by his roughly woven garment and its leather thong, as well
as by his food, which consisted of locusts and wild honey. It was
John, the son of Zacharias and Elizabeth. When he came to Batha-
bara, the forerunner of the Messiah was intellectually and spiritually
prepared for his privilege and his task. In the majestic solitudes of
the mountains, he had nursed the ideas of his life and his mission
upon his faith in God. This had been his spiritual life and breath,
in the home of Zacharias near Hebron; and under the open Syrian
sky John had brooded upon the duties which lay before him, running
back, as they did, with their impulse, to that scene in the Temple
when his priestly father first heard from Angelic lips divine intima-
tions as to-the future of his son. He was slightly more than thirty
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vears old. Out of the experience of home, froni synagogue and desert,
he came forth an orator, masterful of the symbolism of the desolate
district in which he had so tried the illuminating power of his vision,
that, in it, he had seen Sadducees and Pharisees crawl forth as an
offspring of vipers.”"—Matt. 7iz, 7. The threshing-floors of the
hill-country again felt the winnowing wind ; the trees of the forest
trembled at the stroke of the ax; and the fire consumed as he spoke
of the deceit and fraud of priestcraft, the intolerable exactions of
officers, the iniquities of privileged classes, and the pompous self-
richteousness of religious guides. His speech was dark as the
shadow from one of the hills beneath whose eminence he had mused
on Israel's shame, bold as the cliff that was smitten with sunlight
when his soul flamed with the deeper thought of the Messiah, deep
as the loneliness in which he found God, and musical as Jordan
which ran at his feet. All the force of that destructive ardor which
belongs to the fieriest Puritanism was John's. He marshaled his
denunciations against iniquity, high and low, elegant or vulgar. His
audiences were gathered from all Israel. The poor huddled in their
hastily prepared booths. The aristocrats were there, proud of their
Abrahamic ancestry, and he told them as their conceit stumbled
near to him over the scattered rocks which lay on the edge of the
river, that God was able to raise up children unto Abraham out of
those very stones. His spirit made him stern and heroic, simple and
direct. His character furnished a peerless sounding-board for the
trumpet-like tones, whose carrying power reached to the edge of the
multitude, where the common people crowded together, and where
they heard that their Deliverer was approaching, and that the hour
for the rule of the lofty and proud had passed away. His aggressive
and serious speech was the breath of Eternal Holiness through him,
and it swayed the citizens of Jerusalem, who had come out to hear
him preach repentance and announce that the kingdom of heaven
was at hand, even as the wind had bended the willows along the
Jordan. Truly this was a ‘¢ Vozce in the Wilderness,—not an echo,”
as Frederick W. Robertson has finely said.

The son of a priest, the temple he chose was the wilderness and
the Jordan valley. Its dome was the steady sky; and he sought to
Create his altar-service in human hearts. In the wide air, under a
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mighty canopy, challenged by sincere and powerful eloquence, the
scholarly Scribe. the privileged Sadducee, the hair-splitting Rabbi,
cven the political revolutionist of the party of the Nationalists, were
overwhelmed; and this was so, for the reason that his genius insisted
upon what his moral insight had discovered as to the real malady
which made Israel weak and Rome corrupt The name of this disease
is sin.  He was fitted to be the prophet of the future because he
was so profoundly true to the past. He was so true to the past
that he had entered into the fundamental movement of all eras, and
interpreted the urgent feeling and utterance which was totally missed
by the shallow present. He so opencd the OIld Testament, that
men began to sce under his eye-glance the first pages of that which
would be called the New Testament. The finest spirits whispered
to one another: “ For this i1s he that was spoken of by the prophet
Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.”—Matt. 277, 3.

As John asked Pharisees: < Who hath warned you to flee from
the wrath to come?”
until he cried out: ¢ Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repent-
ance.'—Matt. 777, 8. At that moment, he was continuing the use of
one rite, and one only. It was amazingly suggestive of the new
kingdom which he was preaching, the one rite he dared to practice
in a time burdened with forms and observances,—the rite of baptism.
Ilis popularity was unbounded. The airy globes of ecclesiasticism
had been punctured by his keen sentences. The current of his elo-
quence rolled on like the swift Jordan whose ripples moved with the
cchoes from his voice. If he would, he could now create a move-
ment which would sweep, from those rocky hillsides, toward the cap-
ital of the world. Everything was ready to obey his spell. His
audience dreamed of the long-haired, spare Elijah of the past
lcading a successful insurrection, and every voice was crying out, in
the prophet's words: ‘“Every valley shall be exalted and every
mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made
straight and the rough places plain.”—/Zsaial x/, 4.

His rite of baptism had won the startled multitude. It made
visible his aim and their response; and the excited crowd daily in-
creased from the plateaus of Perea and the city of Jerusalem, until

Matt. 117, 7,—~they had no chance to answer,
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the unanimous desire for purification by water was allied with the
most noble vision which had yet come to Palestine. The excitement
bred its politics. The multitude was ready for action. Why not
seize the moment and save Hebrewdom? The answer John made
lies in the words with which he held back a lesser triumph, that God
might have His own larger victory: I indeed baptize you with
water unto repentance: but He that cometh after me is mightier
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: He shall baptize you
with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in His hand, and
He will thoroughly purge His floor, and gather His wheat into the
garner; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”"—
Matt. i, 11, 12,

Instantly questions went from lip to lip, and they were all like

this: <“Who is this Mighty One of whom the orator is speaking, -

and where is He?” The answer was soon to be given without words.
They had already asked him: ¢« What shall we do then?” His
answer was: ‘‘He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that
hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise.”—ZLuke 777,
10, TI.

But this answer was not sufficient for their larger curiosity. It
was too practical and too exhaustive of their newly born moral en-
thusiasm. They were as yet speculative. Luke says: < And the
people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of
John, whether he were the Christ, or not."—ZLuke 7ii, 15.

“Art thou the Christ?”—this was the inquiry in which old and

young, rich and poor, Roman soldiers and shrewd Sadducees, ortho-

dox priests and heretical Greeks, ragged outcasts and meek saints,
united. It was impossible for John to delay longer. They were even
pressing the question further. They were going so far, that they
asked him, ‘“What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not.
Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No. Then, said they uzto
him, Who art thou? that we may give answer to them that sent us
What sayest thou of thyself? He said, I am the voice of one crying
in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the
prophet Esaias. And they which were sent were of the Phariseces.
And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then,
if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet?’— Jokn
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i 21-25. It was a trying moment for John. Iie could not satisfy
their curiousness.  Let him be patient. To-morrow God will answer
their query. ‘‘He that hath ears to hear, let him hear."—Matl. xZ, 15.
The morrow came. It was early in the year. Tradition places
the date as the sixth or tenth of January. It wasa day when nature
had little to suggest of vernal power; and the barren valleys united
with somber mountains which stood round about the multitude to
indicate that, if any spring-time were very near, it must be waiting
to fill the world with blossoms and perfume by the opening-out of
the divine purpose within some human heart. Around the eloquent
cnthusiast, who was already called the Baptizer, and whose austere
habits had made him appear the incarnation of a grave and spiritual
rebuke unto all cheap prosperity and self-satisfied religiousness, there
thronged eager citizens from Bethlchem and Jericho; and some were
there even from Samaria and priestly Hebron. The Levites were
still urging him to answer the question: ‘‘Art thou the Christ?”
One young man from Nazareth stood near the stream, His white
tunic showing like a symbol of purity against a background of tam-
arisks.  No one listened, as did He. Ile alone heard and understood.
This was the first orator to whom He had listened, the strings of
whose nature vibrated so strongly at the touch of conscience that his
words mingled with the harmony in His own sinless nature. John
was preaching a universal gospel, for he was striking not at Rome,
but at SIN. The sinless Nazarene alone could sympathize with such
4 divine universalism as was John's. The intimations which the
voung man from Nazareth had known in His own soul, and which had
driven Him to the Baptizer, were trembling into mclody.  The thought
and feeling of the young Galilean were saying in His soul: ““This
is he who is Elias that was to come.” Yet this was His cousin John
and He was only Jesus, the carpenter's son. They had not been
together, but they had only known of one another. Even then John
“knew Him not.”— JoZn 7, 31, 33. Probably Mary had told her Son
something of her visit to Elizabeth and something of her experiences
with Elizabeth before John's birth. Probably Elizabeth had told her
son John something of Mary's visit unto her in the hill-country of
Judea, and something of the experiences of Mary before the birth of
Jesus; dnd while these were matters of long ago, yet they were of
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supreme interest. Whether this be true or not, an irresistible cordon
of influences from without was then making its appeal to all those
newly burnished intimations from within. The soul of the young
Nazarene was on the verge of making its declaration. No one in the
crowd was conscious that the mightiest process of all the ages was
achieving its consummation. The crowd were pressing upon John for
baptism.

Suddenly John stood back and hesitated. Why should not
the baptism of the multitude go on? The ficure of the Nazarene
peasant was seen to move nearcr to the Baptist, His lips were almost
moving with the old great words: ¢ Wist ye not that I must be
about My Father's business?’—Zuke 27, 49. Yet now that young Jew,
Jesus of Galilee, the Man who was to Jfill full all human custom until

‘t would break into the Divine Law, had resolved to ask baptism.

Was it some gleam of Divine Light which then proclaimed Him the
Son of God, or was it some ray of glory from His sinless spirit that
betrayed His moral majesty? Certain it is that no fomenter of

revolution against Rome, no one who could be content with an idea }
of the Messiah which made Him only a political emancipator of His =
people from the tyrrany of a state, could have recognized the all- 3
glorious innocence and obedience, the divine graciousness and power 4
to suffer and to be slain, which, at that moment, distinguished the
man whose earthly name John knew not as the Messiah. John, the 1
proclaimer of repentance for sin, the preacher of a universal revolution,
the one orator who made use of the single rite which would empha-
size freedom from sin—he alone could recognize the Christ in Jesus;
and he would soon say of Jesus: << Behold the Lamb of God who 3

beareth the sin of the world.”

This, however, could not be said until much else had occurred both 1
~to Jesus and to John. «Baptize me,” said the Nazarene. ‘I have need 3
to be baptized of Thee and cometh Thou to me ?"— Matt. iii, 14,—T1€- §
plied John. The crowd moved back a little, for this was the most start- §
ling word which John had uttered. The men stood looking into one &
another’s eyes. It was the open-eyed finite confronting the all-inclu-
sive infinite. Both were troubled. Jesus was now about to open like 3
2 bud in the blossoming era of His divine career, and He had been §
recognized by another, just as He had recognized Himself as the |
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Chosen One. Already the cross was on His shoulders. John was
struggling with the startling suggestion which had just come from
Him whom he must call ““#ie Lamb of God.” It was that he should
baptize Him, then and there. To the incredulous and awed hesita-
tion gf the baptizer Jesus repeated his desire.  John had never com-
promised. but he must now obey. There was no appeal, no retreat
from such a command. So, always, the fresh and inspiring present,
lordly and prophetic, comes to the |
stern and sublime spirit of the 7
past for lustration, —yea, for con-
secration.  So, also, must the
greater ever bow itself, in
the presence ‘
of the less,
and request
the forbear-
ance  which
God's plan
constantly
imposes upon that
which seeks to
honor an eternal
fithess in the order of
things, So always is divinity
becoming more deeply and
effe’ctivcly divine, in its submission of the Eternal to the limitations
of Time. So ever is the Christ of God saying: * Suffer it to be so
now, for it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness.”"—AMalt. iii, 15.
. ']Fesus was sinless and needed not the purification symbolized by
this rite adopted by John; but, for the manifestation and realization
of HIS. divinity, Jesus needed to be baptized by John. It was a
E€C€S§1t}' for them and His future that He should humble Himself
t:rfhl,n the baptisrq by water, tl.lat He might humble Himsclf yonder
" midse(;/ereg baptism with which He must be baptized throughout
human.le:al‘s‘. He must ﬁl/.fzd{ all rlghteousness,_—'—th_at 1'@ ?i.ll‘
i, galism, in or.der that it might 'be enlarged, or, if necessary,
ut into the righteousness that is of God,—the Law of Love.

THE JORDAN WHERE CHRIST WAS BAPTIZED.
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If divinity may be thought of as a quality, it is the quality that
is the most sublime when its possessor is most abased. But divinity
is always voluntary. Jesus was to recognize increasingly the perfect
Fatherhood of His Father, in the growing affection of His own Son-
ship.

John hesitated no longer. They walked down together into the
stream. Soon the glassy surface of the deep ford was broken, and
John had baptized Jesus. This was the baptism of consecration.
In the very anticipation of the event, ]ohn had been swept from his
feet, and had forgotten his own office in the kingdom of God.
When Jesus’ feet touched the bank of the Jordan, and He reflected
that He had been baptized, His mind dwelt upon the manifestation
which God had made of Himself unto His Son through the form of
the dove, symbolizing the Holy Spirit. ~'Who had seen it—that symbol
of peace wheeling down and alighting upon His head? We know
not. FHe saw and understood. Jesus was the Christ. Later on,
Jesus was to hear the question: +« The baptism of John, whence was
it? From heaven or from men?’—Matt. xxi, 25. Then He would
remember the open heavens above Him at His baptism, the de-
scending of the Spirit of Holiness into His soul, and the utterance
of words of peace and comfort which other ears also heard: < This

is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”—/Mads. idi, 17: It
was the divine assurance. John understood it, for it had been inti-
mated unto Him that upon Him that was to be baptized with the j

Holy Ghost, the Spirit was to descend in that manner. This had
strengthened John, also, and he was now confirmed in his belief that
]esus was the Lamb of God—the Christ. No chapter in the life of
]esus is more essential to Christian faith; and no episode in His life
is more sure to repeat itself in the history of that redeemed humanity
into which Jesus is born. John was. never to find his incomplete
ideal satisfactorily fulfilled in Jesus. The past is never to see its
dream quite literally realized in the future, because Jesus is ever
greater than John, and, in His Christliness, there is the certainty
that the infinite shall overflow the finite. We do not know but that,

as the romanticists suggest, a common dove’s wings quivered in the §

sky overhead, at the time when Jesus came up from the experience

of His dedication unto a holy life by baptism. and that, fixing His ’
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gaze upon the beautiful bird,  He saw it dip more closely to Him.
and then light upon His head, its plumage so radiant with sunlight

that all took it to be the symbol of the Holy Spirit. We do not
know but that, to the inner ear which listens to unheard melodies,
the voice came, saying: *‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.” We do know this:—whenever the purpose of God in
the present, unheralded and unknown, so connects itself with the
past as to receive its consecration for the future, the sky of human
life quivers with a peace which is of the infinite, and, above the
Lumanity which is thus dedicated to highest service, there sounds a
voice, heard only by those who are near, proclaiming God’s Father-
hood through man’s sonship, and saying, in dimly heard or in clearly
apprehended tones: *This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.” It is the moment of communion between man and God,
the loftiest and most inspiring, until other and deeper experiences
have come and gone.

The broken current of Jordan had again become direct, and it
flowed unmmpeded along toward the Dead Sea, as if only a stone,
or the trunk of a tree, had fallen into it. The last widening circle
had rippled away and vanished. Yet a great hour had come in
the story of love; an era was marked in the education of humanity,
The Church has long called the baptism of Jesus His ‘‘second na-
tivity,” It was this, and much more. Not alone was Jesus invested
with divine power, but that power came through human ministry,
and it so took others up into an inspiring vision, that the unique
experience of Jesus blessed mankind. John heard the voice, as well
as He whom John had designated as *“ The Lamb of God."— Jo/n 7,
29. ¢ Suffer it now,” said Jesus,” for thus it becometh zs” %not me
wlone) “to fulfill all righteousness.”—Matt. i, 15. It was an event
m which the place and partnership of such a man as John, in the
career and achievements of the Messiah, were illumined. Jesus had
reached the age of thirty, at which the priest of Israel was conse-
crated to office. He had not thrown aside this ancient observance;
He had begun to complete it into something higher and larger In
going to John and being baptized of him, He was carrying in His
\mless heart the sins of the people already. Innocent Himself, He
was the Penitent Race of Man, voicing its experience, seeking for its
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purification from sin, bearing it unto repentance. He knew, by this f
time. that this act must be the beginning of a public ministry that 4
would end at some Calvary, since He had felt the experience of
brotherhood unto all men, by realizing in His own Sonship the Father- §
hood of the Universal Love. He had reread the prophecies con- §
cerning the Messiah, and whether He had fully accepted Himself as
the Messiah or not, ITe saw that His baptism was an act like other }
acts in His short life, running straight in opposition to the conceptions §
Ui of Messiah held by the Rabbis. FHe had just 1
; . been called <‘The 4
Lamb of God” §
and accepted the §
designationwhich '
foretold suffering. §
The Lamb must §
besacrificed some §

day. 4
There 1s no .A
phrase in the lit- §
erature of religion §

A QUIET POOL 'N THE RIVER JORDAN

more truly descriptive of what moral genius does
for humanity at large, when some hour of conse-
cration opens the harvest-seed of the past into the growing sprout §
of the future, than this, “.dud the heavens were opened.”— Matt. :
i77 16. These heavens were opencd here, not only above Jesus, but i
above the ordinary humanity that now thronged about Him. ]esus’v
<o became the Christ of Man, as well as the Christ of God, at§
" this moment, that He stands here as the tvpical humanity. realizing ]
that He has a divine destiny to fulfill, a Father’s business to do, 7
and that it is ready to bow to any rite which will help to make %
its carecr sacred. Let the old and the vanishing say ever so truth- ;
fully: 1 have nced to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to &
me? ——.1att. i, 14.—still the divinest power which never breaks

with the spirit of the past. or disconnects itself with the eternity }
circulating through past, present, and future, must say: +“Suffer §

it now. for thus it becometh zs to fulfill all righteousness.”—Matt.
iii, 15 Now” is the name of the crest on the wave of time by §
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which we sce how high the transparent age has risen, and what is
the strength of the eternal tide beneath. It will be lost next moment
in Forever. These opened heavens arc not different from the ““opened
heavens” which were seen after the revelation of the possibilities of
manhood in Jesus had furnished a vision unto the soul of Stephen,
the Martyr, when he “looked up steadfastly into heaven and saw
the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and
said, Behold, T see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing
on the right hand of God."—Acts vii, 55, 56. These *opened heavens ™
arce indecd the realm usually called the ideal, but they comprise the
kingcdom of the only real and the only universal.  Man's life is from
above downward; his help is from God. Sinless humanity had con-
secrated itself, and was consecrated by John, in the baptism of Jesus.
[t would have been strange, if, over the head of man, hitched fast to
earth’'s realism, there had not opened the vast territory of the invis-
ible and the ideal. Men must see into the great unseen, at such
times.  In that realm, every Stephen sces that Jesus i1s standing at
the right hand of God,—that is, His power is Divine power and God
depends on Him. It is an inevitable vision to every Stephen. Out
of that unseen dwelling-place of the realities, by whose down-coming
power we live, there comes even yet, whenever Jesus is permitted in
His church to be consecrated as **The Lamb of God,” and to in-
augurate a new relation of man with God, the utterance of heaven:
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,”—Aatt 777,
17.—and men who have ears to hear, do hear and understand.
Once more; baptism, i1 which rite He filled full a consccrating
observance, could never be the same any more. He had filled it s0
full that it was a larger thing evermore. Jesus has hitherto been
spoken of in this connection as the Sinless One. The Angel of the
Annunciation, however, had spoken of Him to Mary as ‘“That FHoly
Thing that shall be born of thee.”"—Zuke 7, 35. He was yet to be
spoken of as < The //o/y Child Jesus,” and the apostles, long years
aft(‘:-r, were to see wonderful things done ‘‘in the name of the /Zoly
Child Jesus."—Acts é0, 30. The sinlessness of Jesuswas the result of His
foliness. Sinlessness alone is negative; holiness is positive. Sinlessness
means that all weeds have been kept from growing on the soil; holiness
means that fair and wholesome grain has germinated and grown up,
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occupying and exhausting the soil itself so completely that no weeds j
can grow. Jesus had come to a baptism which was the symbol of }

a purification whose highest result was only sinlessness, but holiness.

He had brought to that baptism a Holy personality Who obtained }
His holiness through communion with His Father. The whole secret }
with Jesus’ divine genius and its power lay in the fact that He lived 1
His life as the Son of the Holy God. Here again was the flash of |

His omnipresent idea—the Divine Fatherhood and His Divine Sonship.

It had doubtless come to be so strong and lofty, because it had

passed through many trials. He had been often tempted. Yet here,

in the midst of these unique and glorious experiences, shared partly
by the excited multitude about Him; with John, whom they would |
call Christ, insistently pointing him out as the Christ, Jesus saw be- §

fore Him a greater crisis than He had ever experienced.

Can what He has already realized from His actual Sonship unto |
the Divine Father, endure? There is no escape from the necessity |
of answering this question, ere another step is taken. He who is to |
lead men to a manhood God-like,—*‘the Captain of ‘their salvation, §
must be made perfect through suffering.” He must know the bap- §

tism of fire before He can baptize His brethren. Where shall He

find out about this? Let Him go to the wilderness and inquire in 4
its desolate solitudes! He can not escape trial even there, The Son }
of God, just because He is God's Son, must be tempted of the devil.
“Immediately,” says Mark, ‘“the Spirit drivetk Him into the wil- §
derness.”—Mark 7, 12. Let every man remember that masterful men, }
like their master, are not devil-driven, but Spirit-driven, ‘‘to be ’:
tempted,” not of the Spirit, but “‘of the devil.” The higher the .
destiny the more certainly do the forces of goodness lift Jesus up to }
a height which flings correspondingly vast shadows into the vale §
below. Luke says that “Jesus, being full of the Holy Ghost, returned §
from Jordan.”—Zuke 7v, 1. Nothing but the wilderness was before
Him; nothing but the assault of Satan awaited Him, for Jesus had |
claimed Himself as the Holy One of God, and evil now denied the 3

validity of the claim.

CHAPTER XVII
JESUS TEMPTED IN THE WILDERNESS

NOT even the Christ of God,—certainly not the Christ of Man, —
could fall, being already down. Jesus was now at a point of moral
enthusiasm, the loftiest He had ever known. His faculties were all
aglow and His powers eager for achievement. ¢ 7/en,”—Maltt. iv, 1,—
7 as Matthew tells us,
- He was led to the trial
! of His rank and qual-
ity. Then and only
' then, He approached
] theempire
of contest-
ing possi-
bilities.
Satanic
power has
no interest
in those
whose ex-
treme mor-
al loftiness
it is quick

MOUNT OF TEMPTATION.

does not offend it;
to ensnare the goodness
whose presence - 8 revealsim-
mortal features. The ethical consciousness of humanity will always
read the account of the way Jesus trod, intellectually and spiritually,
to the unique temptation. Itis so imperial in its threefold magnitude
of trial as to be called 7%ke Zemptation of Jesus. No eye which has

been trained by those experiences that make for holiness on earth,
151 '
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will Jook upon Jesus with aught but fraternal sympathy, when we
are told that He was ‘‘led #p of the Spirit into the wilderness, to
be tempted of the devil.” No man is ever tempted until he is led
up.  There must be a height to fall from. else the otherwise dramatic
incident is closed, ere it begins. Jesus is described by Luke as *full
of the Holy Ghost."—ZLuke 7o, 1. Only when He has begun to
realize His moral position amidst the things of time, and to illustrate
the possibility of man’s receiving God, on the one side, and the pos-
sibility of God's entering into man, on the other hand, can Christ
be so led #p as to be tempted of the devil.

The situation now is to be carefully considered. The obscure
townsman of Nazarcth has been living upon the fact that God 1s
His Father. Those around Him do not know that, through this
fact, and in no other way, He has come to be a sinless and obedi-
ent Son, and that this has made Him to feel the fact of human
brotherhood so truly that He deems Himself the Messiah of Mankind.
He has come upon the idea of Divine Messiahship fundamentally.
Others have missed reaching His level and their idea of Messiahship
has been that it is human only. Had He said a word in rebuke of
John, the Baptist, when John pointed Him out as the Lamb of God,
there might yet be some question about His own opinion of His
rank, even though mysterious events have occurred, and when the
dove lighted upon His forehead, He felt the footfalls of an immeas-
urable destiny. He could not resist, at the Jordan, the conviction
that He was The Anointed One. He hurried to the wilderness
to examine His credentials. The crowd was likely to confuse every-
thing. e alone kept in mind the title His heart was repeating:

" Son of Man.” They were not the credentials which the Rabbis ",

- expected to be furnished to the Messiah when He came. They are, first,

a profound faith in the Fatherhood of God, so profound, indeed, that

Jesus believes that the Father's true Son will be the *Lamb of God
bearing the sin of the world:” and second, the feeling, in which all
His own previous presentiments have their ripening, that He Himself
/s the Lamb of God. He is about to take to Himself, not the name,
“The Son of God,” but the name, *‘7ke Son of Man,"—so deeply
has He realized His divine Sonship unto the Universal Father. To
Him it means human brotherhood in Him. The faith of Jesus in
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God as Father had lifted the race up into Him, and given to humanity
. divine destiny. Goodness is not proof against the attack of evil.
(Goodness must be demonstrated as /Zoliness, if it shall win.

Into the wilderness, with the wild beasts, Jesus went, not doubt-
ful, as would have been some other man who, with the best of
intentions and with a great experience with God, had, neverthe-
loss, missed the greatest experience and was therefore content to be
a Messiah who would lead only a political insurrection against Rome.
The roots of His Messiahship had struck deeper than all this; but
they were now to feel the stress of a tempest. There could be but
one temptation serious enough for Jesus. Only one temptation could
He deal with, so that, when it was met successfully, these roots of
His Messiahship would be stronger in their grasp upon the core of
things. This was the temptation to doubt His Father’s Fatherhood.
The idea that He might be the Messiah had set this or that other
Galilean crazy, and a similar illusion had driven this or that Judean
to madness. But it was not insanity that Jesus had to fear. Since
John had spoken, He was the person now that the crowd might make
its hero, and he might be led to adopt some such superficial and
dazzling view as these other enthusiasts had adopted as to the true
relation of the Messiah to His God.

Let any believers adhere to the idea that the tempter of Jesus
was an external bodily shape, if they must; but, in so far as they
are possible unto us, let us not miss the understanding of and
the acquaintance with those inner processes by which Jesus was led,
through this temptation, into a victory, not only for Himself, but for
the humanity whose Head He became, whose Messiah He was prov-
ing Himself to be. It is useless to argue over the question as to
whether a sinless being can be tempted, for He was more than a
sinless being; He was a /%oly being, in the human sense. This temp-
tation of the young Rabbi, Jesus, came from without, not from
within. His holiness would not be holy enough for carth, if He could
not fall, and if He could not rise, by the experience of temptation.
The value of this event unto us lies in these things: ‘‘He was
tempted like as we are,” and ‘‘He was tempted, yet He was with-
out sin.”—/Z¢b. 7o, 15. He met it as a man, sure only of His divine
pedigree and relying upon its truth. ‘God is My Father,”—this is
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His only support. ‘I will draw upon the deepest meanings ot My
Father’'s Fatherhood "—this was His wisdom. He forbade Himself
any extraordinary use of His divine resources. He met the foe of
humanity, as a man must meet him. ‘‘He emptied Himself.” He was
most divine in becoming most human. He had left the inspiring
companionship of John, and the quick admiration of the wondering throng
at Jordan, and from that perilous excitement He was glad to have
escaped. He was now with the prowling beasts in the wilderness. It
was a safer place in which to test new experiences in the fire of thought.
Another Moses, standing on the verge of the announcement of a new
code of morality, He was fasting. There was a vast contrast be-
tween them. The first Moses received the Law, and it was a series
of prohibitions. It was written on tables of stone and received amidst
the manifested glories of Jehovah. This new Legislator and Recip-

ient of divine legislation was receiving His Law. It was the Law

of Love’s inspiration. It was written in His own loyal will and heart.
It was received in the presence of Satan. As has been suggested
by Edersheim, Moses
came forth after his
forty days’ fast to
meet the problem of
Israel’'s sin, and to
cast the Tables of
the Law of Sinai
from him, in indig-
nation; Jesus was to
come forth, joyous in
the absolute confi-
dence that His Law
of Love would rule
the world.

We may not as-
cend with Him into
that uninhabited re-
gion stretching to the

so near that He may

SCAPE-GOAT.

1

North, until it comes }
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catch a sight of the towers of Jerusalem, and so far to the South
that it approaches Beersheba—the desert into which the scape-goat
was usually carried by the Jews on the Day of Expiation. There
Jesus now found Himself.

+« With dark shades and rocks environ’d round.™

We cannot walk with Him on the arid and stony ground, and shiver
near the dark waters, or stand silent before the naked precipices;
but we can understand something of His condition when we are told
that, through the forty days’ afterglow of that splendor at the river’s
Lrink, **He did eat nothing,” and that afterwards  He hungered.”
—Luke 7o, 3. This comes close to our human life. Utter desolation
could not feed Him. The solitude produced no bread. Over against
thie rich suggestions which His poetic insight must have discovered,
cven in the bleak miles around Him, was the urgent and concrete
fact—hunger of the body.—Zwuke o, 1. The Son of God was, also,
the famished carpenter. His revelation had not dazzled Him ‘into
blindness as to His human need. A soul fully occupied by God,
His body vacant and with doors open for an infernal visitation,—
this was Jesus. The Messiah was to be assaulted through the Naz-
arene peasant. The devil could climb up into the radiant and
radiating dome of the tower of His being, only by entering and passing
slyly up through the dark and vacant stairways beneath it. So the
first trial of the three trials which constitute Z%e 7emptation, appeals
to the senses, although its aim was a spiritual overthrow. :

Emptied of physical power by hunger, Jesus was trying to feed
Himself upon the fact that He was “‘74e Son of God.” Adam, ‘“the
Son of God —and this is the designation of the evangelist Luke—
had lost all in the act of eating, forgetting and even distrusting God’s
IYatherhood. Here was ‘‘the second Adam” famishing in His Father’s
world, but regaining all. Satan saw the opening, and he said: “If
Thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made
bread.”—Luke 72, 3. Never was logic so brillhantly imitated ; never
was an insulting hypothesis so craftily intimated. Was it a sneer or
a winsome persuasion? Satan hints that his own doubt about Jesus
being God's Son mzay be swept away, and still he would insert into
the consciousness of Jesus the possibility, perhaps the probability,
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that He may Dbe wrong in His estimate of Himself. Other Jews
have been; why not He?> Zf 7how be the Son of God, —it is
evil incarnate pretending to be capable of being convinced of the
sovereignty of goodness. Yet the matter is so put. that Satan may
be suggesting to the tempted One that, as others doubtless have,
so He may be out of balance, from having adopted the same charm-
ing and disastrous illusion which has driven kindly enthusiasts into
frenzy. Evil never shows its genius so strongly, as in the demon-
strations of its ability to take the garments of piety and to bedeck
itself with them. There was precedent for miraculous feeding of
God’s chosen ones.  Had not the whole Hebrew nation been fed
when it hungered in the wilderness?  Did not God see to it that the
widow’s cruse of oil failed not and that her barrel of meal wasted not, for

Elijah?  Was a faulty human being, such as Moses or Eljah, to re-

ceive honors and attentions from God, which were now to be denied’

to the hungry Son of God? WWas divine power uscless, and if so,
was it not contemptible? Could there be a starving Messiah?

Men are tempted, not on the side of their weakness, but on the
side of their power. Weakness is but the shadow of power. The
poet is tempted to reign only and always in his fancy; the orator,
to be too eloquent; the captain, to fight too often; the man who caz, to
do; the omnipotent hand, to create all its food alone. Satan is always
saying to the highest sort of man: * Thou canst. if thou wilt"—and
the primeval liar speaks the truth. Onlyv Christ in the wilderness,
only Christ in the Christian, may resist the temptation of power.

The art of the masters has left some of the greatest of can-
vases as offerings laid at the feet of the tempted Jesus. None of
them have surpassed the picture of Tintoretto at Venice, which
Ruskin and Symonds saw only through dust and mildew, but which
such minds remember as one of the most encrgetic representations
ever made of this scene. Tintoretto’s Satan is the Satan of The
Temptation of Jesus,——a fallen angel, doubtless, but he gives evidence
yet that he was celestially created. He is vital, intellectual, splendid,
and almost supreme. It is a picture full of spiritual truthfulness.

Jesus is broken and drooping, although the moral glory of the
Son of Man trembles forth in a soft radiance. Before this tired and
fainting form. out of which everything humanly forceful and muscu-
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larly resistful has ebbed away, stands the virile, passionate, sinistey
cmbodiment of voluptuous and Satanic energy, his earthly power of
cnchantment contrasting with the piteous loveliness of yonder fam-
ished face, his imperious derision flashing with mock heroicg upon
the lone and quivering Christ, his gold-circleted arm showing its
fullness and force against a gorgeous wing, as he demands of the
haggard Galilean:  Jf Thou be the Son of God, command that these
clones be made bread.” No other artist has made the face of nature
<o forbiddingly drear and the majestically luminous sk}‘, behi'nd the
richly draped Satan and the unadorned Jesus, so palp}tant with the
infinite.  The multitudinous stones around fairly wait to hear the
word: Be bread!” No one has so contrasted the aim of Satan
olittering in his snake-like eyes, with the aim of ]esus.still divi}ldy
visible upon that wan face. It is not the picture which a Milton
might have made, for he wrote the lines:

¢« Infernal hosts and hellish furies round

Environed Thee. Some howled, some yelled, some shrieked,

Some bent at Thee their fiery darts, while Thou

Sati’st unappalled in calm and sinless peace.”
Milton is not so true or so profound as Tintoretto; for tempters
never howl; they charm.  Satan is not horrible, or disgusting, to any
hut Christ's eyes; he is fascinating and superb. He is well-fed, and
his lithe and sinewy form, graceful with ripples of vitality that flow
into one another, as do the rings of a sleck serpent, prove how good
bread is and what good bread may do. He is the embodiment' of the
delicious gospel that says: Use your power; enjoy life; avoid suf-
fering, if vou are divine!” The painting is faithful. Jesus was then
waking such a divine use of His divinity that He fostcred.lt apd
kept it for the later day when He should triumph over this voice
ngain.  Then would Jesus say: * Thinkest thou that I cannot now
pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve
legions of angels?'—Matt. vavi, 53.  And, later on, even on Calvary,
He would be giving His life while He put aside the coarse Satanic
plea: - Save thyself and us!"—ZLuke xxiii, 39.

To any, who, at that moment, had depended upon other than

the resources of Jesus, this appeal of the tempter would have come
with such triumphant persuasiveness as to have extracted an answer,
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in word or act, which would have satisfied present hunger and Sa-
tanic desire. There was only one answer that Jesus might make.
If, as a thinker, He had vacated His right to leave His destinies in
the hands of God, as His Father, He would have destroyed the one

working conception of His Messiahship which made Him the Christ =

of God and the Christ of Man. How then did Jesus answer Satan?
He reached up into the idea that He was God’s Son. He lived in
the consciousness that divine faculties and divine wants were His,
that these hungers of His nature were fundamental, central, and in-
clusive, and that humanity, whose Head He was because of the fact
that God had made Him Son nto Himself, and therefore the life
of God was within Him, must not, because it could not, depend upon
the food of earth. He remembered a word of the past which per-
haps only feebly expressed His own fresh and strong idea of the
essential childhood of man unto God. He would use it now. He
said: It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."—Matt. iv, 4. The
air seemed to quiver with the Satanic question which is always re-
peating itself: ‘“Why shall not man live by bread alone?” The
answer was in Jesus Himself, who was the revelation of man as cer-
tainly as He was the revelation of God, and it was illumining the
pathway of the tempted One. It was this: ‘‘Because man is not

God’s manufactured thing, but God's child; and he so inherits God’s |

nature that God must feed him with God's own word.” Jesus did
not deny the usefulness of bread; He denied only its supremacy.
The strife for bread has laid the mud-sill of civilization; the heroic
willingness to do without bread has reared upon it the palace of
the soul.

If the devil had already hinted to Jesus that Moses and the
children of Israel had been miraculously fed with manna in the wil-
derness and that God's Son ought to fare no worse than they, Jesus
had now answered it by quoting from Moses these great words. This
foregleam of truth concerning the Fatherhood of God, of which Moses
was the prophet, was now traced back to its source; and just as its
early and timorous light had made Moses commandingly strong, so
now its full splendor in the heart of Jesus made Him victorious
over the Prince of Evil;—so victorious, indeed, did it make Him,

jo. The entire life of Jesus
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that by and by, when He had
the destiny of the world fully
on His shoulders, He could
hear without a tremor the
voice of the same tempter
jcering beneath His cross, n
(he same words: *If thoun art
the Son of God, come down
from the cross.”—Matt. xxvit,

was the growing develop-
ment, within Himself, of
His early faith in the Fath- ,
erhood of His Father God. This faith THE SOURCE OF THE JORDAN.

of Jesus constituted Him the Messiah and led' Him to the cross, by
way of the tomb of Joseph and Olivet; and it led Him to the mo-
ment of His ascension when He went home to His Fe%ther and His
God. His life was beset, from the beginning to end, V\"lth one temp-
tation only. It came in various forms. It was tk}lS,———to take a
superficial view of His Father’s Fatherhood. The first Adam had
lost all, by selfishness which Jesus soon saw was th@ core ~of sin; the
second Adam had regained all by self-sacrifice whlch is the core of
holiness. The first Adam passed out of the spirit 1nt<‘).the Senses;
the second Adam passed out of the senses into the spirit. He had
inaugurated, in Himself, first, the kingdom of the unseen. _Thl%s onl'y
could He rule, unto the end. He conquered; and His faith in H1§
Father's Fatherhood deepened and heightened to the very last, until
on Calvary it broadened down into such a sense of human bro‘th‘er—
hood that He said of His human brethren who were there k}’lhng
Him: ¢ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. It
went still further and showed itself in the form of brotherhood, after
the tomb of Joseph had witnessed that the Son of His Father, God,
could not be holden of death, and He told Mary: ‘Go to My
brethren and say unto them, I ascend unto My Father, an.d your
Father.”— John xx, 17. Thus far this valorously defended idea of
God’s Fatherhood unto man and man’s childhood unto God was to
lead in the enterprises and achievements of Jesus. How far the
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victory in this first trial of the Temptation went toward energizing
His true Messiahship, and preparing it for the greatest of its future
triumphs, may be seen in this,—He was tottering with hunger; a set
of necessities which came out of His bodily constitution clamored for
food; He actually confronted death. He said, practically: ‘‘Man
can live without bread; man is not a physical being living on physi-
cal materials, but a spirit-child of the Eternal Spirit; it is not nec-
essary for Me that My body should even live, and I can live only
on the word of My Father.” At that moment, Jesus had conquered
death, intellectually and spiritually. Calvary would come, by and by,
and break His heart, but the unpierced hands even then had ‘‘the
keys of death.” Jesus had done the supremely needful thing for
human progress. No nation has ever reached greatness which has
not refused to agree that the power and willingness to make bread
are the chief glory of government. Physical comfort has to go down
before moral enthusiasm. ere the bodies of men are truly cared
for.  The idea that if men are well fed they are to be contented
is Satanic still; and two blades of wheat where one has hitherto
grown is not so much a proof that the golden day is here, as is one
blade of wheat unfolding its spiritual treasure to a man delivered
from the tyranny of the senses. Holiness is the only true basis for

prosperity.

LS

CHAPTER XVIII
THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS—CONTINUED.

THE first trial of the temptation had come and gone, and Jesus
was more than ever, now, the Head of a new kingdom. He had met
the proposition: ‘‘Bread is indispensable,” with the proposition: <God
alone is indispensable to His child, man.” He had led the race
back, from bread, into the heart of the Creator of bread. He had
furnished a solution,——the onfy solution for the bread question. It
is no wonder that again He would be insisting on being known as

the «“Son of Man,”—that is,
Sou of Humanity., What if the
.Kiug of the kingdom which had
Just been proposed had begun
at that critical moment, to turn stones into bread? No new heavens
and no new earth would have ever come unto man -through Jesus;
life would have been uninspired from the higher consciousness of God’s
Fatherhood, and, instead of making man heroic and blessed, Jesus
" 101

THE WILDERNESS TO-DAY.
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would have made man a magician and an indolent eater of bread. -
Man would have gone on testing divinity according to its power and 1
willingness to make stupidity happy by supplying merely physical
needs. Jesus did not come to lead man down into his lower life,
and to inflame the petulant necessity for happiness,—that would be
to emphasize the idea that man is only God's manufacture and physi- §
cal: He came, on the other hand, to lead man up into his higher §
nature and to show him that Calvary furnishes the symbol of divine §
manliness,—this is to emphasize the idea that man is God's child
and spiritual. Not what a man gets makes him rich, but /ow /e ]
gets it—the ability to do without it being a greater treasure still. _

In the first trial, Jesus won the day by depending utterly upon }
the Fatherhood of His Father, by refusing to degrade divinity into
satisfying His own immediate desires. It was a sacrifice of Himself. §
He was even then declining to found ‘‘a religion of signs;” He {
was refusing a “‘sign” even for Himself. It must ever be remem-
bered that the value of the Person of Jesus Christ, in His inﬁuence'
in the world, lies in the fact that He Himself experienced His ownj
religion and was equal to all its high demands. But the second}
trial is so managed by the tempter that Jesus, who has refused to]
take His life and its sustenance out of the hands of God, is urged tof
carry His own faith a little further, and, in an extraordinary act, to]
depend upon His Father's Fatherhood. ¢ If dependence is a goo
thing make the most of it "—this is the plea He hears. Yonder glowsg
the Temple, rising above terrace and garden and castle in the Holy}
City. It is the center of the world, in the thought of that nation tof
whom any Messiah must be most dear. It is the very place whichy
‘shrewd and brilliant diplomacy, or the manipulator of a great move-
ment which must carry the enthusiasm of the people, would select
for some unique act that would bind the hero to the affections of aj
populace and enthrone a victor in the inauguration and adoration of{
the nation. In what literal or symbolic sense these words are used, 3
we need not stop to discuss, but it is a fact repeatable ever more ing
Christian experience, that then,—yea, only then,— “the devil taketh]
Him into the Holy City, and set Him on the pinnacle of the Tem-
ple, and saith unto Hm, f Thou be the Son of God, cast Thysell 38
down, for it is written, ‘He shall give the angels charge concerning}

" Thou dash Thy foot against a stone.”"——/Walt. iv, 5, 6.
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Thee, and in their hands they shall bear Thee up, lest at any time
There 1s no
reason to suppose that these words need to be accepted more liter-
ally than Paul's words as to his having been ‘‘caught up to the
third heaven,” and other similar words. A more important fact it is,

that the temptation which offered itself to Jesus at this moment in
the development of His thought of Himself as Messiah, and in the
presence of all that the Temple in Jerusalem meant to Him and
His nation, was so subtly conceived, and so persuasively insinuated
by Satanic artifice, that only the truest and most deeply inspired
spirituality and faith could have resisted it.

_ Ambition to lead and to deliver
Isracl must have considered the fact that Isracl must be impressed.

//ow Israel was to be impressed, and w/ket/ier Israel's leader was to
lead, were questions answered variously, and according to each
thinker’s conception of the true Messiah and His mission. The an-
swer of Jesus must be in accord with His unique idea of the Messiah
as the representative of His Father—God. He was still drinking at
the fountain of His inspiration: < God is My Father, I am His well-

beloved Son, and God is pleased in Me.” DBut things had taken a
new aspect.  Would He still be God's Child? He had proven Him-

selt to be God's Child by His trust in God and His dependence

upon Him in the first trial. ““Trust Him still further,” said Satan.

“Depcnd upon Him with dramatic entirety,” whispered the tempter.

““Satan had indeed possessed himself now of the same sword with

which Jesus had just defeated him.”

Against the great gates of the Temple the sunlight poured its
splendor. Pinnacle after pinnacle caught the glory and burned in
the far-flung morning tide. The sublime height of the Royal Porch
mvited Him. Thousands of Jews who had come up from all parts of
tbe world were talking over the national expectancy. Had the Mes-
siah been born? Many of these pilgrims had recently been baptized
by John and were of those who had just left the banks of Jordan
where John had gathered the nation and baptized Jesus, where the
heavens were opened and they had heard the voice of approbation
above the Galilean carpenter. Some of them were ready to believe.
Was it not the hour for vindication and the one valuable opportunity

Jesus was divinely ambitious.
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for Him to trust God, even daringly? If He were to cast Him-
self off from yonder golden spire of the Temple, surely divine wings
holding Him up would create a new breath of faith for men. Was
not this to be desired,—to reach the goal in one scenic event, to
save Israel's faith, and to reinspire His own faith in Himself? The
King was surveying two kingdoms. One was the kingdom of this
world; the other was the kingdom of God's universe, inclusive of
earth and heaven, Which kingdom would be His? Was He think-
ing that the one could be entered only by presumption, and that He
was alrcadv enthroned in the other, by the fact that, even with

extraordinary powers, He had been obedient thus far to all accepted
law, the law of nature as well as the law of Sinai? By and by §
natural laws were to be apparently abrogated by Him. Why not §
now? Or did He have a vision of the fact that even the laws of }
nature were to be broken divinely, only because Ife would fulfill §
them,—that is, **#// full” them with Himself and thus enlarge them §
until they were lost in greater and all-inclusive laws? Or was He §
afraid to throw Himself upon the air, lest it might yield, and all §
His divine and humane designs perish with Him? Then it was that §
Satan clothed himself so sacredly with a scriptural text, that only
divine eyes could have seen his sinuous craft making it all a lie; and §
the devil repeated the old promise of Israel: ‘‘He shall give His 4
angels charge concerning Thee, and in their hands they shall bear 3
Thee up, lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot against a stone.” 1
“Thou art soon to break up man’s sense-bound universe, by reveal-
ing the unseen!” Satan scems to say, * Do it now and so publicly }
as to save time, struggle and long agonies!” .
' Jesus was the invisible King of an invisible kingdom. He could $
not begin the conquest of that kingdom over the hearts of men, by |
further vulgarizing the already too theatrical passion of mankind. §
He would trust God so deeply as to rely upon the appeal of the 4
invisible and spiritual, entirely. He would not make the unsecn Ji
seen. He knew He could not save men to communion with His in- §
visible Father, except by wooing them through the triumph of His §
invisible and perfect Sonship unto God. He saw further than this. §
He perceived that this would be to furnish a false idea to the race §§
of men. They would become imitators of an external magic. Most §
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of all, He saw how irreverent and presumptuous it all 'would be as

related to His heavenly Father. He would therefore answer that

which was neither the first nor the last of misquoted texts, by the quo-
tation of another text in its proper sense. And He turned upon
Satan and said: <It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the
Lord thy God."—AMatt. 7o, 7.

“Again.”  Jesus here teaches us, among other things, this—how
to use our Bible. No one text and no one set of texts may be con-
sidered representative, still less are they to be thought to be exhaus-
tive of the scriptures. Satan can quote scripture; only Christ can
compare scripture with scripture, and quote it with justness. And it
is Christ in the Christian that enables the Christian to find the true
meaning of the Bible. Only an inspired man can intelligently read
and use the inspired words. The quotation of Jesus, <“Thou shalt
not tempt the Lord, thy God,” with which He met the cunning of
Satan, is a command which came to Israel, long before, when, in
the journey through the wilderness, they came to Rephidim, where
“‘there was no water for the people to drink.”—ANumz. xxxis?, 14.
The angry people crowded to Moses and demanded water. His
answer to them was: ¢ \Why chide ve with me ? \Vherefore do ye
tewipt the Lord ?"—Zxodus xvii;2. The command came to them later:
“Thou shalt not tempt the Lord, thy God, as ye tempted Him in
Massah."—Deut. v7, 16. The difference in the two cases wzls"super-
ficial: their likeness was radical. Unbelief was at the bottom of the
action of the Israelites, and unbelief would lie at the bottom of the action
of Jesus, if He were to follow the suggestion of Satan. Yet it was Satan’s
effort to have Jesus think that such action involved an earnest belief.
Jesus saw that trust in any of the laws of God is trust in God Himself,
and that to enter upon a course of conduct which selfishly denies
the sacredness of these laws, is to distrust God. To dare upon the
persuasion of the infiniteness of Love’s power, is to profane it.
“God,” says Saint Augustine, ‘*has promised forgiveness to those
}\;ho repent, but He has not promised repentance to those who sin.”
I'o have thrown Himself down, without the command of God coming
Ehrough necessity, and to have counted on God’s power to save Him
from bodily harm, would have been sinful. It would have been to
have thrown Himself awayv from His idea of Messiahship, whose
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central current was love and loyalty unto God, the Father. It would
have been to have listened to vanity and to have countenanced presump-
tion, to have courted a peril where there*was no duty, to have created a
danger in order to have obtained a spectacular deliverance from it, to
have distrusted God’s ability to take care of the divine destinies
of His Child as God Himself had provided. This it was that Jesus
meant to teach when he said: ‘Thou shalt not Zempt the Lord thy
God, "—Matt. v, 7,—thou shalt not make an experiment of the divine
Fatherhood. The true proving of God is to obey His laws; the true
dependence upon God is confidence that God will lead from duty
to duty, and thus from destiny to destiny. Satan had failed again.

Still the forces of evil cannot give Him up. It is too evident
to Satan that his realm is threatened, and will be lost, if this Man,
to whom God now seems constantly saying: ‘‘This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased,”—AMatt. 7iZ, 17.—is not persuaded
somehow to abandon the moral divineness which is His. Tempta-
tion after baptism,—trial after vision,—this succession of facts casts

no reflection on anyone’s recent Christian experience when that order .

of events is repeated in one’s life. It is rather a tribute to- one’s

virtue; it is a testimony given by the undivine that the divine is §8
with us and is in opposition perilous to the Satanic; that the ground is |
worth contending for. ““Count it all joy,” says James, ‘‘when ye fall j
into divers temptations.”— James 7, 2. It is proof that we have first §

risen to some height from which it is worth while for evil to dislodge us.

The third trial was the last charge in this Temptation of the .
Master; and it was even more subtly and carefully planned and executed

than either of those preceding it. It was born of Satanic despair,

and developed in the presence of the divineness of Christ. The ap- §
peals of Satan had risen, step by step, until this last one was urged ~‘

upon Christ’s noblest faculties and upon His loftiest aims.
Jesus had entertained the dream of universal sovereignty. His idea
of Messiahship had compelled this. He was brother to all men by vir-

tue of His faith in universal Fatherhood, and He would deliver the 3
world. But it was a world of men,—low-browed, proud, mistaken, ig- 1
norant, and yet divinely created men. How shall He get hold of them §
in such a way as to win their hearts unto Him and then lift them to the 4
point where He can organize and equip them under His kingly authority ? ', '
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There is a height, physical, mental, or moral, from which the
man Jesus looks out over the kingdoms of the world and seces the
glory of them. Other men have climbed up a little way toward the
summit and seen much; He climbed to the top of it and saw all.
Somchow, without parting from His vision of the truer glory of the
kingdom of God, Jesus has been led thither. Satan has his new
opportunity. Just as the second trial in the Temptation was put be-
fore Jesus on the very ground upon which Jesus had become victorious
in the first,—namely, His trust in God; so the third trial in the
Temptation is put upon the ground upon which Jesus was victorious
in the second; and this ground was His determination to trust the
Jaws closest to Him and to honor them in obeying His Father.
Satan always grasped the sword instantly which Jesus had used in
vanquishing him. What law could be closer to a man looking toward
universal dominion, than the law which everybody then accepted as
the one rule of action governing crowned heads and rulers of states?

“The end justifies the means,"—this was one of its precepts. ‘‘Ac-
cept the best you can get, and what you want will come, "—this was
one of its maxims: “Be of the world, in order to help the world,”"—

this was one of its wise conceits.

It was Satan’s hour to confess Jesus as Messiah, but he did that
only in order to make Him Satan’s kind of Messiah. He pointed out
the immense realm of earthly sovereignties. He knew what set of forces
held them clustered under one sky. He rose to the occasion, and he said:
v TFall down and worship me, and all these things will T give Thee.”—
Alatl. v, 9. Satan was sure of his ground, and he promised nothing
which he might not have fulfilled, when he said: **To Thee will T give
all the authority and the glory of them.”—Zuke 70, 6. He did not
overestimate his power in the world, when he added: ¢ For it hath been
delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will, I give it.” Jesus knew
that the world was waiting for its true king. It was the hour when,
only a little compromise with evil to make Him popular, only a slight
homage to wrong in elegant circumstances, only a trifling obeisance to
current theories,—and it would all have been accomplished and the
goal reached. The dream glittered and shone. Jesus could have com-
manded the fanaticism of Palestine, organized about Him the dis-
Contented dependencies of Rome, marched against the decaying
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empire, overwhelmed the world’s capital, and reigned over all. Satan
had presented this, without making a misrepresentation either of the
power of Jesus at that moment or of his own ability to fulfill his
part of the contract. He was actually ‘“The Prince of #kés world.”
He had compromised in the hope of meeting a compromise. Would
not Jesus bend a little—as men do, worshipfully adopting baser means
to gain their ends? Satan did not even ask Jesus to forsake the goal
which He had before Him. He did not, in this third trial, suggest
a doubt as to the divine Sonship of Jesus unto God. The only aim
of Satan was to get Jesus to abandon His method.

Method is more than goal. The way in which a thing is done
is of more importance than the thing done. Sovereignty which may
be kept permanently is always won divinely. Satanic indeed is the

idea that ‘‘nothing succeeds like success.” A noble failure, by way |

of God-like methods, is grander than a gorgeous success by methods

base and low. Jesus would have disinherited Himself from God's 1
Fatherhood and His communion, if He had bent the knee in ever
so small a reverence to anything but that idea of His life which made }
all His work a continuing of God’s work in the world. At His }
baptism the fact of His Sonship was announced clearly in the words 3
from heaven: ‘‘Thou art My Beloved Son.”—Mark 7, 2. Jesus j
had just demonstrated its reality. ‘‘My Father worketh hitherto,
and I work,"—this was to be the word eternally descriptive of His }
relations to God in the work of redeeming the world. Filled again §
with His ideal of the true Messiah as One whose supreme loyalty %
was unto God His Father, He said: ‘‘Get thee hence, Satan! 4
For it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him

only shalt thou serve."—WWatt. 7v, 10. :
The long siege of evil directed against good had failed. Not

an inch had been won from Jesus; He had won Himself. Satan ;
was soon gone, and angels came and ministered unto Messiah. Satan’ §
was gone?-—VYes; but only ‘‘for a season,” as we are told, for the- =
whole life of Jesus was to be a battle, and not a dream,—it was a

battle for a dream. Jesus had won new victories for the Christ.

But He was nearer unto Calvary. Three times now had Jesus put self:
out of His way, in loyalty unto His Father. Verily, the cross is not far 3
off, and, on that symbol of shame, He will give Himself up entirely!

CHAPTER XIX

THE RETURN FROM THE WILDERNESS

THE Temptation had made more clear unto Jesus the meaning
of the Baptism. Power realizes itself only in strain. He returned
from the desert unto Bathabara, probably thinking to stop but a little
time in Judea and then to go on homeward to Galilee. It is an
our in His life when His face must bear marks of His soul's history;
and the biographers of the Galilean are right in supposing that every
reader is interested in knowing all that is dis-
coverable or probably true concerning the
personal appearance of Jesus at any time,
especially at this timé.

It is best to admit that we have
nothing at all to indicate how Jesus
looked. Faith, fortunately, has not
been robbed of her fairest realm, for
what we have to help us toward a
most worthy portrait of Jesus at any
age is not much. The Jews them-
selves regarded the whole business of
image-making as idolatrous. ~Greek art,
with its splendid achievement in statuary,
was regarded as only an indubitable symp-
tom of the disease of heathenism. To the
more orthodox of the Hebrews, the accomplished marvel of Hellenic
genius was but the rose of the cancer. Israel would not follow the
pagan even so far as might lead to the creation of a personal mem-
ory in portraiture. But a picture of Jesus wrought itself in the mind
of Christendom, nevertheless. So far as creating for its own con-

sciousness a representation of the Lord as a man of grace, dignity and
169
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beauty, such as Apollo, early Hebrew Christianity remembered the
words of Isaiah and so wrought into its image the recollection of the
sorrows of the Messiah. Then came the trials of His church and these
added their gloom until His face was indeed ‘‘so marred more than any

man and His form more than the sons of men. —Zsaial lii, 14. He

appeared to the imagination of the first century of our era as the In-
carnate suffering God, and men yet were saying of the holy memory:
““Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel and thy garment like his
that treadeth in the winevat?'—Zsaiak lviiz, 2.

But as Christianity triumphed, Jesus rose to His throne of beauty.
Gradually out of all this abasement of Christian ideality there came
up a figure and face of grandeur and loveliness. The moral beauty
of Jesus soon redeemed the physical image which a falsely based
pietism made almost repulsive. Against the words of Justin Martyr
which made the appearance of Jesus unattractive and even mean,
was the utterance of Jerome: ‘Certainly a flame of fire and starry
brightness flashed from His eye and the majesty of the Godhead
shone in His face.” Tertulian and Clement of Alexandria had almost
equaled Origen, who described Him as ‘‘small and deformed;” but
soon there came into existence a series of representations of Jesus,
which were carved upon gems or limned upon fine wood, or wrought
into statucs; and these made His features noble and His look divine.
A portrait which, it was said, Pilate hinself had required, gave a
distinct tendency to the effort to reproduce the features of the Son
of Man, and Eusebius, the historian, arguing from a statue seen at
Cesarea Phillipi, helped to create m the mind of Christendom a
picture to which Gregory of Nyssa and Chrysostom added graceful

lines and rich colors, by their eloquent descriptions. Augustine went . §

so far as to say: ‘*He was beautiful in His mother’s bosom, beau-
tiful in the arms of His parents, beautiful on the cross, and beautiful

in the sepulchre.” ‘The legend that Saint Veronica, standing near - §

the path on which Jesus made His way to Calvary, gave to Him
her unwound turban-cloth, that He might wipe His face, which was
covered with blood byv reason of the crown of thorns on His fore-
head, soon took its place in art, in the form of a likeness said to
have been left upon the cloth itself. This was only one of the legends
which has preserved something of the form and face of Jesus as He
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was conceived in the early centuries and the medieval time. A kind
of art and an exhaustive literature has sprung up upon this topic,
and out of it all there has come a figure and a countenance which
have been described most interestingly in the two sketches which are
likely to cofltinue to guide the devout imagination of mankind. The
first of these is by the historian Nicephorus, a Constantinopolitan
monk of the fourteenth century. He says: 1 shall describe the
appearance of our Lord, as handed down to us from antiquity. H.e
was very beautiful. His height was not less than seven spans. His
hair was bright auburn, and not too thick, and was inclined to wave
in soft curls. His eyebrows were black and arched, and His eyes
scemed to shed from them a gentle golden light. They were very
beautiful. His nose was prominent; His beard lovely but not very
long. He wore Ilis hair, on the contrary, very long, where no scis-
rors had ever touched it, nor any human hand, except that of His
mother when she played with it in His childhood. e stooped a
little, but His body was well formed. His complexion was that of
the: ripe wheat, and His face like His mother’s, rather oval than
round, with only a little red in it, but through it there shone dignity,
intelligence of soul, gentleness, and a calmness of spirit never dis-
turbed.  Altogether e was very like His divine and immaculate
mother.”

Admitting that these picturcs of Jesus are only ideal, it is to be
said that their lines and colors must have come from some traditions
not altogether to be neglected, and it is still significant that the por-
trait of Christ which has been carried in the imagination of mankind
from the first and through all the middle ages, makes His body as
well as His soul glorious and beautiful. The translation of the well
known but probably spurious letter of Lentulus to the Roman Senate,
usually given, is as follows: “There has appeared and still lives, a
man of great virtue, called Jegus Christ, and, by His disciples, the
Son of God. He raises the dead and heals the sick. He is a man
tall in stature, noble in appearance, with a reverend countenance which
at once attracts and keeps at a distance those beholding it. His
hair is waving and curly; a little darker and of richer brightness
where it flows down from the shoulders. It is divided in the middle,
after the custom of the Nazarenes (or Nazarites). His brow is
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smooth and wondrously serene, and His features have no wrinkles,
nor any blemish, while a red glow makes His cheeks beautiful. His
nose and mouth are perfect. He has a full ruddy beard, the color
of His hair, not long, but divided in two. His eyes are bright, and
scem of different colors at different times. He is terrible in His
threatening; calm in His admonitions; loving and loved, and cheerful,
but with an abiding gravity. No one ever saw Him smile, but He
often weeps. His hands and limbs are perfect. He is gravely elo-
quent, retiring and modest, the fairest of the
sons of men,”
. If some of the profoundest teach-
ings of Jesus came to His disciples,
and still come to His church, from the
moments of His silence, when our less
spiritual moods ask for speech to sat-
isty curiosity and feed superficial
faith, and if the exact location of
many of the scenes most wonderful
and thrilling in His life’s story is lost,
in order that the truer faith, ‘‘that
7/ highest form of spiritualized imagina-

explore the fields and ascertain the points

LEGEND OF sT. veronica.  dom have gained from the fact that we have
FROM TRINTING BV GABKIEL MAX 1o authentic portrait of Jesus? The repre”
sentation said to have been made by Pilate was mentioned by Irenaus

and Hyppolytus. It was placed between the portraits of a Hebrew

patriarch and a pagan god in the oratory of Severus; but it cannot
be considered unquestionable or a true picture of Him who, ac-
cording to the prophecy, was ‘‘the fairest of the sons of men.”
The face of Jesus must ever be re-painted by the human soul,
as it proceeds towards its destiny under His leadership. No single
age could have painted Him for any other time, least of all for
all time. It will exhaust genius of every kind, yet the portrait
will always be sublime. Not only faith, but doubt must essay the
task. Like Leonardo’s study, it will never be finished. An artist

tion,” may have its realm in which to §

in spiritual geography, what must Christen- §
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having the opinions of John Stuart Mill will. make his sketch very
human indeed, and yet every line of it will seem to be repeat-
ing the words of that English philosopher—*‘About the life and
sayings of Jesus there is a stamp of personal originality combined
with profundity of insight which must place the Prophet
of Nazarcth, even in the estimation of those who have no belief in
His inspiration, in the very first rank of the men of‘subhme iremu.s
of whom our species can boast. When this preéminent genius is
combined with the qualities of probably the greatest moralq r.eformer
and martyr to that mission who ever existed upon earth, rel}gxon can-
not be said to have made a bad choice in pitching on thls man as
the ideal representative and guide to humanity.” An artist of finer
ancy, if even of less faith, will go with Ernest Renan to some spot
where he may still see the Nazarene’s lips moving with divine language,
and after doing all he may to represent the 1\’1’15'(6[: of men, every
touch of color will glow with the feeling represented in the words of
that brilliant Frenchman: ¢He for the first time gave utterance to
thé idea upon which shall rest the edifice of the everlastl'ng religion.
He founded the pure worship, of no age, of no clime, Whlch sha.ll' be
that of all lofty souls to the end of time. Not ogly was His religion,
that day, the benign religion of humanity, but it was the.: absolute
religion; and if othcr planets have inhabitants endowed with reason
and morality, their religion cannot be different from that which Jesus
proclaimed at Jacob's well. Man has not been able to abide by this
worship; we attain the ideal only for a moment. The words of Jesus
were a gleam in thick night; it has taken eighteen hundred years
for the eyes of humanity (what do I say! of an infinitely small portion
of humanity) to learn to abide it. But the gleam shall become t.he
full day, and, after passing through all the circles of error, ht.lman}ty
will return to these words, as to the immortal expression of its faith
and its hopes.” ~ . . .

Perhaps some day may come in the long flight of time, in which
an artist-evangelist will rise up and so portray that face, th.at‘men,
looking upon it, shall say: ¢This is the Son of Man: This is the
Son of God.” We know that it must have been a haggard and yet
a triumph-bearing face, which the disciples of John the Baptist beheld
at this juncture in the life of Jesus,
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The Fourth gospel has survived such a controversy as has served
it well. It has shown it to be the most important document we
have, furnishing us, as it does, at this point, with data referring to
the life and person of Jesus of Galilee, immeasurably rich in that
color and lovingly exact because of those lines by which is re-created a
spiritual portrait of the Master of men. Full of the Greek spirit to
which attention has so often becn called in these pages, this most artis-
tic book in the literature of Christianity is vital with the purpose of its
writer, which was to prove that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
To accomplish his purpose, the author collects and even interprets
briefly the luminous and impressive scencs in the life of Jesus, in
which faith, nurtured by léve, grew in the minds of the disciples, as
they beheld the Divine Manifestation. Not only out of what John
and his companions saw, but also out of what these events meant 1
to them, is woven for all time the fine tapestry of the Fourth gos-
pel. It is the biography of Jesus taken from the heart of one whose |
love of Jesus let him into the secret of Jesus' being. John, there-
fore, had to begin his story of the history of Love Manifested, at a §
moment in the history of ILove previous to the moment of the creation
of the world. It might suffice a Moses that he should begin his story
of created things, by saying: “In the beginning God created.” This §
has been called the “Book of Genesis.” It has also been wisely j
said that John's Gospel is ‘‘the new and profounder Book of 3

Genesis,” and he, going back into the purpose of creating Love, ]
must say: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was -

with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning E
with God.” '

It is not remarkable, therefore, that the author of this gospel
should have lingered with affectionate exactitude over the events §
which occurred between the Temptation of Jesus and the beginning §
of the ministry of Jesus in Galilee.  They are dealt with according ‘
to the insight which belongs to Love alone. He perceives the sig-
nificance of the events of the short stay of Jesus in Judea, and he
frankly tells us that he was witness unto them, and that they prove
to him that Jesus is the Son of God. No doubt John the Evange-
list was a disciple of John the Baptist, when the latter was baptiz-
ing in Bathabara beyond Jordan. The mighty testimony borne unto §
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Jesus by John the Baptist prepared John the Evangelist for the Naz-
arene Rabbi and Christendom. Fisherman and lover of men as
he was, the simplicity of his life and the depth and fervor of his
affectionateness made it possible for him to entertain meanings flow-
ing from his recollections of Jesus and John the Baptist which
escaped even the serious attention of others. This John, the fisher-
man, must have been greatly impressed with the fact that his
teacher and inspirer, John the Baptist, had been mistaken for the
Messiah, and that, in order to hold his own
true position, the Baptist had been com-
pelled to give forth most significant
utterances as to the true character of
the rcal Messiah. He had seen John
the Baptist anoint Jesus to the Mes-
siahship at a time when the Baptist
himself might have assumed a cer-
tain Messiahship in harmony with the
ideas of the people. Never had a
clear-headed reformer more truly kept
his feet than did the fervent orator
when the crowd was under his spell.
The Baptist's vision of Messiah in Jesus
the Nazarene alone saved him. At that
moment Jesus had bowed Himself to a rite
which identified Him with a sinning race and
made Him their true Head. When Jesus,
the Christ, was baptized the lustral waters touched humanity.  After
the baptism, John the fisherman had stayed with John the Baptist,
while Jesus went to the wilderness, there to estimate his rightful au-
thority and to find the character of the Messiahship which it was
impossible for Him longer to conceal. This is the significance of the
Temptation of Jesus. When He came out of the desert of the Temp-
tation and was seen by John the Baptist, the glory of the Messiah was
so evident to the Baptist's rare power of vision that he who was the one
man of his time able to see that SIN is the colossal fact against which
all true Messiahship must ever set itself, the one man who saw that
a Messiah could set Himself against sin only at the cost of everything

THE CHRIST.
FROM PAINTING BY LEONARDO DA VINCIL
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human and finite, looked upon the pale and wasted figure, and redis-
covered the Christ. The white tunic and striped mantle worn by Jesus
could not hide His divinity. His sandaled feet wearily followed the
staff which helped Him along. He was more human than ever. But
here was the Messiah! The Baptizer said: ‘‘Behold the Lamb of
God, that taketh away the sin of the world.”— Jo/n 7, 29. The cousin,
Jesus, no longer disguised the Christ of God. John did not welcome
the greatest of philosophers, though this was He. He did not sal-
ute the mightiest inspirer of art, poetry, and heroism, though this
was the Nazarene peasant whom he then saw. He did not give a
hail and laudation to the loftiest example of manhood, though that
haggard man would always be remembered as such. He saw some-
thing more fundamentally important than any or all these in the fig-

ure before him, and he said: ¢ Behold the Lamb of God, that l
taketh away the sin of the world.” He had seen the Messiah of a }

sinning race.

Since He had gone away from John the Baptist, Jesus, who was {
probably known as Rabbi Jehoshua, had passed through an experi- ;-.

ence of soul; and coming up out of all the stress and peril of the

Temptation, His heart heard God speaking again: ‘‘This is my beloved §
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Fatherhood—Sonship,—these Jesus
had realized divinely. He had not distrusted His Father in the §
Temptation. He had lived in and upon His Father’s Fatherhood 1
through His own perfect Sonship in the whole trial. He knew Him- ?
self to be the Christ of God, as never before. The glory of His self-

discovery transfigured Him, even to John the Baptist; and for a
moment, at least, the Baptist understood Jesus in His wider rela-
tions as the Savior of His race. John the Baptist's words were
wondrously deep and inclusive. They made the whole past vocal.
John the fisherman, with others standing by, doubtless remembered

the great words of Isaiah: ‘‘He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, - i

yet He opened not His mouth; He is brought as a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He open-

eth not His mouth.” And John the Baptist proceeded to say:'

««This is He of whom I said, After me cometh a man who is pre-
ferred before me; for He was before me. And I knew Him not,

but that He should be made manifest to Israel, therefore I am §&
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come baptizing with water. And John bare record, saying: I saw
the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon

[im."— John 7, 30-32.
So mighty was this event as an argument to John the fisher-
man, that his gospel adds this: “And I saw, and bare record that

this is the Son of God."— Jokn 7, 34.

Jesus had thrown His divine spell over a man who should be
called ““The Beloved.” His affection alone could behold and relate
the minute occurrences of divine friendship. What occurred that
night as the disciples of John the Baptist gathered around their mas-
ter, with this new and immortal light falling in upon their twilight
and mortality, we do not know. We cannot tell if any of them dar-
ingly took up the phrase, ““The Lamb of God,” and bore it back

i beyond the Temple sacrifices to

the memory of the Paschal Lamb,
or of the Lamb of the morn-
ing or evening sacrifice, or that
they saw the new significance of
these memorials which had vivi-
fied faith for many centuries. That
large  phrase.  “the sin of  the
world,” must have jostled against
) their smaller conceptions of what
Messiah was expected to do, as
the incoming of a great ocean
ship, accustomed to touch at
all the ports of the planet,
makes the water unsafe for
the little craft which know
but one quiet harbor. This
truly was a larger idea than
those to which they were
accustomed. But they
caught a vision of the
world and its sins, in
the light of Jesus.

12
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CHAPTER XX
CALLING THE FIRST DISCIPLES

THE next day came, and the Baptizer and two of his disciples
saw the same turbaned figure walking by. The DBaptist had not
changed his opinions. His conviction had carried him to a position
from which he could not retreat. Though it concluded his career
as the leader of those whom he loved the most, the reverence and
faith of the Baptist spoke again. He said: “Behold the Lamb of
God.” Then commenced the glad movement
of human feet which for nineteen hun-
dred years have pressed toward Jesus.
Christendom had begun her long pro-
cession.  Only two were in sight as
yet, but they were leading the ages.
They were the two disciples who had
just heard John the Baptist speak.
Yet they looked not toward the Bap-
tist. A turn in the roadway of time

was made.  The chieftaincy of moral
power had departed from the eloquent
son of Zacharias, “They followed Jesus.”

Along through the glad springtime
they moved toward the One from whose
lips they had not as yet heard a word. Out
of the eloquence of John the "Baptist they
Were now going into the more quiet and tender conversations, the
sublimer and profounder discourse,—they were going even into the
divine silences of the Christ. These two men were to be the first of
that inner circle who should be familiarized with the doctrine and
Mmethods of the kingdom, by being led and taught by its King. If, at
179
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that moment, over His tunic, Jesus wore the talith, white, with brown
stripes, with its tassels of white and blue hanging at its four corners,
these two men looked upon it only to feel that He who wore it was
indeed a Rabbi leading them on through the mysteries of the Law to
the mysteries of Love. It was already a personal attachment, and this
is the core of Christian experience. They were coming closer to Him.
He turned Himself about and they heard His first words: *“What
do you seek?” It was so human and so gentle, it had such invita-
tions and spiritual hospitality within it, that they ventured to say:
““Master, where do you live?"— Jokn i, 33. At last human hearts

had been so mastered by Love that they asked not: ‘*\Where are §
you going?” but ‘“Where are you staying?” The answer of Jesus ;
to these disciples has within it the very spirit of Christianity as it
abides or moves in our world, to answer to the homelessness and to. §
the inquiring honesty of the human soul. Jesus said: “Come and }
see.”— John 7, 39. He had no palace but that of Hissoul, for them, 1
It is probable that Jesus had only a booth whose sides had been 4
made strong by the interweaving of small branches of terebinth; but 4
the significance of the place was in the Man who dwelt there, whose .f
sincerity and brotherliness had said to them: “Come and see.”

Andrew was but a fisherman who earned his living with his net,
going out day by day from Bethsaida, to fish in the Lake of Gali- 4
lee, yet he was ‘‘the first Christian,” in a peculiar sense.  John,
whose gospel modestly makes infrequent mention of the name, was 3

of the same occupation, and both had passed into the new day by 48

having been faithful to the light of the old. They had very little §
theology; they knew almost nothing of the things which the church
had been insisting upon; they did not know much about the causes §
of their wonder and the mysterious charm which led them on. They 4
had enough dogma to make them good disciples. None have suc- 3
ceeded better in following Jesus. This requires only a desire to be

good and a willingness to be made good by the Goodness which our Su
best light points out unto us. Their best light had been John the§
Baptist; their best light now was Jesus. This method, which seems§

to be the easiest, is the most difficult. It demands a true heart. ;

Jesus’ question: ‘“What seek ye?” brought these two men at once 38

to make distinct and thorough their purpose. The chaff was blowng
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from the wheat on the threshing-floor, as John the Baptist promised.
The answer of Jesus: ““‘Come and see,” likewise wihnowed out all
that intellectual curiousness which usually declines to take a step in
the direction of the real Christ. It also made distinct the fact that
Christ relies upon friendship as the only revealer of soul to soul.

It is about four in the afternoon of the Sabbath when we find
ourselves with them in the booth. They are truly at home with
Jesus, beneath the striped cloth which covered the booth's top, as it
stood amongst many others by the side of the river Jordan. The
hours went by on wings of deep spiritual joy, and it was soon grow-
ing late. They had forgotten themselves as their minds opened to
the touch of His divine friendliness, and were warmly receptive of
the secds of revelation which He dropped into their souls,—seeds
that would reveal the qualities of the soil in the course of their self-
revelation.  The night-watches came, and they were still there,
kindling and burning with the radiance of Jesus. Yet it seemed
only human friendship,—so divine was Jesus. Problems were solving
themselves in that new daytime of the soul. When the night hours
were gone, this Son of God had so communicated unto them the senti-
ment of brotherhood by His faithfulness to the divine Fatherhood,
that Andrew was aflame with it. In its light, he saw, away yonder,
his brother Simon. There was only one thing to be done. He
must go and tell Simon the story. Nothing but the one Love, with
which Andrew had fallen in love, could have invented this plain
account of what then occurred. It must occur in every soul truly
responsive to the brotherliness of our Elder Brother, whose Sonship
reveals the Divine Fatherhood. ‘“He first findeth his own brother
Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which is,
being interpreted, the Christ. And he brought him to Jesus. And
when Jesus beheld him, He said, Thou art Simon the Son of Jona;
that shalt be called Cephas, which is, by interpretation,. a stone.”—
John 4, g1, 4o. -

It is a simple recital of facts. But the whole of the gospel-
method is here.  Jesus never failed to value the primitive affections
at their highest. He was the Head of humanity,—the Son of Man.
His relationship. to humanity, as both Son and Brother, was intrin-

sic.  To Him, however, human brotherhood was valuable because it
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was a channel which might be enlarged into divine brotherhood, and
through 1t the tides of God's Fatherhood might flow. He treated
His brother's brotherhood and His mother's motherhood, just as He
treated the Law which He annulled, by fulfilling it into Love.
~Later on He was to say to John, when he would be standing at
the foot of His cross: “Behold thy mother!” and He was to say
to Ilis mother, near by: i
“Behold thy son!" Those
who do the
will of His
Father,
and those
only, ac-
cording to

Jesus, are

His broth- #

ers. This e ’ RUINS OF BETHSAIDA.
power in - 4 " Jesus to com- |

plete earthly brotherhoods by filling them full of heavenly Love, until
they are expanded mto celestial brotherhoods, was and is as measureless
as His infinity. He knew the Fatherhood of God so deeply that He
saw it would rend many merely human brotherhoods apart. It would
also. constitute many essential and eternal brotherhoods. The only
way by which human brotherhood can be saved is to make it divine, —
let the brothers be brothers in God the Father, through Christ, the
Elder Brother, and nothing can separate them! Andrew doubtless
loved his brother as one who had partaken with him in the blessing
of the same fatherhood and motherhood of earth, but all uncon-
sciously, as he now started out to bring Simon to Jesus and present
him as his brother, he was feeling a kinship with Simon under God'’s
Fatherhood which had sprung up in the presence of God's Perfect
Son, which he did not try to name. This feeling is the motive power
of all missionary Christianity. It communicates itself to souls and
makes Christianity a universal pa#riotisz under a universal Pater.
The universe 1s all fatherland.

The Bethsaida in which these men were born brothers was
commonplace enough. The word means “‘a howse of fish,” and this
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ancient and inelegant designation - wouid pass through our modern
Inglish-speaking west, perhaps, as “Fishtown.” It is the symbol of
that environment in which most brotherhoods are born and maintain
themselves. Andrew was the first man who, under Christian auspices,
plied another man’s heart and soul with the aims and influences to
which human brotherhood is capable of responding. We may well
pause here and obtain a correct view of what Jesus approved as the
method of propagating His kingdom. It has not bheen abrogated,
since the day of Andrew and John.

These men were not afraid to dwell with truth,—<and they
abode with Him that day.”— Jokn 7, 39. They came away as all
men do, with a masterful reverence and love for that kind of mys-
terious revelation which invites the human soul to its own home,
which says to all honest and earnest souls: ‘‘Come and see.”

“Behold the Lamb of (God,"—with that impressive announce-
ment from the Baptist fresh in memory, these two men had been
listening to Jesus at home. They did not understand it. Should
they lose Jesus entifely because this idea of Him was too great for
them to get hold of? No. They can get enough of truth concern-
ing Him to guarantee their coming at some time to the rest; they
can get enough of Him to make them feel for Simon, that they
may draw him up within the general radiance. We must be con-
tent to take hold of that side of divine reality which our minds may
handle. Andrew told Simon, not ‘“We have found the Lamb of
God,” but “We have found the Messiah.” Andrew was a soul-
winner, not a great, penetrative theologian. He was narrow, and a
man's narrowness often makes him intense. Andrew was a Jew; he
must see the Jewish Messiah in his “Lamb of God.”

Jesus gave to Andrew, first of all, a sense that he himself was a
brother of Simon, and, secondly, a consciousness of the fact that Simon
was a brother of him.  These constitute part of the nerve of missions.
Here was a brother to look; and there was a brother to look for. Simon
was just as real to Andrew, as Andrew was to himself. Christ gives
the soul so good a gift, that it says: <My brother must have it.” Christ
intensifies the sense of a brother’s value so much the soul says: <“Christ
must have my brother.” Priceless was Simon's worth. Clearly did
Andrew see his untold value now. Andrew had eyes that zus? find him,
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SEA OF GALILEE—TIBERIAS.

Therce was one thing, and one
thing only, which Andrew might
say: ‘“We have found the Messiah.”"— /o/n 7, 41. How much more
grandly one brother man can talk to another man than that in
heaven, we do not know; but one thing is sure, there never was
loftier saying on earth than that: ‘“We have found the Messiah.”
It requires only the genius of true faith to say it. The whole of
Christianity 1s fact. . Jesus Himsélf had made Andrew factual rather
than speculative, when He said to him, just the day before, at the
very moment when he began to ask questions: ‘“Come and see.”
This style of Andrew is the soul-winner's style. There is truth in
Buffon's fine saying: < The style is the man.” Andrcw was a plain,
strong, fact-loving man, and that gave him plainness and strength in

handling this fact in the presence of Simon. The very secret of

speaking to men about Jesus is, first, like Andrew, to be a plain man;
secondly, like Andrew also, deal in plain statement of facts. But this
greatest Fact gave Andrew a great style.

John, the Baptizer, had made Simon impatient of the refinements
of theory, even if he had not already surrendered the whole realm
of unreality to the Pharisees, doctors, and skeptical scribes. Andrew
says: ‘“We have found the Messiah.” Here is a fact, and we can-
not find that Simon stopped to discuss the matter at all. He would
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probably have worsted Andrew in an argument. But Andrew had
the advantage in that he alone had the fact. And he brought Simon
to the Fact,—the Personal Jesus. Andrew, Simon, Jesus,——there were
three persons and no abstractions. It is the Christ in our Chris-
tianity with which our own personal Christianity and personal help-
fulness to others must begin and end.

After the same manner, accordant, however, with their characters,
at this time, John the fisherman brought his brother James unto Jesus.

Simon is now in the presence of the Messiah. It is our first
sicht of the great-hearted, impulsive, high-tempered man. It was
enough for the glory of any man to have brought to the Divine
Artist so much of grand material as stood before the Masterful One,
when He saw this man Simon. A Methodist exhorter would bring
Spurgeon; as a simple gospeller of the fifteenth century would bring
Savonarola.  The procession started with Andrew bringing Simon.
Usefulness 1s genius.

Jesus at once saw the place in history for the man whom He
alone could make out of this fisherman, Simon. A name in the
Orient of that day was of the greatest significance. No Hebrew
would have thought of changing his name, unless his work or life or
character were changed. Abram and Jacob had received new names;
and the transformation of the name Jacob to Jsrac/ had marked a
revolution in a soul and gave a designation to a race. The “Sup-
planter” met God at such a point and in such a way that he him-
self was changed into a **Prince of God.” Was there to be a
transformation of this cager and fickle child of feeling and enthu-
siasm, this Simon,—the man so liable to a gust of emotion or to a
fit of unyielding stubbornness? Jesus looked upon him then as He was
to look upon him often thercafter, until He penectrated the sccrets of
his nature, and said: **Thou art Simon, son of Jonas: thou shalt be
called Cephas, which is, by interpretation, *‘a stone.”"— John 7, 42. The
Aramaic word was Cephas;-its Greek form was Peter.  Jesus would
have all understand Him now. “*Son of Jonas,” He said. Jesus was
speaking as the Son of the Universal Father unto such a one as would
by and by call Him ““the Son of God."— Jokn 7, 34. But ‘*Son of
Jonas” was the clear and accurate description of Simon now. It
took an inventory of what Jesus had to deal with. *-Son of Jonas, T—
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that was all that anyone else might have seen in him. But a proc-

ess of transformation had already begun. Simon must be made to ;

realize that hé is not only a son of Jonas, but also a son of God.
The Sonship of Jesus must get that into him through brotherhood,

and only by taking him as a chemist takes a cloudy solution, and §
lowering into Simon a manifested Divineness, firm and true, so that 3
all this vague and undeterminate material for a man may crystallize
around it and into it, can Jesus reorganize him. This He will do.
He will precipitate the Peter out of the Simon, by revealing Himself 1
in him and to him as the Son of God. Thus shall He awaken }
Simon’s sonship. Simon will be the ‘‘rock-man,” Peter. So Jesus
commenced to write another spiritual autobiography in this human soul. }

CHAPTER XXI
PHILIP AND NATIHHANAEL

THE morrow came, and another Christian was added to the list
which contained the names of Andrew, John, James, and Simon.
This new name was Philip of Bethsaida. His home-town lay on the
rondway which Jesus was traveling on His way to Galilee. Philip
was doubtless a {riend and companion of Andrew and Simon, and
his readiness to respond to Jesus and to obey Him indicates that he
was as prepared as his fellow-townsmen to enter into discipleship.
His name indicates that he was a Greek, and this view of his na-
tionality is strengthened by the fact that, some time later, when the
Greeks would sce Jesus, they make the request of Philip. It does
not seem that Jesus, from the first, mistook the particular experience
through which any one of these men was to pass, as He was to
develop into His true self. The silence of Jesus with reference to
Philip will prove almost as instructive as His significant word to
Simon: ‘“Hereafter thou shalt win the name Peter."—Ma.
xvi, 18,

As Andrew and Simon had doubtless found Philip, so Philip
went to his acquaintance Nathanacl and began to tell the gospel
story so far as he understood it. Nathanael was no ordinary con-
quest. At that moment in the history of newly-born Christendom,
the new religion was proving its manifold power by mastering vari-
ously constituted and diversely disciplined men. Jesus had gone but
a little distance toward Galilee, when Philip obeyed Him, responding
to the command: ¢ Follow me."— Jokn 7, 43. It takes such a man
as Philip, who was calm, prone to value facts, intellectually straight-
forward, and yet filled with the true spirit of inquiry, a serious-
minded student of the Scriptures and ever anxious to match his
expectations with realities, to so handle his freshly inspired and

187
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solicitous powers of soul as to win a Nathanael. A little later we
will see enough of Philip to find 1 him a certain mental reliableness
which the Christianity of all ages employs in enlarging and enrich-
ing Christendom.

Nathanael was devoted, pure-hearted, meditative, and spiritually
expectant. He had gone out from the haunts and discussions of his
fellow-Hebrews to find an hour of devotion under the foliage of one
of the larger fig-trees which had often given retirement to worshipers
of God. He had heard of the message of John the Baptist if he
had not heard him; and he was praying for his country. In his
solitude, this devout Jew had probably gone back, in his thought, to
the bright hour in Hebrew history when Jacob who had failed to find
God whom he had not seen because he had been loveless unto his
brother whom he had seen, found himself under the open heavens
at Luz, which he renamed Bethel, or when he wrestled in prayer
and was transformed so thoroughly that, since Jacob's day, every

Hebrew had borne the name of Israel, and it has been something 3
to be an Israelite. Once more, as Nathanael mused bencath the
concealing and green leaves, his forefather Jacob, the outcast and j
“supplanter,” a fugitive and yet a Jew, was beholding the ladder -
set up on earth and reaching up to heaven. Once again angels .
ascended and descended upon it; and, at length, going forward with
the development of Jacob’s thought of the true God, who always was
the Universal Father, Nathanael remembered the episode in Jacob’s-
life at the ford Jabbok, where, wrestling with a ‘‘man,” he saw God

“face to face.”—Genesis xxii, 30. There the crafty and lawless

one was so changed in spirit and life that he became law-abiding -

and was re-named: ““Zsrael, a prince of God.” Upon the destiny of the
Israel—the nation named after /srae/ who was once Jacob—Nathanael
was doubtless pondering with that patriotic seriousness which the

preaching of the Baptist had increased. Jesus had discerned his j

thoughts.

Just as Andrew had fulfilled and glorified the function of broth- 3
erhood by hastening to Simon with the good news, so, now, did
Philip complete and irradiate the office of friendship by finding 4

Nathanael. Everything—brotherhood and friendship—was being filled

full, or, as we prefer to say, ‘‘fulfilled” with the divine. Surely, ]esuslf
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vcame not to destroy, but to fulfill.”"—AMatt. o, 17. Philip said to
him: *“We have found Him, of whom Moses in the law, and the
prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."— Jo/zn i,
45 LEvery true friendship brings its message, presenting that side

JACOB'S LADDER.

of it which is next to the intellectual and spiritual life of his friend.
Only on that side has it vital points for him. This enables him to
relate it to his own life.

Nathanael, who afterwards, probably, was known by the desig-
nating Bartholomew, —Bar-tolmai, son of Tolmai, or Ptolemy,—was
@ dweller at Cana of Galilee; and while he was well acquainted with
Philip, he evidently knew nothing of Jesus. Tradition has pointed
out Nathanael as a master of the prophetic literature of the Jews,
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and a man of intellectual capacity as well as of social and ceclesias-
tical prominence.  He was apparently above the other disciples in
quick and cultivated mtellect.  Philip bad stated his case to the
patriotic student and thinker, Nathanael, but, in his simplicity and

carnestness, he had presented a contrast between the sublimity of 4§
the position of Jesus as the Messiah and the lowliness of His earthly =

cnvironment.  Upon that contrast the mind of Nathanael fastened
itself at once. Of Whom Moses in the law did write,” and ‘¢ Naz-
arcth,”—the incongruity of these two expressions startled the medi-

tative and orthodox Nathanael, as he sat listening to Philip, who had

broken in upon his thoughtful devotion under the fig-trce. The
anti-climax was cnough to have curled the lip of even the most quiet
and open-minded Jew; and, remembering that the learned Judaism
expected no prophet in Galilee, and thinking of the obscurity espe-
cially of Nazarcth in Galilee and perhaps of some ill-repute it had
gained, Nathanael inquired: ' Can anything good come out of Naz-
areth?"— Jo/kn 7, 46.

There was, and there 1s, but one answer to make to every such -
question. The genius of history makes it, in asking our homage to 4
many a great soul. Philip had learned how to make that answer;f‘
from the other disciples who had told him the story of their expe- 4
ricnce with Jesus.  So Philip said to his friend the old and great {
words:  “Come and sce.” Never was friendship more true and §
large-minded. It is again a person coming to a person and telling 3
him of a Person. Fact mcets facts.  The sentence is short, but it
is filled with every ministry of friendship, —Comec and sce.”  Philip -4

has no fear that his Fact will not be sufficient for his friend. He
had no question that his friend’s spiritual carncstness will not meet
the Fact to his soul’s joy. Truth and thought are meant to satisfy
cach other. If the world is ever won to Christianity, it will be won
by the power of Philip’s Fact; if it is lost, it will be because men

have mystified one another in arguing about that Fact, instead of j
bringing men to Him. As Nathanael came near unto Jesus, the 3

Christ saw into his very soul, and He said: “Behold an Zsraclite in
truth in whom there is no guile."— /o7 7, 47. This use of the term
“Israelite” showed Nathanael that Jesus had somechow looked into

his thoughts. ‘*An Israelite!” The condition of Nathanael's spirit -
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warranted Jesus in giving him this large vision of His divineness.
Nathanael, the student of the Rabbis, had just come to a point in
thinking under the fig-tree when revelation was not a blinding appear-

ance to his mind.

¢« Just when we are safest, there’s a sunset-touch,
A fancy from a flower-bell, someone’s death,
A chorus-ending from Euripides,—
And that’s enough for fifty hopes and fears
As old and new at once as nature’s self,
To rap and knock and enter in our soul,
Take hands and dance there, a fantastic ring,
Round the ancient idol, on his base again,—
The grand Perhaps.”—

Such a moment was this; but he heard no Greek song; there
was no sunset or death that might touch him adequately; he was
not under the spell of “the grand Perhaps.” He was under the spell of
the Living Christ who stood before him, a commanding reality; the new
life had come to him and to the world, and it was sun-rise. All his
intcllectual and spiritual greatness was summoned. Remembering
again how Jacob, *‘the Supplanter,” was changed so he could be called
“Israel,” < prince of God,” he asked: “How knowest thou me?”
Jesus answered: ¢ Before Philip called thee, when thou wast under
the fig-tree, I saw thee.”— Jokn 7, 48. Jesus was recalling a little
history in an ecarlier incident of which He had recognized a true
disciple of Israel, and, therefore, the possibility of a true disciple of
Himself, in this meditative man under the tree. Then Nathanael,
student of the Old Testament and lover of his nation, probably remem-
bering the second Psalm in which the two great ideas are related,
answered Him: ¢ Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God; Thou art the
King of Israel.”— Jokn i, 49. It was a great confession. *Just
when we are safest,” because we have been true to the best we have
known, do we feel the divinity of that which has known us, before any
Philip called us. The soul of Nathanael was familiar ground to God.

[t was a great faith, and yet Jesus, who had already begun to
get Peter out of Simon, must now get at the hidden spiritual man
In Nathanael. Like two musical instruments which respond, string
to string, Jesus and Nathanael have been in unison with the idea of
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“fsracl,” and with the felt nearness of God Nathanael had told it all,

emphasizing both thoughts in his swift reply to Jesus. ““Thou art
the Son of God; Thou art the King of Israel.”— /fo/n 7, 49. But this ;
is not enough. Nathanael is too valuable a nature to fail of his j
highest possibility, by failing of the deeper training of a more funda- §
mental faith. Jesus at least must save him from any shallow beliet
and deliver him from merely good reasons for believing in Him by §
indicating the dest reasons for his believing; and Jesus said unto him:
“Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig-tree, believest ;i
thou? Thou shalt see greater things than thesc.” Jesus would not 1
permit Nathanael's life to turn on the pivot of a faith less deeply
grounded than that which would grow up out of more significant facts. b
He was now standing in the presence of a human soul, and no one §
ever reverenced the human soul as did Jesus. He saw Nathanael's ‘f
“nature instinct with the possibilities of a Son of God. The realiza- '
tion of the divine Fatherhood upon the part of Jesus, which had made
Him a perfect Son and created the brotherhood of men, served to !
revcal Nathanael as His brother-man endowed divinely. Jesus saw
all men in this light; and this made Him the Messiah of humanity. j
Nathanael had possibilitics of belief—which statement means that heg
had possibilities of spiritual manhood within him—that Nathanael had §
never discovered as he prayed and thought in the seclusion furnished §
by the thick foliage of the fig-tree.  To get at these, his Master would §
still use that thought of Jacob and Jsracl/, and the old story of Jacob’s 1
transformation unto Isracl. Nathanael had just said: ¢ Thou art the 1
King of Zsrael.” Jesus fixed the attention of all of them and said:;
and these words always command the attention to

“Verily, verily,”

something of first importance, when Jesus uses them,—* I say unto
you, hercafter ye shall see heaven standing open, and the angels of
God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.”— Jokn ¢, 5I.
The opening of heaven, so that it ever shall be opened always, the 3
discovery to men of the nearness and approachableness of the ideal §
and the true and the divine,—this was the work which the Messiah
of man would do. He would prove, in Himself and in His life, that}
familiar relationships between what men call the highest and the
lowest are possible to the humanity whose Head He was. Not only;
the episodé in the lifc of Jacob, when he was first called Zsrac/, caméj
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to mind, but all the spiritual training of Jacob leading to that change
was remembered. At Peniel Jacob had met God as man in wrestling
prayer. At Bethel the heaven had been opened otherwise. Both of
these were prophecies of the Israel which was to be. The seen and
unscen were to be united. A man in whom every Jacob could find God
would tell every Jacob his true name. The ladder would not be a
];1(‘0[)'5 ladder of light-beams, but a human reality, full of the Divine.
For this He had come to live, and, if need be, to die. He knew
that no Nathanael's faith is all that it ought to be, or may be, until
it is born out of Nathanael's vision of the possibilities of man as the
reconciler of the finite and the infinite by man’s being filled with
God Himself. Nathanael's earlier faith was good, but Jesus would
never permit men to lose the best faith by being satisfied with a merely
oood faith. After this same manner, Jesus would estimate the value
of all His own wonderful works. He disliked a religion too largely
dependent upon signs.  In a superstitious age, under some dexterous
dealer in prodigies, magic might some day be mistaken for miracle,
even by Nathanael. Jesus would Himself perform many miracles,
but only so many as the weakness and ignorance of men made it
necessary for Him to perform, and these wonders He would do, in
order that He might get them beyond requiring miracles to prove
Him the Messiah. He had come, the Invisible King, to found a
Kingdom of the Invisible. He would always be appealing to them
to see the spiritual behind the physical, and at length to live by the
faith which accepted Him, not ‘‘for the work's sake” alone.

So true was Jesus to the finest possibilities of His brother-man,
as they were revealed to Himself and in Himself Who never failed
to draw upon the Fatherhood of God for His own Sonship. He was
to reveal God, through man, showing how divine is Divinity by
demonstrating how far up it may lift humanity. He did not adopt
Nathanael's phrase: “Thou art #e Son of God.”— John 7, 49. He
called Himself on this remarkably decisive occasion ** 7/e Son of Man.”
This was the phrase concerning Himself He was to use most often
and most significantly throughout all His life. It occurs more than
Seventy times in the accounts of His career. Nathanael had said:
“Thou art the Son of God. Thou art the King of Israel.” Jesus’

answer was a reply to both ideas in Nathanael's utterance. Remem-
13
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bering Jacob's dream at Bethel and his experience as he saw angels
ascending and descending on a ladder of light, and remembering
that at Peniel a “‘man” wrestled with Jacob until he saw God, He
said: “‘Thou shalt see heaven standing open and the angels of God
ascending and descending on ke Son of Aan. He knew that human
eyes can see Divinity only in humanity. He had endured the
Temptation as a human being. The great prophecy of Israel, uttered
by poet, reformer and saint, was in His thought; and the word of
Daniel, which every Israelite knew, glowed upon His lips with a new
radiance: “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like #2¢ Son
of Man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient
of days, and they brought him near before him.”

“A man’ was even now wrestling with Jacob, and the Israel
who should come forth out of Jacob would sce God ¢ ‘face to face”
in the man.

Is it not the next thing, in toe course of the training of these
disciples, that there shall occur a manifestation of the glory of Jesus
as the Son of Man? May they not soon behold Him partaking in
humanity’s common life, and meeting humanity’s common problems,
with His brethren? So, will He not lift these simple-minded and easily
bewildered men, with the earth still beneath their feet, a little nearer
to the permanently opened heavens?

There is to be a marriage at Cana in Galilee. The mother
of Jesus is going, and He and His disciples will go also. Let us
go with them, for we may sece Him there as the Son of humanity.

CANA OF GALILEE

CHAPTER XXII
THE WEDDING AT CANA IN GALILEE

IN the early evening, when the fading mystery of Tuesday was
passing into the fresher wonder of Wednesday,—for the day of the
Hebrew began on what we would call the evening of the previous
dav,—there was a happy wedding company gathered in one of the
more comfortable and well-furnished houses of Cana in Galilee. There
was need for the evangelist to distinguish this place from the Cana
of Judea, and so we have the phrase, ‘‘Cana in Galilee.” It was
the gladsome time of spring. Everywhere the earth was wearing
bridal garments. The blithe, clear air was full of the songs of
birds which were making love to each other in the hedges. Count-
less forces of production were stirring beneath the all-pervading sun-
light. Blossoming and radiant nature was repeating the old love
story of throbbing seed and opening flower, of urgent sap and com-
ing fruit. The betrothal and marriage in the world outside the gar-
landed wall which hid the decorated chamber of the bride of Cana,
were only symbolic of what was meant by the crown of flowers upon ‘Fhe
head of the bridegroom and the sweet fragrance which rose like
incense from the bride's flowing hair. In the joy of his espousal, the
timid and intense happiness of the bride, were love's mystery and
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charm, fadeless, yet as new as that spring. Like the morning mist
which concealed the beauty of the earth and hid the girdle about
her glory, until the resistless sun unclasped it, was the long white

veil, significant of betrothal, which covered the lovely innocence of

the bride. Meantime, Cana, which 1s still ‘‘the reedy place,” was
conscious that something more beautiful and significant than any, epi-
sode in nature was going on. To-day the hunter searches through

its desolation, hoping to be rewarded with the hide of a leopard, or

the tusks of a wild boar. Perhaps on the very spot where this some-

what prominent family had its home the jackal starts at his shadow }
in the moonlight, or a fox digs his hole. But then the town echoed }

with wedding music.
Travelers who are able to persuade themselves that they have

found the exact locality, easily reproduce the idyll of Cana’s wed-
ding-feast. Again such a joy as filled the heart of the Orient on its
laddest occasion follows the bridegroom and his groomsmen to the
home of the bride. The betrothed couple have fasted for a day, and
marriage is indced a sacrament with them. Their sins have been f
forgiven, and they are ready to offer and accept each other in all 4
purity of heart and life. The veiled bride has been waiting for the
bridegroom. She is girdled, veiled, and wreathed with myrtle, and 3
she wears the family jewels, or those generously loaned for the occa-
sion. Standing near the presents which her betrothed has just sent §
unto her, she welcomes the bridegroom. He has already received ’:'
from her the long white garment which he is to wear on two of the
great days of Israel; and on these occasions he shall appear with her §

o
te

similarly clad, for they are to be man and wife, and these are to be
feast-days. He has been anointed and decked with gems such as it
is possible for him to obtain; and now the parable in nature, where
ten thousand thrilling forces are stirring the planct into life, is to be
realized in their love. Flutes are pouring forth their melody on the
soft air; deep-voiced drums are shaking the house with their hoarse

intonations; the streets are full of happy and talkative neighbors, and
the bridesmaids are ready to dance and sing, as the torches now §
guide the bride and bridegroom from her father’s house to the house 3

of his father, where they are to be married. The twilight has deep-

ened into night, and under the lamps the merry company behold a
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feist provided, which is the ‘bridegroom’s gift to the occasion, and
which, now that they are married, is only the appropriate beginning
ot 1 delightsome week of rejoicing.

[t was in the atmospherc of this entircly human and festive
cvent that Jesus, who had been baptized and heralded by John the
Buptist, showed that He was something other than the follower of
John the Baptizer. He would indeed take up the cry of Israel's
heart and conscience, and, like the Baptist, He would soon be
preaching repentance.  But here, in the

midst of this social and turbulently joy-

ful scene, He would prove himself no
ascetic, austere of mien and secluded
from men, but rather a man of men,

The Man of Men, even the ‘“Son of

Humanity,” as He had called Himself.

One reformer may say: 1 will get

myself out of the world, to save my-

self and to save the world by attract-

ing itself unto me.” This reformer
would say: ‘1 will save the world and

be a Son of God by being a Son of
Man, finding My way into the very
heart of the world, whatever becomes
of Myself.” Thus only is Divinity safe.
And this was His mecthod of training
the eager disciples who had followed
Him even to this wedding. This was
His view of the problem of life and its
solution as He stood there in the court
among the wedding guests, or moved
about from rug to rug in the dining-
room, or reclined upon a couch and
partook of the wine and pome-
granates. His own life was being
lived so as to manifest God in the
g world. It was Divinity entering still
"HE JAR IN WHICHTgHVs‘NVéATER WAS TURNED more deeply into humanity. The
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gospel was not retreating from the problei of the world; it was entering |

into 1t, illumining it, solving it. His great phrases, *‘The Kingdom

of God,” and ““The Kingdom of heaven,” were being domesticated |
and illustrated. «The Kingdom of heaven” was to be the kingdom §

of earth; **The Kingdom of God"” was to be the kingdom of man.

In a human habitation on that hillside, beneath which lay the

orchards and vineyards which men had toiled in, Jesus was more

conscious than ever of the Fatherhood of His Father in heaven, of -

His own eternal Sonship, and of the universal Brotherhood of men.
He was now about to show how essential were these relationships,

and how the ordinary ties of life will be broken with apparent rude-

ness, if human beings do not enter into them divinely.

The wine had run out, and it scemed that the marriage-party 4
was to expetience a painful failure of Eastern hospitality. The mother §
of Jesus had a way out of the difficulty and perhaps saw an oppor-
tunity for her Child.  She had doubtless learned by this time that her }
Son possessed power of an extraordinary nature. She knew of the 4
approval John the Baptist had given unto Him, and her mother-. §
heart pondered yet over the fact that the spirit had descended upbn
Him and Heaven had commended Him; but she had not yet undér-
stood that the words: *Thou art My beloved Son,” emphasized §
the fact that Jesus' intrinsic relationship was with God, rather than '.
with Joseph and Mary. Her love also urged her to Him, at the §
instant when she realized that He and His disciples might have 3
proved to be six persons too many to be entertained at the long

festivity. She crept up to Him and told Him of the state of things.

He did not neced a hint of the scandal which was sure to come to the j

bridegroom and his family, because the very thing which symbolized
their rejoicing had failed. To avoid this disgrace, Mary had now

called upon Him whose entrance into the world had been heralded
by an angelic presence and celebrated by an angelic anthem. A

great statement is that of Luke, when he says of Jesus after the

Temptation: *“He returned ¢ the power of the Spirit into Galilee.” -3
Would ‘‘the power of the Spirit” now be sufficient for the Son of 3
Man? This ‘‘power of the Spirit” Jesus had obtained, not only in '
those stressful hours of trial and triumph in the desert, but also in
these later hours when He discovered, first of all, Himself, then An- §
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drew and John and James and Simon and Philip and Nathanael, 1n
Flis brief visit to the region of His baptism.  Jesus had then known
Flimself to be the Son of His Father, God, and He had realized that
the only essential relationship which may exist between human beings
is that which is in God as the Father of all. He was not to lose

- this truth, even now, in the presence of His mother. No one can
so intensify the meaning of human belong-

ings as can a mother.  Recent experiences,
]m;\\'(fv(%r, had made the truth of His
divine relationship more clear and vital
arno Him than it was, even when He
spoke to His father and mother
in the Temple as a twelve-vear-
old boy, and said: **\Vist ye
not that I must be about My
Father's business?”  He now
turned from the special temp-
tation He had resisted in the
desert, which was to employ
His miraculous cnergies without
compelling them to work in sympathy with the idea of the Fatherhood
of God and of His own Sonship unto God. He said: < \Woman, what
is there between you and me? My realm of life is not yours. Mine
hour is not yet come.” This is not the sharp and unsympathetic speech
of a son careless of a mother’s feelings. He was only saying that
her thoughts were not His; at that moment He was respectful and
kind. He was also true to God, His Father, and there is not the
unkindliness in His words which our translation would suggest:
“\Woman, what have I to do with thec?” He knew He possessed
the power but He would not permit it to betray or deprave Him.
He had trusted God's Fatherhood for a Father's power to save Him,
without His calling upon what we call the supernatural, in the Tempta-
tion in the descrt; and God might trust His Sonship now to honor
Him. If this were the time to use extraordinary powers, His Father-
God must somehow tell Him. Jesus would be true to His heavenly
piarentage, before He can meet the request of His earthly parentage.
It His earthly parentage break meanwhile, under the strain, it is be-

L g
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cause He has fulfilled the less with the larger, the human with the
divine.

Mary had already known that there had occurred a change in
her Son. The famished face which had come back from the desert
shone with a divine seriousness. Now she had intrnded upon the
fact that He must do what He had to do humanly, only because of
divine reasons, and by the use of divine powers. In everything, He
must simply obey His FFather in heaven. If this was satisfactory to
Mary, well and good; if not, He could not forbear or urge. It
was another awful moment of strain in the education of Mary. Jesus
was nearer to the cross, and Mary was nearer to the moment when
she would stand, unhelpful and helpless, at the foot of the cross.
The sccond remark of Jesus: ““Mine hour has not yct come,” had
the same tenderness and majesty which He put into the word
“Woman.”" He saw that His mother was trying to get Him to give
a sign of the power which she had increasingly seen and felt for
thirty years. She thought that it was her Son’s opportunity. Mary
had doubtless suffered from the misapprehension of her neighbors, and
had no doubt been pitied because she was the mother of this gentle
enthusiast.  Now was the moment, she thought, for the signal of His
Christly presence and dominion. But she had anticipated God; and
Jesus could obey His Father only.

Soon, however, God also spoke to His heart. Jesus heard within
Himself the Fatherhood of God commanding His own Sonship, and it
made His humanity divine. He would now obey God. Men must now
obey Him; and His mother said unto the mystified servants: ‘“What-
soever He saith unto you, do it.” The mother’s over-running affection
could now flow into divine channels. He who obeys God, the Uni-
versal Father, will never disobey the universal humanity, though some
dear Mary may be bewildered for a time. She was clear only on
one thing and that was this—‘ Whatever He tells you to do, do it.”

Mary had experienced the truth which all Christendom comes
to know, that the way to understand Jesus Christ is to simply obey
Him. Many unrecorded and mysterious days with Jesus had brought
her to this conviction. This method of clearing up mysteries of Jesus
which proceeds by always obeying Him, is safe, because of the infi-
nitencss of Christ’s resources and wisdom. None but the eternal
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Christ demands, or has the right to demand, such a trust upon the
part of men.  Through this obedience we pass into the obedience of
Giod, and thus only do we understand God. This is the meaning of
the phrase in our prayer,—
Through Jesus Christ, our
lord.”

The six great stone ves-

s¢ls which stood in the ban- #
queting chamber had little
in  them now but the
it is

areen leaves which
Ltustoany to
put In water-
jars, that the water may
be kept cool notwithstand-
ine the intense Oriental heat.
They had served their purpose of purifi-
cation. Out of them the guests had taken
enough to wash their feet, on entering, and their faces, before partaking
of the feast prepared, and vessels had been washed in water drawn
from them. < Fill the water-pots with water,” said Jesus, ‘‘and they
were filled to the brim.” It was all symbolic of a gospel which, re-
vealing the fitness of God, generously fills the whole of life, and
occupies every portion of human nature with its inspirations. “‘And
He saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the chief man of
the feast.”  His divinity had not robbed Him of the entire humanity

AN OLD FOUNTAIN, ENVIRONS OF CANA.

_which expresses itself in perfect courtesy. Meantime the whole story

of the influence of Jesus in this world of need and commonplaces
wis told.  As the wine glowed to the brim of the great jars the
glory of the Christ was manifested. The governor of the feast was
surprised, not knowing whence the wine came; and calling the bride-
groom to him, he laughingly said: ** Every man at the beginning
doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that
which is worse; but thou hast kept the good wine until now.” He
unwittingly contrasted the world's way when Jesus is absent, with
the world's way when Jesus is present, but it does not appear that
he even became interested in the wonder-worker. The governor of
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the past is typical. Men rejoice in the results of Christ’'s presence
in the woild, but know not the loving and majestic Person from
whom law and civilization, good-weal and progress obtain their ini-
tiative and guidance.

Christ had manifested His glory through a perfectly human service.
A neighborly act had been done divinely. John the Baptist and his
program of asceticism, the method of monks and austere religionists
who retire from the world’s problem,—these were left behind by the
Nazarene Rabbi. At the very beginning of His public career, this
Son of Man had inaugurated a kingdom by one miracle, which
showed the nature and method of the kingdom. The invisible King
was less concealed in His Kingdom of the Invisible. In His king-
dom, life’s water was to be perpetually changed into wine. This
was the ‘‘beginning of miracles” with Jesus. All the miracles
that followed were to be accomplished after the same method.
Jesus the Christ filled law full with inflowing divinity. He had
expanded the action of lower laws into higher, and illustrated the
fact that the universe is a series of circling realities, one round break-
ing into another, the law that governs the one breaking into the
law that governs the round above it, until Christ, the Reason
(logos), of it all, *‘the Word made flesh,”—is Lord of all. Wine
1s sap plus divinity.

Jesus now found Himself known as one possessing powers
which, to His own time, were sure to offer constant temptation for
their exercise. Especially was He sure of the beseeching of persons
to whom a sign of religion is everything, and its spirit almost noth-

ing. Later on the Jews were often to acknowledge His claim as 3

Messiah, because of the demonstration made by these powers; and,
later still, a certain ill-conceived rationalism was to ask that these
works might be denied unto Jesus in order that men might believe
in His religion. He foresaw how long it would take a gross world,—
a world of men which had lost its normal command over nature by
the lawlessness of sin,—to get so far into true relations with nature
that His miracles would appear to be as natural to Him, as little
the interference with the course of nature, or the violation or sus-
pension of natural laws, as is the song to the genius of the psalmist,
or the melody of a linnet to the heart and throat of the bird. In
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the sense In which the word miracle is often used, Jesus worked no
miracle.  He simply lived at the source of all power. Love is
power, and He was in right relation unto nature. Nature had m

Jim its reasons for being. ‘At first hand with God,” He could not

help but heal, because He was good and kind; and He did it
whether, to those about Him, it was a satisfactory sign from heaven
or not. tle turned this water into wine just as naturally as He
always turned the meaningless into the meaningful,
and the useless
into the useful,
and the disap-
pointment of

life into a sat-
isfving joy. He
was so divinely
compassionate
that He poured
out His benev-
olencedivinely.
When the ac-
% +ion of the lower Law broke into

e o the action of the ‘higher law,

CHARACTERISTIC STREET IN NAZARETH. human lariguélge had no Other
name for it than the word mzracle, which at first only meant nothing
theological.  He had simply filled full, or fulfilled, the laws below and
honored them, until they yielded to greater laws. He was the Son
of humanity at home in His Father's universe, and He was ‘‘about
His Father's business.” He was soon to say: ** My Father worketh
hitherto, and I work.” The abstemious John was not like the Father
of Jesus. Jesus was; and Jesus entered into human life to enrich
it. It was not His work to give men more coins, but to give men
more inspirations,—to turn water into wine, and, by increasingly
demonstrating  the capacity of man to receive God and to work
according to God's plans, to forecast a civilization which shall be
the true church, the Lamb’s wife,” and a consummation of which
shall be ‘“the marriage-supper of the Lamb.” Dimly, perhaps, did
the disciples feel all this. God was in the humanity of Jesus, as
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they saw and knew it. ‘' And His disciples belicved on Him.” From
the first, Jesus was revealing God the Father as He came down
through His Sonship and wakened the sense of sonship in all men.
He also revealed man in lifting man up to God through His Son-
ship, and quickening in man the realization of every man’s power to
live divinely. ‘“He that believeth in Me,” said this same Jesus,
“‘the works that I do shall he do also, and greater works than
these shall he do, because I go to the Father.” Thus it is that
John truly says that this miracle showed forth His glory. But
mightier manifestations were yet to come.

CHAPTER XXIII
THE CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE

JESUS was now famous throughout the region. In many
respects Galilee, and Galilee only, was able to nurture and develop
what we may well call the Christianity of Jesus. It was as fitting
that its internal spirit should be developed and disciplined in Galilee,
A< 1t was that the leader and embodiment, —the Person Who was
itx origin as well as its destiny—should have been born
i Judea. A single well-known saying: ““No prophet
1riseth from Galilee,” is enough to indicate how much
more favorable was Galilee than Judea ;
{or the culture and training of the : ‘ >

new  faith., It was there com-
pelled to unfold its truest powers.
In Judea expectation would have
worked from without, 7,
and interfered with that
proof of its claims which
only a religion, accomplish-
ing its transformations from
within, may offer.  Galilee
without certain forms of
culture, Galilee. without self-
conceited leaders of thought,
Galilee despised and overrun
with ambitious foreigners, gave
jesus opportunity to marshal
and guide the quick and prophetic
torces of the new kingdom, con-
servative of the realities and care-
less of the artificialities of man's life. PILGRIMS ON THE WAY TO THE PASSOVER.
205
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As yet the fame of Jesus had not cclipsed the commanding rep-
utation of John the Baptist, though the name of Jesus was spoken
more often in the synagogues and at the firesides. Everywhere the
disciples of the Baptist were repeating his stern and animating mes-
sage and looking with exultation of hope for a new world.  John him-
self had not yet reaped the results of fearless eloquence uttered
in a world of enthroned iniquity, and while his star was waning in
the new dawn he was still precaching and baptizing.

It was impossible for the leaders of Judaism to make this fiery
orator a leader of any party within its ranks, without so reconstruct-
ing their ecclesiastical plans as to destroy them. Yet his influence
was felt even in Jerusalem. Destiny seemed to have but one pro-
gram. Let those whose spiritual thirst he had awakened, but could
not entirely satisfy, wander about in Galilee, or associate themselves
with this new Rabbi, Jesus, whom John had baptized, and who just
now had done a miraculous thing at Cana without consulting the
older Rabbis, and without paying any attention to the synagogue.

In a little time, it was evident, that, with something of delib-
eration, Jesus had chosen the little city of Capernaum as **His own
city.” He was not to remain long in this town now, but soon He
was to make it the center of His ministerial activity.

Capernaum 1s one more of the interesting places mentioned in
the life of Jesus of whose locality we are somewhat uncertain. We
cannot enter into the controversy, but the result of much recent explor-
ation and thought upon the part of scholars seems to be the opinion
that Capernaum occupied the site of the present Khan Mingyeh.
Indeed, the best geographers have gone so far as to fix'the place of
the ‘‘house of Jesus,” as Mark calls it, ‘‘the birthplace of the gos-
pel, as that northeast corner of fair Gennesaret, where the waves
beat now on an abandoned shore, but where once there was a quay
and a busy town, and the great road from East to West poured
its daily stream of life.” (Smith.) It is fairly certain that this city,

to which the mother and brothers of Jesus moved with Him, after- .

wards became known as an heretical neighborhood, which is probably
enough to connect it with the leader of the new religion and His
wonderful words and works. It was doubtlesss a community in
which the gospel of Jesus Christ had opportunity, for the space of
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those three years, to reach all sorts and conditions of men, and to
anfold, in variously constituted and educated humanity, its diverse
clements of power.

Along the roadway between the large and productive wheat-
ficlds came the caravans of Egypt, and they rested here on their
wav to Damascus. Rome bore testimony to her world-wide power
and influence by stationing a garrison, and she collected revenues
at Capernaum from the vast number of merchants who came up
from the sea-coast and were compelled to stop here at the doors of one
of Rome’s most important custom-houses. Teachers of repute met
tax-gatherers in the same streets, and the splendor of the public
buildings vied with the costly beauty of the synagogue. Capernaum
was the Jewish metropolis of Galilee,—the Galilee whi;h the new
gospel sought to influence, It was not so gorgeous as Tiberias, the
Roman capital of Galilee, which was named for the Roman Emperor,
and was grandly built by the luxury-loving Herod; but its commer-
cial activity furnished Jesus with more of the opportunity He desired
than could be granted to Him by the magnificent statuary, the
white colonnades, the huge bronze gates, the Roman officers, which
heathenism was placing in Tiberias, to the great sorrow of every
Jew. Up to the time of the building of Tiberias by Herod Anti-
pas, Sepphoris, a city which Jesus could see in His boyhood when
He climbed upon the hill-top near Nazareth, was the most influen-
tial city of the region. Now, however, it could give Jesus no such
chance to reach the nation as did Capernaum. The fertile region
round about the former, which was said to have flowed with milk
and honey, scarcely surpassed that which encircled fair Capernaum;
and Capernaum was a point from which news went out to all the
pleasant towns which Pliny says ‘skirted the lake.” Here splendor
and luxury confronted a Kingdom rapidly receiving its form in the
mind of a man whose outward characteristic was poverty. Here
Christianity also had the privilege of meeting scholarship; and this
was not only the scholarship of the Jews, who constantly felt that
the Galileans were too careless of Hebrew traditions; it was also the
scholarship which gathered its votaries from other nations and treated
them with respect in the synagogue. Not the least of important facts
was this, that, in this stirring Galilean city, Jesus met that profound
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respect for the law which was the characteristic of the religious
thought of Galilee, and was significant to one who proposed to fulfil]
the Law, rather than to gather the Scribes and Rabbis about Him
by His slavish attention to traditions. The history which He sav:z
repeated from the summit of Hermon yonder at the North, was all
prophecy uttering its animating eloquence in His soul; and just there
was the Lake of Gennesaret, lying like a great heart-shaped gem

DAMASCUS, FROM EAST GATE.

beyond the palms, edged with dark green oaks and flowering olean-
ders.  The upper platcaus which encircled it guarded rich and pro-
ductive gardens, and the white sails were waiting to take Him across
to one of those groves of olives and sycamores where He could
muse upon the plans of His Father and His God. Surely this was
the place where ‘ the land of Zcbulun and the land of Naphtali
beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles,” might be used as a seed-
bed for all the nations. DBehind Him was quiet Nazareth; before

Him was the ever-growing tragedy of the divine life of the Son of
Man.,
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1le was hardly settled in Capernaum before April came and, after
the usual thirty days of preparation which had fanned patriotic devo-
tion into a flame, Jesus found Himself with the multitude of eager
Pﬂgrims setting out for Jerusalem, to observe the Passover. Doubt-
Jess Simon and Andrew, who had walked along the edge of the lake
with Him until they were joined by James and John, had helped to
complete the preparations which the preceding month had seen going
on in that low roofed white cube which was called “¢ His house, 7 and
they were now traveling with Him toward the Holy City. There
must have been more than ordinary interest in Rabbi Jesus at this
time, for He had already, doubtless, read and taught in the syna-
gogue on Saturdays. Still He deficd classification. While He and
His brothers had adopted. many of the ways of the Essenes, He had
become a puzzle to them, because of the liberality of His conduct
toward the sinful and the despised. The houses which had opened
themselves to Him, and the masters who had placed their hospitality
and services at His disposal, were numerous; and some of the more
open-minded Galileans were repeating the allegories which they had
heard while sitting at His feet by the fireside after the Oriental
fashion. Yet there was a wide margin of mystery about His sayings
and a freedom and beautifulness in His conduct which charmed the
true and confounded the double-minded. Even now the people who
looked for every Rabbi to exercise the functions of a physician,—for
the Rabbis were the only doctors,—were asking if He could heal the
sick, as well as teach and comfort those who were strong.

As the long caravan moved toward Jerusalem, people from every
quarter joined them on the great roadway which had just been repaired,
as was customary before the feast, so that every bridge was safe and
every boulder removed; and it may have been that even then dis-
cussion had sprung up between the shrewd and greedy dealers who
had already been selling doves from their cages and animals from
their stalls in the country towns, and who objected to the fact that
some of the priests were urging their exemption from the annual
Temple-tax with an emphasis displeasing to the merchants. It all
grated upon the fine sensibilities of Jesus, and the whole controversy
quickened His conviction that He ought to hasten to the proclama-
tion of His kingdom. He already saw what a different sort of king-

N
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dom it was from that which they lived in. He saw that the only
place in which He could fully and powerfully declare its nature and
intimate its method, was in the Temple at Jerusalem. Now His
hour was nearly come, and it was very little like the hour with
the wedding party at Cana. As He came nearer to the great city,

and passed a sepulchre which had been whitened the day before, so
that no Jew might be polluted as he journeyed near it, He thought ;
of the dreadful pollution which worship had suffered under the very ;
eyes of those who had assumed sacerdotal leadership. At other
visits, He Himself had beheld scenes in the Temple which made that ‘
building not the embodiment of the history and hope of Hebrewdom,
but an offensive expression of the degradation of Israel, and the §

sensuous immorality of its devotees. For what was His baptism,

and His Temptation, and His visions of the Fatherhood of God, if 5
the Father's House could not be cleansed for the service and inspi-
ration of the human brotherhood? Again would His conception of §
God’s Fatherhood and His own place as the Son of Man compel
Him, in the very Temple, where, asa little boy, He had learned that }
He ‘“must be about His Father’s business,” to break in upon the 1
habits and practices of the sons of men. He heard in His heart the §
prophecy of four hundred years before: ‘Behold, I shall send my E
messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, |

whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the
T messenger of §

the covenant,

THE SEA OF GALILEE FROM TIBERIAS. the

whom ye de-
light in: be-
hold, he shall
come, saith
the Lord of §
Hosts. And }
he shall sit as
a refiner and S
purifier of sil-
ver; and he
shall purify j

sons of
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Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto
the T.ord an offering in righteousness.”

This feast would gather together Jews of all sorts, from all por-
tions of the world over which Israel’s sons had been scattered. Here
they would see the triumph of the later Judaism which had con-
cealed its unspirituality only partially beneath the robes of ceremon-
ialism. Here also would they not see the inauguration of a reign of
rightcousness which would fulfill the Holy Law?

This was perhaps as far as His thought had gone, when He
arrived at the Temple. There were the money-changers doing a
thriving business. Crowds were flocking close to the tables, asking
that the various kinds of coin from Egypt and Greece, from Persia
and distant Roman colonies, might be so exchanged that every devotee
would be possessed of the sanctuary half-shekels in which alone the
Temple-tax, which maintained the Tabernacle service, could be paid
exactly, and by the use of which Jews could again show their dislike
of the coins which bore the symbolism and inscriptions of the heathen.
The little banks were wedged in between the shops where doves and
animals were sold, and all these things so took up the space in the
precincts of the Temple that it was almost impossible to push through
the throng collected near the gate Shusan, on that April morning.
The rich and the poor were pouring into the treasury a sum for
Temple tribute from which these greedy bankers were realizing hand-
some profits, the charge for exchange and the deductions made on
worn coins being very heavy. These monarchs of discount were not
more noisy in their bargaining and protesting than were the dealers
m sacrificial offerings, who often assisted in obtaining the approval
of the Levites for animals concerning which there were disputes as
to quality and price. This, however, had occurred, for the most
part, outside the Temple enclosure. But now inside, very exorbitant
Prices were charged to the poor, and in addition to the desecration
of the sacred precincts, the scandalous fact loomed up that the
Profits of these licensed thieves, who really controlled the market at
the Temple, were turned into the pockets of the sons of the High
Priest, "

It is almost certain that Jesus at once entered into one of these
Temple bazaars, which were the property, and one of the principal
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sources of income of the family of Annas,” and there, ¢ where the
Sanhedrin held its meetings at the time,” as Edersheim points out,
He uttered Idis indignation and executed His act of holiness. The
face of Caesar on coins which had been exchanged for the half-shekels
demanded by the rites, were not so abhorrent to Him as the out-
rageous irreverence and the hateful pollutions which He beheld.  He
did not stop for a moment to consider whether He possessed any
other right than that of the Son of the Father and the Son of Hu-

manity. This prerocative was sufficient. If He had meditated for :
¥ p g

a moment, He could have seen HHis crucifix standing yonder on Gol-
gotha, “outside the city wall.” It was His only to obey. Ie

grasped a few of the cords with which the animals had been bound 3
or some of the rushes which were scattered about, and ‘‘when He |
had made a scourge, He drove them all out of the Temple, and the }
sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers’ money, and over- 1

threw the tables.”

Godet finely says that ‘‘this scourge was not an instrument, but ]
an emblem. It was a sign of authority and judgment. If it had §
been a matter of physical action, the mecans would have been dis- @
proportional to the end, and the effect would be still more so to the §
cause.” Truly Jesus was illustrating the powers of the unseen King §
of the Kingdom of the unsecen. Stronger than the blue-mantled §
shoulder of Moab yonder, was His imperial, will. Brighter than the }
roofs of gold above the Temple was His purpose at once divine and 1
human. More penetrating than the bleating of the sheep or the cries
of those who were trading in oxen and goats, was the swish of those §
cords or reeds, accompanied by the words of Jesus, when He said: §
«“Take these things hence; make not My Father's house a house of
exchange.” Mount Olivet, where the dovecotes of the High Priest §
yielded their revenue, felt the report from that scourge. The vocif- 1
erent sellers and their noisy customers were silenced. The young
Galilean saw the glittering coins roll to the steps of Solomon’s Porch ,
and against the marble walls. Those overturned tables marked a3
turn in the current of human worship, and Jesus, the Son of His §
Father, had made His Father's house once more a sacred place. §
The Son of Humanity had more profoundly than ever emphasized

the Brotherhood of Man.
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Every trafficker fled. It was a demonstration of power in the
presence  of weakness,—power of conscience in the presence of
thie weakness of mercenary formalism and faithless greed. It was a
scene not at all different in its essential significance, from that in
which He had stood years before as a Galilcan boy, animated with
the filial spirit which then undertook His Father's business and began
its crusade against sensuousncss and ceremonialism.  The indignation
of Jesus at this point reveals only the other side of a character whose
onc aspect we saw in the tender and loving act of supplying wine
for the wedding-feast at Cana. This is the love which is zﬂways
rightcous; that was the righteousness which 1s always loving. The
whole life of Jesus is a tapestry woven of the same threads, by the
same fihal spirit.

Already the Temple was crumbling to picces before Him, and
the Temple of Humanity was Dbeing revealed in the midst of the
ruins thereof. Instantly, the authorities, who fancied that they alone
were guarding the sacredness of the Temple, showed the externalism
of their religiousness by crying out:  *What sign showest thou unto
us, sceing that thou doest-these things?” While His disciples were
remembering the ancient words of the Psalmist:  *“The zeal of thine
house shall eat me up,” Jesus, having reflected upon the fact that
these Temple-guardians had entirely missed the truth as to what
constituted 1irreverence in the Temple, or the real sacredness of the
Temple itself, flashed forth a reply which declared the whole mission
and character of the Son of Man, and required long vyears for its
complete understanding. Placing Iis hands, as He doubtless did,
upon His own body, He bore witness to the fact that there was
something in the world far more sacred than all the gleaming marble
and revered altars of that proud structure amidst whose costly splen-
(ﬂl(‘)rs e was standing. This was the Temple of Humanity. In the
furious flame of their opposition” to what e had just done, Ie fore-
saw that they would probably destroy Him ultimately. He said:
“Destroy this Temple, and in three days 1 will raise it up.”
~ To them this was a mysterious utterance, audacious as it was
absurd; to us it must ever seem incomprchensible, if we do not un-
der\tand that Jesus was here revealing Himself as the Son of Human-
ity, manifesting forth the sacredness of man above that of the Temple
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itsclif.  The eyes of the Jews could discern only the grandeur of their
ancient system and the glory ot those crowned terraces which forty-
sin vears had labored in vain to establish and to complete. They
conld not see the grandeur of man as He saw it. Jesus was still to
reveal human nature and its possibilities under God's grace, so that
the Temple, with its courts and porches, its huge gates and superb
terraces, its shining pinnacles and snowy walls without; its retinue of
priests and golden altar, its glowing censers and sacred veils within,
would vanish away before the very power which had created it and
which had risen to nobler hours by the use of it as an aggregation
of svmbols.  Man would prove to be the ultimate shrine of God.
He was making real the words which John would hear on Patmos:
«I3ehold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell
with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be
with them, and be their God.” The instant He used the word 7Zemple,
He bhad attacked the formalism which was at length to kill him. It
would be the development of the wrath which He saw at that moment
in their faces, that would finally demand His blood and then the
authorities should attempt the destruction of His body on yonder
Calvary. He foresaw not only His fate, but also His power in such
a fate. **Destroy this Temple,” He said, referring to His body,
vand T will raise it up in three days.” ‘

They had asked for a sign; that is, for some external fact which
would demonstrate to them His right to do what He had done.
Jesus” thought went beyond them, to the whole of humanity; and He
mtimated that there would be a sign which would satisfy the whole
human brotherhood. It would be a sign which would attest the value
and truth of His faith in the Divine Fatherhood. It would be a sign
which would intimate much as to the possibilitics of Humanity under
God's grace. It was the sign of His resurrection. The gospel of
Jesus the Christ had then been truly preached by the King of the
Kingdom. In this preaching, Jesus had gone so deeply into its nature
that by and by, when He was on trial for His life, they could not
foreet that, on this day, He said somecthing which they might dis-
tort into words like these: I will destroy the visible Temple of
Jehovah; and in three days I will re-build it.” Stephen, at a later
date, would hear his accusers cry out: “We have heard him say,
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that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change
the customs which Moses delivered to us.” The contest was now on
between a lofty humanism and a vengeful sacerdotalism.

So all His life through He forbade Himself, so far as poss&ble,
the working of wonders; and when they :
came as signs they were such as pre-
pared man for His one all-convincing
act of rising from
the dead. So was
He true to the spir-
itual Fatherhood =X
Universal and to
the spiritual Son-
ship  Universal.
He knew He could
reach the Sonship
of His brothers if
He could get them
to believe in an-
swer to His de-
mand: ** Accept
me for what I am,
rather than for what
I do.” Jesus was
the divine foe of
sensationalism, be-
cause of His own
spirituality.

That this inci-
dent of cleansing
the sanctuary pro-
duced no greater tumult amongst the multitudes in and
about the Temple, even the money- -changers and dealers in animals
and doves required for offerings in the service, and the idle popula-
tion of a city attached to the sanctvary with so much fanaticism,
seems remarkable, until we remember that thousands of good men
who had come up to the fcast were aware of the offense unto God

PASSOVER OFFERINGS.
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JERUSALEM AND SURROUNDINGS.

and man which Jesus had just sought to abolish. The conduct of
Jesus at this point would not have surprised even the leaders of
Israel, if He had not been a Galilean, who, to their eyes, was the
protégé of John the Baptist, and if, on the other hand, He had
ever publicly assumed the place of a reformer such as they antic-
ipated.  John the Baptist had been heard with eagerness, and he
had spoken to vast and sympathetic audiences, made responsive
unto him partly because he proposed a general rcformation as a
preparation to the reception of the Messiah. The atmosphere was
therefore such that Jesus could not have wholly failed to attract
the attention of many of His hearers to the justice of His act of
reform. He had sown a seed of thought in the mind of Hebrew-
dom which instantly took root, in spite of the irony of the authorities
Wl.m said: “Forty and six years was this Temple in building, and
wilt thou rear it up in three days?”
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It was not to be expected that these Jews could suddenly de-
liver themselves from sensuous thoughts concerning the Temple, and
so clearly apprehend what Jesus meant as to the Temple of Humanity
and its future in Himself, as to care much about the profounder sig-
nificance of His remark. What He said certainly did unfold in their
thought as a very dangerous utterance, but then it was doubtless taken
to be the remark of a harmless enthusiast who had wit enough to know
that a protest ought to be made against the corruption of the priest-
hood. The act of Jesus, indced, may have recommended Him to
many a noble man as an act of righteousness against an abominable
traffic in the sacred place. The Roman garrison was there in the fortress
at the corner of the Temple, only too ready to march forth and
quell a tumult; but the Jewish authorities did not ask for soldiers.
They only asked for “‘a sign;” and Jesus gave them one which they
could not understand. He could wait. In a short time, and by their
own guilt, they would fulfill His sign. Both the Temple of marble
and the Temple of His human flesh would be destroyed. But the
veil of the Temple would be rent in twain, from the top to the bottom,
when Jesus’ body endured the anguish of crucifixion. This Temple
of Humanity would be raised up in three days. This would be the
re-building of Man. Judaism would be wrecked; the Christian church,
which is ““His body,” would survive and reign. The true shrine of
God’s presence in the world would be human. Within its noble
architecture, spiritual forces would be supreme, and its glory should
never pass away.

'this only because they ‘‘saw

CHAPTER XXIV
THE VISIT OF NICODEMUS.

I'T is not surprising that after such an exercise of authority which
proceeded from His loyal obedience to His Father, many ‘‘believed in
His name when they saw the miracles which He did.” True authority
is the affluence of power and power grows by use only. That mir-
acles should follow the increase of power which was His, because
He had nobly used the power He already had, was natural; and it
must be considered an event strlctl} in the
divine order which we know in the his-
tory of all moral energy and
spiritual achievement. The
new power must gird itself

with new wonders; the

ewly learned lyric must
brmg with it a new ac-
companiment. But the
evangelist 1s careful to
say that these good peo-
ple only b¢/zwm’ in s
nmm.’ That 1is, they
accepted a phrase con-
cerning Him, which, to
them, appeared applic-
able unto Him. They .
approved a designation
which pointed Him out
with distinctness, as Fe moved
with other men; and they did )

NICODEMUS’ VISIT AT NIGHT.
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the miracles which He did.” At this critical juncture in the devel-
opment of His ideal and in the establishment of IHis mecthod, Jesus
was not to be overjoyed by the impression which He had thus made
upon curious and unspiritual men.  He saw that their faith was super-
ficial; it was scnsuous. It did not rely upon the truths, but rather
upon the cvents which came to them. He would not rely upon it;
least of all would He invite any of these new believers to join His
little band of disciples. When He chose disciples, 1t was because
they * belicved o2z Him.” The evangelist tells us that *“Jesus did
not commit Himself unto them, because He knew all men. And
needed not that any should testify of man; for He knew what was
in man.’

The Temptation, His cxperience with those who now constituted

His chosen inner circle, and especially this recent conflict in which §

He had been wvictorious over the externalism which trafficked so

basely in the Temple, had given Him a deeper understanding of

humanity, its perils and its possibilities. /e Ancw what was in
man.” He saw that the faith that saves must be a saving faith, in

this, that it enlists and develops the elements of human character 3
which survive and animate, because they are divine. He would not _
under-estimate and degrade man and man's power to be Godlike, by §
inviting him into a visible kingdom to do homage to a visible king,—
this would be only to continuc the less spiritual ministry of the

Temple which was artificial and temporal. He would not over-esti-
mate man and man’s power to be Godlike, by forgetting that the
human soul must rise into its nobility, by being lovingly attached to
a King Whose royalty is invisible to the senses and to a kingdom
whose greatest forces must be unknown to sight and hcaring. He
would attach men to the unseen God. This would be to create a
worship essential and eternal. **He knew what was in man,” and,
just as a little time ago, He could not be satisfied with the faith of
Nathanael, until He laid its foundations rightly, so now He would
not assume, to use the phrase of Luthardt, that these people of Jeru-
salem had given themselves morally unto Him, for He knew He had
not succeeded in giving Himself morally unto them.

So much for the message and method of Jesus as He deals with

a crowd which had thronged on the Eastern Gate of the Temple
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an<t followed Him down from Solomon's Porch. How will He handle
a scparate and more inquiring soul?

Nicodemus was a Jewish gentleman, as well as a ruler in Israel.
The fanaticism of his people and his city had indeed touched him,
but it had left him teachable and thoughtful. The bigotry of his
time had entered into his mental processes and given them direction,
but he was still candid and intelligent.  When Jesus met him as he
advanced toward Him in the darkness of the night, there was
revealed a timid conservative whose mind was experiencing the fer-
ment occasioned by the advent of new ideas. The eloquence of john
the Baptist was echoing yet with its stern messages, even in the
haunts of the learned and wealthy. Nicodemus was a member of
the Sanhedrin of Jerusalem, and was doubtless one of the Pharisees
in hich station who had beheld the somewhat disorderly proceeding
of Jesus, whom Nicodemus thought of as the young prophet from
Galilce who had done a wise thing in an unwise manner, in the
Temple. It was not to be expected that a man so highly cultured
and Joftily stationed as was he, should entirely escape the over-cau-
tiousness which came from his peculiar education and high position.
He had indeed shown that a generous radicalism was possible to his
nature; for he had overcome difficultics, which must have been very
embarrassing, Dbefore he, a rich and aged member of the San-
hedrin, obtained the consent of his mind even to inquire, at
such a time, of the opinions and thoughts of a Galilean peasant.
He must have been strongly impressed with the personality and
power of Jesus, and seriously shaken in his confidence that current
Judaism was sufficient for the hour. Otherwise he would not have
approached this untrained man, to acknowledge Him as ‘‘a teacher
come from God,” and to ask questions of Him concerning the deepest
and most critical matters in the religious thought of the Hebrews.

It is a story typical of all conservative intellectualism in religion.
Nicodemus always comes to Jesus ‘‘by night.” The mental habit
which clings to its traditional self-importance and which often trembles
for its safety when it is unattended by hoary precedents, is willing
to journey toward the Light of the world only through darkness.
There must be a cover for retreat, if things prove undesirable. It

.Would have exposed Nicodemus to the contempt of his fellow-San-




222 THE MAN OF GAL/ILEE.

hedrists, had it not rendered his position unsafe, in spite of his
wealth, if, at the moment when Jerusalem was most prejudiced
against anything Galilean, he had been seen in the company of the
young Rabbi from Nazareth, who had bchaved so audaciously at the
Temple. Nicodemus knew that Jesus was already under suspicion,
and that, if things went on as they had been going on, He and His
followers would suffer violence. Probably Nicodemus, who was
charmed and uplifted by the moral enthusiasm of Jesus, was desir-
ous of wooing Him back into the company of men who were con-
servative and yet anxious for a better day. He had set out in all
honesty, as an aged Rabbi anxious to do a good service to his
younger contemporary as well as to Israel.  There 1s just a httle

unconscious patronage in his first utterance: ‘‘Rabbi, we know
that thou art a teacher come from God,” and there is a current of

the higher rationalism apparent, when Nicodemus adds: ‘‘For no
man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with
him.” The intellectualism represented by Nicodemus, traveling
through much darkness unto Jesus, always patronizes a little and
exhibits its power of reasoning with evident satisfaction. Like Nico-
demus here, it is often fated by its own timidity to miss the
regenerating love of Jesus. It is an aftair of the head, of course,
not of the heart. All that Nicodemus ever did, despite his great
powers and his honest intentions, was to stand with Jesus, later on,
at His trial and make a plea for a fairness such as he did not give
to Jesus on this night in question, and, later still, to put his wealth
and high standing at the service of the dead body of the One who
might have given him a place among the saints and the riches of
the eternal life. He never got beyond giving Jesus a poor justice
and an excellent funeral. Neither does any sort of rationalism come
nearer to the real Christ.

The name Nicodemus is Greek, and he was Greek in his mental
character and method. He was generously thoughtful and speculative.
Jesus at once knew him to be sincere and discerning. He may have
read in the mind of Nicodemus that the Pharisee really thought that
He might be the Messiah. But Nicodemus felt that he might be
mistaken, and so, lest he would be giving the interesting young Gali-
lean an unwarranted publicity, he came to Him ‘‘by night.” Nico-
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demus was a master of Jewish lore, ahd a profound expositor of the
Law. While it was an age of miracles, and Rabbis were expected
to perform miracles, there was something so remarkable either about
the number or about the character of the miracles of Jesus, that he
was attracted to His personality. They were such miracles as Nico-
demus anticipated from the hands of the Messiah, when He should
come. Besides this, Jesus had begun, as the Messiah was expected
to begin, by such a reform in the Temple as honored the Holy
Law. Nicodemus would at least like to ask Him a few questions as
to His future. Not ready to make open avowal of his half-formed
conviction that Jesus was the Messiah, he approached the point of
the inquiry which was lying uneasily in his own mind, by giving an
intimation to Jesus of his interest in what Jesus was about to do.
Jesus saw at once that it was no time for compromises or mere
politeness, and He said unto the elder and revered Rabbi: ‘“Verily,
verily, "—thus indicating the emphasis which His own soul placed
upon the truth that He was about to utter,—1I say unto thee, ex-
cept a man be born again he can not see the kingdom of God.”
Never did a verily, verily,” of Jesus more solemnly emphasize
the mental and spiritual difficulty which His statement was to con-
front, or more truly indicate that the next words He was to speak
were to constitute a great step forward in the development of the
inherent and essential idea of His Kingdom. Nicodemus had been
feeling about for some further information as to the new movement;
to Jesus this new movement was described as «* the Kingdom of God.”
He Himself had discovered Himself as ¢the Son of God.” Divinity
was being revealed in His humanity. The universal Fatherhood of
God which Jesus realized in His own sinless Sonship, had made Him
conscious of the universal brotherhood of the human family under
God, and He, the Son of God, had called Himself ‘‘the Son of
Humanity.” Jesus saw that, to get into this realm of the Divine
Fatherhood which He had discovered by His own Sonship, a man
must be born into it, ‘‘born from above” He must be vitally con-
nected with a Fatherhood such as He Himself felt, before He could
even *see” the universal Brotherhood of men around about IHim. That
Brotherhood is essentially spiritual.  The inability to ‘‘see the King-
dom of God,” the father-land of the Father, and to realize the uni-
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verse as the home of God’s countless sons, in which His Kingdom
is a Kingdom of Love, is a moral inability. If a man is looking at
things from the point of view and with the eyes of men “born from
beneath,” and having only temporary and earthly relationships, the
invisible and eternal Kingdom of God cannot be discerned, But if
a man is ‘“born from above,” and is looking at things from the point
of view, and with the sight of humanity < born from above,” then the
Kingdom of God will be realized as all-inclusive and supreme.

All the way through this story of Nicodemus there is a sugges-
tive emphasis upon the word man. Because the Kingdom of God,

which Jesus was revealing as the Father of all men, is the true j

Kingdom of Humanity, Jesus keeps the emphasis on the word man,

while He answers the unexpressed thoughts in the mind of Nicode-
mus. It was a tremendous utterance even for the scholarly and hos- §
pitable mind of Nicodemus to receive. It was impossible for him §
now to think of Jesus as only a great social reformer who had come 3§
to revolutionize politics, or change the manners of men. Jesus was §
indeed to inaugurate a process which should renovate society, but §
He was to accomplish His transformation by getting His brother- §
men to live ‘‘from above” downward, instead of ‘*from beneath” ; '
upward; He was to get them to look upon earth from a heavenly
point of view, instead of looking upon heaven from an earthly point §
of view. It was His to quicken and develop the sense of each man’s §
essential and dear relationship unto the Fatherhood above all other
fatherhoods, so that each man might find himself in a brotherhood §
dearer and more nearly universal than all other brotherhoods. It was 3
a moment when a man was invited to look at his birthright and to §

regard the experiences when his soul sang:

¢1 knew not yet the gauge of time,
Nor wore the manacles of space;
1 felt it in some other clime,
I saw it in some other place,
*Twas when the heavenly house I trod,
And lay upon the breast of God.”

If Nicodemus, the Rabbi trained in the approved schools, did
not now behold the majesty of this Rabbi who had thus again drawn. &
through His sinless Sonship from the resources of His Father's Father- §
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hood, until He stood there clad in the moral authority of the Son
of God, Jesus would yet be patient. Nicodemus must still be per-
mitted to ask such questions as move in a mind dazed and bewil-
dered by sudden and infinite light. Men like Nicodemus had looked
upon the kingdom of God which was to come as an affair of earth;
they thought it would be the consummation of this present life for
the Jew. If another birth were a necessity to get into it, or even
to discern it, Nicodemus had not been in the habit of entertaining
thoughts which would lead him to suppose that this second birth
must be different in its nature from the first. He therefore said:
«Cun a man enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be
born?" The answer of Jesus came swiftly, and though it was long,
it left Nicodemus scarcely less astonished than before; but, as we
shall notice, Nicodemus had taken a step toward the right apprehen-
sion of Jesus and the Kingdom. This was the answer of Jesus:
“Verily, verily, 1 say unto thee, except a man be born of water and
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. That which
is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.
The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof,
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is
everyone that is born of the Spirit.”

Jesus spoke these words to a man learned in the Old Testa-
ment. In the mind of Jesus there were still recollections of what He
had said to Nathanael, the ‘‘Israelite without guile,” and He remem-
bered how impressive to Nathanael were His utterences with refer-
ence to the story of Jacob, who became Zsrae/. Now Jesus was
counting upon the Old Testament scholarship of Nicodemus, and the
fact that Nicodemus had been influenced by the preaching and bap-
tism of John the Baptist. Admission by baptism to fellowship with
the Jews was conceivable, if even then it had not been common.
Thus they were made clean of heathenism. It was a symbol of their
haturalization, as we would say. Besides, John the Baptist, mn his
reform, seeking a fellowship of holiness, had urged baptism upon
Gentile and Jew alike. Nicodemus could understand the neces-
Sity for repentance, for he did not forget the promise contained in

the words of Ezekiel: Then ye shall remember your own evil
15
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ways, and your doings that were not good, and shall loathe your-
selves in your own sight for your iniquities and for your abomina-
tions.” And John the Baptist had said of Jesus, that He would bap-
tize with the Holy Spirit. This new baptism symbolized by water
purification surely was a baptism for Jew and Gentile alike, and it 4
was to be the accompaniment of a new birth into the kingdom of }
holiness and spiritual things. All this would not have been so §
bewildering, if Jesus had not been eager to preach His gospel of S
Humanity. This rested on His conviction that birth was not the 4l
beginning of a soul; it was but an event marking a man's progress §
toward his real self. Man is intrinsically not an earth-being, but a
universe-being. He must be born into the realm of the Universal
Father, and hence born oxt of his petty exmten(,e as a thing of time §
and sense. He is a foreigner, not a ]
citizen, until that event occurs.
Jesus was trying to help
Nicodemus out of the dif-
ficulty he was having with
the phrase ‘““born from
above.” He now made
His teaching more con-
crete; and He put it into
the form of a duty nearer
to Nicodemus. He went
upon the presumption that
Nicodemus would not forget
the words of John the Bap-
tist and His baptism, as well
as the testimony borne to
Jesus Himself by the /
Baptizer, and Nico-
demus had probably
heard of the descent of
the Holy Spirit upon -
Him at the Jordan;
and so, He now sub-
stituted for the phrase,

MOSES AND THE BRAZEN SERPENT.
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< porn Jrom above,” which He used in His first answer, this phrase,
whorn of the waler and of the Spirit,” in His second. He went fur-
ther, and, instead of saying as before, ‘“He cannot see,” He said: <“He
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” To make things still more
clear, if it were possible, He intimated that the gencration of the
spiritual life has its law, like that of the generation of the natural
life. Jesus did not believe in any gospel of self-culture. He preached
no scheme of self-development, by means of moral decencies or anx-
jously executed improvements. He had no hope in legalisms and the
obedience of restraining rules. He had hope only in the regenera-
tion of men, “‘from above.” He appealed to him, as a teacher of
Isracl, accustomed to understand /foze men become citizens of Israel
—that is, how they ‘“enfer 7nto” rather than merely sce a kingdom,
and He urged Nicodemus not to marvel/ that He, a younger Rabbi,
whose loyalty to His Father's Fatherhood is here as intense as it
was in the Temptation, or on the bank of the Jordan, or within the
Temple in the Holy City, should say: * Ye must be born again,”—
and thus urge upon all what had been the experience of _Jacob-Isracl.

It is very certain that the doctrine of the new birth was so
involved in the thought of other religions, and especially of the reli-
gion to which Nicodemus was devoted, that Jesus had the right to
expect that so thoughtful and learned a Rabbi should not marvel at
it.  Dr. Geikie calls especial attention to the fact that Socrates says
to his disciple Euthymius: ¢ No one can sce the wind, but its effects
arc apparent, and when it comes, we feel it. In the same way the
soul of man, if in some respects human, has something in it of the
divine. For it is clear that it reigns with kingly authority in us,
yet we do not see it.  We should reflect on this, and not set light
by what may not be seen, but since our soul shows its majesty by
its effects, we should honor the divine that is thus with us.” A mod-
ern poet was not the first to feel his soul singing:

¢« And, O, for the man to arise in me
That the man I am may cease to be.”

And Browning’s Cleon is only a type of many who mused:

¢ 1 dare at times imagine to my need
Some future state unlimited in capability,
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For joy as this is in the desire for joy,

To seeck which the joy hunger forces us:

That, stung by straitness of our life, made strait
On purpose, to make prized the life at large,
Freed by the throbbing impulsc we call death,
We burst there as the worm into the fly.”

To Jesus, the life in eternity was possible to all men; for He had
realized here and now. The throbbing impulse which Jesus brought
in Himself was not ‘‘death,” but rLire; the warmth of His brotherli-

ness was to quicken the son in each creature-man and liberate him 4

in time into the life Eternal. This was and is the new birth; the
process is the only true conversion.

Probably so soon as Nicodemus dimly felt this truth from afar f’

and received a partial explanation of Jesus, in His own words con-

cerning the blowing wind and the mysterious influence of the Spirit |

whose power is known only in its result, he found himself in some
true accord with the thought of the young Rabbi; for Nicodemus no

longer treated the process as impossible. On the other hand, he
as if he would acknowledge that |

said: ‘*How can these things be?”
the event spoken of was possible, but was in the dark as to the
manner of its coming. Then Jesus answered and said unto him:
“Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?” The
very word /Jsrae/ must have brought back the story of the transfor-
mation of Jacob into /s7ae/, and that was the new birth. Jacob was
“born from above” at Peniel. He had been untrue to the universal
Brotherhood; and he was a fugitive, because of his treatment of Esau.
He was only ‘‘a Supplanter,” as the name Jacob indicates. He
came, at Peniel, into fraternal relationships with essential humanity,
through coming into filial relationships with God. The Fatherhood
of God inspired in him the Brotherhood of Man. But how was this
brought about? ‘4 man wrestled with Jacob, until daybreak and
Jacob broke through the earthly life when he touched ‘‘the hollow of
his thigh,” and he found that it was ‘‘out of joint.” God had re-
vealed Himself to Jacob through a man. *And Jacob asked him,
and said, Tell me, T pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore
is it that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there.

And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for T have seen God

THE MAN OF GALLLEF 229
face to face, and my life is preserved.” No longer was he Jacob,
but Zsrael.  Jesus asked Nicodemus to remember this, when He used
the words:  ““Art thou a teacher of Israel, and understandest not

these things?”  The Galilean Rabbi saw men, like Jacob, in false and
bitterly sad relations with the Father of All.  In the light of His
ginlessness, He saw that sin had made the feud. This came from
the fact that men had gone back on their sonship to God, in rebel-
lion. They had become mere creatures. He, by His brotherhood
to them, would establish their sonship. He would have them live
unto God, not unto themselves.

Then Jesus took another step forward in the development of His
teaching. He said: *We speak that we do know and testify that
we have seen;” and He prefaced this by His emphatic words:
« 7yuly; truly.” He appealed to the cxperience of those who dwell
in the Kingdom and realize their Sonship unto God, the Universal
Father. The truths of His Kingdom were not entirely new; some
things Jesus had said to Nicodemus about the higher life on its
carthly side. Other men—His disciples—had felt their Sonship unto
God through being quickened by the self-revealing Sonship of Jesus.
Of course, they had no language yet in which to tell it, but from the
earthly side, yet others perceived the change, by many things. These
he ought not to gainsay. He now told him: *“If I have told you
earthly things, and ye believe not. how shall ye believe, if 1 tell you
of heavenly things?” In quick transition, but proceeding yet more
fundamentally with His exposition of the subject, Jesus said: ‘‘And
no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from
heaven, even the Son of Man which is in heaven.” Here again He
uscd the phrase, ‘‘the Son of Man,” but He spoke of Himself as
“lhe Son of Man which is in heaven.” This last phrase may be an
earlv gloss, but it perfectly sets forth the thought of Jesus, which,
later on, He wrought out many times, saying, for example, to the
woman of Samaria, that God and heaven are where those souls are
whose childhood lives upon His Fatherhood. Jesus lived perpetually
in heaven, and He would have all others live in heaven, also.

And now Jesus must go further with His thought of the fate and
destiny of Himself as the **Son of Humanity.” He has already told
Nicodemus that He Himself came down from hecaven, that He lived
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from above downward, and that He was the ‘“Son of Humanity.” §
Now, He says, ‘“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth }
on Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” This was another §
appeal to the learned Jew, the expositor of Moses, to whom He was §
speaking. Here Jesus began to usc that phrase, “‘wmaust be.” A §
divine necessity ran through all His freedom. Jesus saw His exal- §
tation morally, into some kind of true coronation-hour as the King $il8
of this kingdom of which He was speaking. It may have involved the§

idea of death, in the mind of Jesus, Who already saw the forces;
arrayed against Him; if so, Nicodemus was looking for the elevation §
of the Messiah, in quite another way. Jesus recalled to him the§
serpent of brass, in the time of the Hebrew exodus from Egypt,
and Nicodemus thought with Him of the perishing Israelites§
who looked upon it with faith and survived. The serpent had long}
ago become the symbol of health and medicine. Jesus Himself would's
furnish health and medicine,—even life, to those who believed‘on'
Him. As conspicuously as the brazen serpent was exalted in thej
camp of Israel, so would He be somehow lifted up in the camp of3
Humanity. Serpents were then poisoning and killing men, and, using]
this Egyptian symbol which the Israelites understood perfectly, §
Moses knew that the looking upon the serpent with faith wouldj
save them. The Serpent thus saved them from the serpents. The4
“Son of Humanity” was here to save men from the ills brought by §
humanity. Long after this, Paul would so discern the truth of Christ’s
perfect humanness, that the apostle would say that God, who had§
made Christ ‘i the likeness of sinful flesh,” went so far that He§
made ¢ Christ to be sin for us.” The serpent as the symbol of sin
had won a victory in old Eden, for there Humanity had been dis- 4
loyal to the Fatherhood of God, in the disobedience of eating of the 3
forbidden fruit. ““The Son of man,” in profoundest loyalty to the3
Fatherhood of God, would use this serpent-symbol, by which the §
sufferers of Israel recovered, and, bearing the sins of men, He would §
once more win man to such Sonship unto His Father God, that men
would say: ‘*Abba, Father.” The cross was uncut as yet from §
yonder forest tree; but it was growing for Jesus. Dr. John Watson &
says truly: ““The action of the cross on sin is as simple in its higher ]
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sphere as the reduction of fever by antipyrine or of inflammation
of a counter-irritant in physical disease.

This was, and is, eternal life. There is nothing unnatural about
the process. A man cannot thoroughly believe in Jesus as the Christ,
in this sense, and be perishing. Eternal life is not something that
will be given him arbitrarily or mechanically. There is such vitaliz-
ing power for the soul of a man, in believing in Jesus as the Son
of His Father—a Brother who reveals His human brothers’ Sonship
unto the same Father, that the man who hath that belief hath
eternal life.  Having realized his divine lineage by faith in Jesus as
God's Son, a man has broken out of the limitations of this earthly
life. where death is possible and potent, and he lives in the eternity
of God, and subsists upon the permanencies of the Almighty. This,
it is, to be ‘‘created anew in Christ Jesus.” The man, then, acts
from motives that run unto and through time, from eternity; and he
shall not sce death, for, as Jesus proceeded to say: *‘God so loved
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God
sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the
world through Him might be saved: He that believeth on Him is
not condemned; but he that believeth not is condemned already, be-
cause he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of
God.  And this is the condemnation, that light is- come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds
were evil.  For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that
docth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made mani-
fest. that they are wrought in God.”

So Jesus told the secret of the life eternal to the upright Jew.
The Son of Man had committed Himself, at last, and to a member
of the Sanhedrin. He saw His way to His throne; and it was by
way of an exaltation in which He should bear the sins of the world.
Perhaps He did not contemplate a violent death, as yet; but faith
in Jesus Christ, * believing wporn Him,” (as the preferable reading
is). means the acceptance of Him, as one who illustrates His Mes-
siaship, not by conquering Rome, but by conquering sin, at all
hazards. < God so loved the world,"—these words were the an-
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nouncement of a world-wide Fatherhood manifested through the Son, - - ]

Who, because He was sinless, saw farthest into Ilis Father's nature
and plan. Nicodemus was not born into the realm of that Universal
Fatherhood; and he could not ‘‘sec” the Kingdom of Jesus and God
His Father. The Judaism to which Nicodemus still clung had con-
demned the world, as a whole; and it proposed to save itself through
its national Messiah. The true Messiah stood now before one of its
teachers to save the world, and to be condemned by the world.
Lo, He was the Messiah of Man. He was more sure than ever that
His distinctive work, Ilis Messiaship, was to be accomplished by
manifesting in Himself what He would reveal in every man—the in-
trinsic sonship of the soul unto the All-Father. Jesus was not in-
stituting new mental and spiritual processes; Ie was not overthrow-
ing the laws of the human soul; He was simply stating the inevit-
able fact when He said: ¢ He that believeth upon Him is not con-
demned, but he that believeth not, is condemned already.” Jesus felt
that His business was to rescue His brother-men to their Father.
Sin had taken out of them the feeling that each was God's son. He
was to so brother them that this truth would reappear. By belief
on Him, only, would a fellow-child of God come to believe in him-
self and God—so far had every one become prodigal of his divine
relationship. When the prodigal was saved, he had come to ‘him-
self.” No final judgment can ever interfere with, or change, the
judgment made in the necessity of things. The soul of a man lives
by his relation to his Father; he finds that relation through the
revelation in the Son. The soul of a man dies when it has never been
born out of earthly and human relations, into its essential relations
unto God. The judgment of Jesus is not arbitrary. It is the judg-
ment of light upon darkness; of truth upon error; or right upon wrong.

Jesus had told the irreproachable Rabbiall He could. He must
have seen with sadness that the Ruler of the Pharisees had not unfurled
the sails of His life-craft to the ‘‘trade winds from eternity.” Per-
haps the gray dawn was then touching the hill-tops, and a shaft of
gold lay quivering on one of the pinnacles of the Temple. It was
nearly morning, and Nicodemus must hasten away. It would be
unwise to stay longer.

CHAPTER XXV
THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA

THE Feast of the Passover was now concluded with the usual
unusual thing had happened in the history of
personality of transcendent importance

ceremonies, but an
religion. A
had really hu
products of the

manized the most sublime of the
Jesus of
Nazareth had now so far opened
“the door into a new future that
the entire symbolism of the past
was becoming grandly suggestive
7"~ of present and glorious realities.
w Everything His mind touched was
S transformed into a prophecy
which related itself to what
- men have called the Incar-
nation. “‘God was in Christ
\ reconciling the world unto
4 ) Himself.” Twice, in recent
Y, days, had Jesus called up
Y the history of Jacob-

spirit of institutionalism.

> Israel. Twice had
He taken the most
thoughtful men

- who heard Him,
~, back to the mo-
ment when ‘“‘a man
wrestled” with  Ja-
cob, until Jacob
became Israel and

CHRIST AND THE WOMAN
OF SAMARIA AT THE <
WELL.



